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of ſeveral SIGNS and WONDERS, call'd: 
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ome Philoſophical and Theological Dh 
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bv ont; yrs on. the £4RTH, and-on the WATERS, 
they have been Teſtifyed by Credible Hands,” All whi 
have hapned withit-rhe © of rhis laſt Year 1680, _ p 
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T TO | l 
T he Warſsi ul Francis Warner, F J4; 
Mongft all my ſmall Acquaintance, I have not had th. x a 140m 
to know perſonally any perſon of Quality (though undoabredly, 
- ſome ſuch there be our of my.reach) ſo much converſant and 10 
exquiſitely vers'd in pro hbetick Myſteries like your ſelf,ard confi. 
. dering Fhar Prodigies (which this portable pockert-book treat- 
eth upon) are a kind of mute (yer peaking). Prophecies, I-made 
bold ro Uegrca'e it (yuele gud eſt)ro your Worſhip, being experimencally Aſu- 
red, That you area loverof Learning,aad a candid. Patron to all Abſtrule Eflays, 
well knowing that in magns volniſſe Sat eft,t5 Difficilum,ſacils eft venia, Sir, your 
Candour, I preſume, will incline you to pardon me jp the whole, in as much as [ 
have been conſtrained throughout this whole Wotk ro tread all in untrodden 
aths, finding none walking in the ſame way and Method before me : You will 
End the Labour(ſuch as ir wy the more elaborare, in finding out Sacred (which are 
leaſt obvious to Exceptions) as well as Civil Parallel: to preſent Predigies ; and in' 
making ſuch (I hope) Innocent Deſcenrs upon them, as the Matter dath requires 
Sir,I look upon you as one above many for Diſcourfing about theSrgns of the nmes: 
both rhe Signs of Divine Anger and of Divine Favour, Signum 5 Signatum ſunt 
correlata. Every Sign muſt have the ehing ſig nified,no Sign is lo dumb,bur ir Pe 
ſomething which-only the wiſe do underſtand, Hoſ., 14-9: Twas Dentei-onty an! 
not the South-ſayers, Thar could Read the H#xdwriting upon the Wall, and give a 
Right Interprerarion of it, Dan.5. 8,11, 12,15, 16. Suchas ſeek ro Sorcerers,- 
deferve no betrer than a Difappoinrmenr, the loweſt fruit of their ſublime Folly, 
None of thoſe Wizards of the worli (thongh they might have Deep Reaches in 
Humane Affires) could give the Senſe of rhat Divine Oracle, that work was reler- 
ved for a better man than they : Seultorum pleya ſunt omnia; Store of ſuch 
Fools (no berrer than Duſt heaps; are found ingvery Corner, who eicher know nat 
the mind of God in myſtical marters,or Stumble at it. There be too many Atheiſts, 


' whodo extenuare an4 unfervatue all Prodigies, Heathegiſtily aſcribing them to 


Dame Nuture,only, whereby they do dangerouſly Darken the Power and Provi- 
dence of the A/mughty God. bur there are 02 many wiſe, wiſe bearted, and wiſe u?.- 
to $:lvation. They ate few that Underſtand rhe Sig 18 of the Tines: "Lis 051. t-d, 
Prod:gits are common Things. theretore cannot be ſpecial Preſages of fature Es 
yents, or of the End approaching. I Anf. (tis very obſervable rhat the Palmos+ 
ni Hamadabbat or Prince of Preachers preached 'upon Prodigies thoſe figns and 
wonders which did" preſage the Deſtruction of Feruſa/em,and of his laſt Comm.ingy 
occaſioned by his Diſciples asking {woven all het: things be, and IWheat fign will 
there be when theſe things fbalFcome.to pap, Luke'21,7, Mat., 24.3, & Mar.13 4. (6c. 
No ſooner had Chriſt prepared them with due Caurions concerning themlelves, 
bur he declared what was ſatisfactory to their curious queſtion.(2.) Ihe very firft 
Text that Chriffs Apſtles preach'd upon (after Cbrift was gou: fromthem,and the 
Syirie come upon rhem) was concerning Prodigies which the Prophet Fel foretol 1 
(70d would ſkew in the world,ch. 2. ver, 10.0 andthe Apoſtle Peter handled thir 
Text {> powerfolly as ro prevail with 3000 {yae;ts atone Sermon, Acts 2; 1.7. 
19. 41, Shewing how New Teftament rames do unvail and Accompliſh the (vsl d 
Prophecies ofthe, O!d.. (3 )* Tis the concurrent Opinion. of our beſt;Proreftant 
Authors,thar rlierc be ſome Special S:gas of th-T imes. (call'd-Sacraments..o&> Mar 
raculi conata,near a Kin to Sicraments and Miracles) which ace moro thm Na - 
rural, even of a Divine Otdination, declaring tow the Great God Rtands' afeted 
rawards poor, m2n, in re{pect of his Favavy or Anper : See Patani Syntagraa.1 G. ca, 
49,55 59-& many Cliſlick Avthentick Divines. (4 ) 'Tis likewiſe a5xoncuri-r 2 
Sznttment 03.G::4 ?71R.r;atAbath Ancicar. axdModern)thyr P, odigi:s do moſtly 
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'Portend the Fururition of fome-extraordinary Events as;FHeroeens Seal Lucan. 
{. t. eclleth, how the A&alamiticsof Rome were prefigedby many: firange Pro- 
digies in Heaven, Eartband Seo, finging or ſaying, Thus 

Superique Minaces. 
Prodigiis terras implerunt Athera pontum 
Ig neta obſcure viderunt Syders NeRtes, 
Ardentemque polum flammis, celique Volantes, 
Obliquas per Inaue Faces, &c, 
A:l which do fignify, that the whole Fabrick of the Univerſe had pwr wpon irfby 
the Angv3Grd) a moſt ſrightfal Face and Aſpect, and Heaven, Earth and Sea di 
conſpre rogerher ro chaſtize, the Pride and Luxury of Rome at thar Time, and 

Clandian (aith, Thar after Cefar5 Victory over Pompey,not only the Heavens drop'd. 
61-04, bur alſo pits and poolsflowed with blood, as a prxſage of Ceſar Stabbing, 
cum multis alins, &c. (5.) Pliny, 42. c.5$.ſairh, The Heathens were ſtartled at the 
Prodigy: of his rime, in ſo much that they had their ſolemn Sacrificesfor Diver. 
ringtbeEyvils portended by them; And will not thoſeDictares of the dim light of 
Dame- Nature in theſe blind Heathen: riſe up in Judgment againſt our Arberfts, 
who ſcoff ar all rhoſe vr dad (tg rerrYing 12 themſelves, and fo reſtify 
God's wrath for Man's fin? Alas, they had not God's Heifer to plow withai 

{which we have) yer could they Unriddle thoſe Myfteries [call'd m2 pt3zaa3a x; 
Te Knc 162 's prodigious preachments) better than many of us: 

ir Ver Igion was a dark Imitation of the true Divine Devotion, 
though the Devil(God's Ape) did impoſe upon thern therein much Superſtition, 
If againſt this, ir be alledged whar is ſaid, Fer. 10. 2,4. Learn n1t the way of the 

Heathen, and be not Diſmayed at the Sin of caven,,« they art, for their Cuſtoms 

are vain, I Arifiwer (1.) God Cagtions his people there, (going Caprives into 

Chaldta then) that they learn not rhe vain mg 0210 and 1dolatry of the Cba/- 

deans in T—_ (2.) 2 Aſtrology which pretendetb to read Fates 

lf 


and Forrunes in the Heavens, af all ro Srars and nor to God, is 1dvlatry, 
condemn'd there by Feremy and by Iſaizb ch 47: A 2,13, &c. ( FL Jeremy ſpeaks of 
the 


\s Narural and ordinary Signs of Heaven which the:blind Hearhens were diſmay 
8 at (Defyirg God while they Deified chem) as ifthe Iſſues of their Aﬀairs depen- 
x ded on them: VVherefore Gods people /Sould net be ſo: If there-were no 


other Reaſon bur that only, Marth: 6. 42. but rhere be other Extraordinary 
y_ , dreadful Apparitions, whereby God warns, his people of ſome enſuing 
Wrath, as appeareth from Foel, Chrs# and Peter,&c . (as above) God dorh nor 
forbid us ro mind them and ro be affeed with them. Eſpecially confiderin 

this is Gods laſt way of ſpeaking to us, as it was to Pharaob, when God had ſai 

ſoftly ro him ar firſt, Lee wy People go, 5c, he hardned his heart, then God 
ſpake more ſeverely ro him by Syn; and wonders: So now ,our Barnabs;'s hath 
been reje&ed, God ſends his Boanerges's and preacherh to us-by Prodig es, and 
ſuch as are more than Ordindry wiffour a Parallel! for this- $oo year, and ſo 
artended with ſuch concufſions of Kingdoms (e'nPopiſh one againſt another,(9c) 
which ſeem to put an Accent on them and though there have been frequenr 
Prodrgies , yet may they be Signs of the laſt rimes, as a Diſeaſe is. a fign of 
Morrality,thongh a Man recover ſometimes,yer ccaſerh he not to be mortal bur 
dyeth ar laſts So thoſe figns (though oft ſeen) do” nor ceaſe to be Signs of the 
Approaching End : and former Predigies, might have other Przſages and figni- 
ficarions , as rhoſe in 60, &c: what bath befaln ever fince, ſuch as, Plagne, 
PLN ſpeak ro a wiſe man{skilful in Myſteries) who will judg candidly whar 
is ſa Y, 
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ondertul Times. * 
| © 
UR Lord and Saviour hath ſaid, Except men. [ze | 
SIGNS and WONDERS, they will not Be- 
leve, Fobn 4-48. There is a natural Itch in- 
' bred in the nature of all Mankind to ſee ſome © 
figns and Wonders; Hence it | is,\ That ſuch an 
univerſal Aptneſs is found” in all the Sons and Daughrers of 
Men to behold Rare Shows and ſtrange Sights, Thus the Peo- 
pic Ran forth out of all the- Region round about to get a Sighr' of = 
7eha the Baprilt, 4s of 4 burning and ſhining Light : Matth, 3, 5. & FY 
11.7.; Luke 3.7, & Foh. 5. 35. Secing they had not any one Pro» _ 4 
pher born to them from the Building of the SecondTemple un- 
til His Birth: Then was [Cathimath Chazon] a Sealing up of Pro- 
pheſy, Den. 12.4.9. No Prophet "twixt Malachy and Fohy Bap- 
tiſt, Mal.4.5. "Mat. 11. 14. with 17, 10.Hence that Captivity.Pſalm, 
P(al.74:complains, yerſe 9. that there was no Prophet amongſt 
them... Hence it is alſo, that we ado in Scripture of tna- 
ny men (Good «1 will 45 Bad) askingatrer a Sight of Signs: 
; Indeed (1)1t & 4n evil and Adulterous Generationaccording to 
Chriſt's CharaQter) that moſt [eefeth afttr ſigns, Matr.12 28,39, 
that is, ſo earneſtly, if thar were not Done,they were Undone : 
(I) Thoſe: carnal Scribes and Phariſees could call for a Sign 
after ſomany Signs.They had been perſonal Ey-witneffes How 
Mighty Chriſt was both in Word and Deed (in Doftrine and 
Miracles) before Gol ard all the Pecple, Luke 24.19. which were 
| B lo 


Wonderful Signs 
ſo many Tnfallible Proofs, A, 1.3. thathe was the Meſſiah : 
yet theſe were but SIGNS oz Earth, they would: not belicve 
in him, unleſs he,could-ſhew them a SIGN from Heaven, .and 
Doe a$'Aofty, $1zme! and £115jah had done: for woſes call'd for 
Manna, Sazwcl for Rain, and £11jah for Firc, All from Heav'n, 
&s. /0hn2.18. & 6.30. Chrilt ſhew'd them many $175, Jo. 
26.30, and wrought many- Wonders (which no power bur thar 
which is Divine could work, Fohn 9.32. 3; ) both beyond 
the Courſe of Nature, and above the Power of Art, yet (as 
the Saying is) they could nor ſee VVood for Trees. No,they 
mrſt have ſuch Signs as were ſhown and ſeen -upon Mount $:. 
nai, Exod. 19.16,19.. Such Thunders and Lightnings though they 
had 'their. Bath-Ko! , the Daughter of a Voice (which was, 
as they ſay, the, only Oracle abiding with the Second Tem- 
ple) and ſuch a FYoice of God (as Thunder is called, P/al. 29.3, 
ro 10) they had from Heaven, Fohz 12. 29, 30. Therefore 
Chriſt checks and chides them: for. requiring ſuch Signs as 
would rather--affright theſe Hypocrites than . i»ftruf? them. 
They ſhould have been content2y with his Docrine and Mi- 
racles which did ſufficiently demonſtate a Divine Power , and 
though the Thunder-Claps at the Giving of the Law upon 
Mount $inai were moſt ſuitable ro, the Rigour of that Djſpen- 
ſation,yet his Miracles of Mercy (confirming his Do&rime) were 
more ſuitable to SIO N, 'and.to the Grace of the 'Goſpel. 
Therefore went Chriſt about Doing 'Good to many by his Mira- 
cles, A#. 10, 38. but never (which is very remarkable) Do- 
ing Hurt to Any by them, As moſt ether Wonder-Workers 
Did, for his Name was JESUS a Saviour, not A4vazdon) [A 
bad one] or 4pollyoy, a Deſtroyer, In all this thofe wicked 
Hypocrites were wittingly, willingly and wiltully blind, and 
who ſo blind as they that will nor ſee. | 

(IL. )Another Time Came the Superſtitious Phariſces(leaving 
behind them the Supercilious $Scribes) and conſpir'd with the 
Irreligious Sad4yres to tempt Chriſt by a4king 4 SIT GN, Marr. 
16..1, &, Thoſe two Sets were deadly Enemies each to ou 
OTNCT 
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Other, yet can they here:combihe as loving Friends for con- 
fronting of CHRIST, The tws. Gep4 &:cks (Iftacl and Jyda) 
became one inthe hand of God, Ezeck. 37. 19. but. thoſe rwo 
Bad Sticks (the Phariſees and Sadduces) became one in the hand 
of the Devil, nor onely as #erod nd; Pilate did; Luk. 23; 12, 
bur alſo as the Popith Prieſts and Jeſuites, the Monks and Fry- 
ars (All which be ar deadly Difference among(t' themſelves in 
as much as they do notoriouſly diſparage and beſparter one 
another) yet as Herod and Pilate could joyn hands againſt 
CHRIST,ſfo thoſe Miſcreantscan all conſpire againit Proteſtants; 
Thus Dogs though they be fghriog:neyer 10 tiexcely and tear- 
ing one another, yet-ifan Hare run:by, they can give over, 
and all run after her, Accordingly thoſe two ſorts, though 
of Heterogeneous Principles, could be enough Homogeneous 
ro Aſſaulr Chriſt with their. cavelling Intetrogatories;. wherein 
their putid Hypocriſy(courtivg him at the firft,and-calling him 
Maſter, whom before they had: branded with that black: name 
of Belzebub) appearcd, deſiring him 7 ſhew them a $1&N. Th:m 
by all means, as more worſhipful men than the Multitude, e'n 
ſuch as might well ſeem to merit ſuch a ſignal and ſingular Fa- 
vour. They mult by all means be the only Men, ro whom the 
Meſfiah muſt ſhew 4 Sign from Heaven, ſuch as Foſuah ſhewed 
in commanding the Sun to ſtand till; ſuch as 1[a:4h thew'd in 
caufing the Sun to run Retrogade ten Degrees, -or ſuch as 
Samuel ſhewed in calling forThunder and Rain tin Harveſt,&c. 
or rather ſuchas Moſes ſhew'd in Commanding the Corn of Hea- 
ven to come down for daily bread to Iſrael, Jahn 6.31.32. and 
it the Meſſiah would do fo much for them, -none, they pre- 
tended, ſhould be more willing ro own him : yet, all this 
while, they inte:d4ed Malice and Miſchief againſt him, contem- 
ning his Miracles oh Earth asiif done. by Magick Art, &c.. 
IM.” Herod alſo was of no better Bran'than thoſe, who Defired 
to fee Feſus for a long time, that- be might ſhew him [ome ſign, Luke 
23.8. Such as would recreate his Eyes and his Mind in behold- 
ing, for he look'd upon our Lord: as no better than a Com- 
"q. B 2 10A 
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mon Juggler, that would undoubtedly (to ingratiate himſelf 
with the King) ſhew w him the very beſt Trick in his Budger. 
Thus that Fox would gladly have As gratified, but he was 
notoriouſly deceived , inaſmuch as Chriſt was not ſo profuſe 
of his Divine power as to-put ir forth at the pleaſure of bad 
men, mearly toſarisſie their yain Curioſity. 

But (1I.)we do not only find (upon Scripture Record) wicked 
men Deſirous to ſee Signs, but eyen Godly men alſo, as (1.) 
Moſes, Exod. 4. 1. who had Experience of his Brethrens reje- 
Qing him, and thruſting him from them, Exod. 2. 14. Act. 7. 
27. and ſo they mightDo- again, If he had not ſomething to 
ſhew what might well warrant his Extraordinary Call : there- 
fore, he ſaith, They will not believe me, &c. thar is, I dare not 
Ventfre upon a bare Divine Call and Commiſſion, unleſs ſome 
Divine ſigns be ſhew'd me for my farther Confirmation : Here- 
upon God condefcends to gratity him with the Two firſt mi- 
raculous Signs ; Thus; in the firſt Sign 'ris obſervable, Thar 
the turning of Moſes Rod into a Serpent, was a manifeſt Diſclaj- 
ming of any Power borrowed from the Devil,in alt thoſe won- 
ders which he was.to work with that Rod, for that Sign did 
demonſtrate Moſes power over the Devil or Serpext,(his expreſs 
Type) and exercis'd againſt him. in handling him (though 
not withour ſome Fear at firſt) through a ſtrengthned Faith 
at bis Pleaſure : Moſes, indeed, took this Serpent or Crocodile 
by che Tail enly, "Twas the Work of the MESSIAH to break 
the Serpents Htad: In this firſt Miraculous ſign, the ROD 
ſhew/d:the flouriſhing State of Ifracl while Foſepb was Lord of 
the Land of Xgypx, and ſo held the Rod or Scepter for: their 
Comfort, bur irs. Turning inco a Serpent (or Dragon) did plain- 
ly- portend the Aﬀflicted Eſtate of that Church, when Pharaob 
that Dragon , Ezek. 29.3.) with 'the Subtlery of the Old 
_— moſt grievouſly oppreſſed Iraet; and yer this Serpent 
mult be rurn'd back again iato a Rog, ro ſignify that the affli- 
ed Eſtate of the Church ſhould be rurn'd into a flouriſhing E- 
Rare again by the Miniſtry of Moſes (more glorious than rthar of 
| Feſeph) 
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Foſeph) who was on Kirg in Jeſurum, -Deut. 33.5. (a Tile 
above that of Joſeph) and who was commanded to take the 
Serpent by the Tail, Exod.4. 4. which was dreadful ro be done, 
becauſe of the Innate Antipathy and probable Danger of rhe 
Sting, yet Faith fortifies Moſes's Heart againſt his Feay of this 
formidable Creature, and carries him through the Difkculry of 
this Duty ; he doth as God bids him, and had no Dammage 
thereby, bur the Serpent was turnd into a Rod again: .. 
Moreover (2.) tor Humbling Moſes and helping him to know 
Thar this miraculous Sign was not wrought by the Power of 
his own hand, therefore was his hand made a Leprous one, 
to ſhew, Thar ſuch great Wonders could not be wrought by fo 
unclean a Fiend wickour the Help of a better and greater Hand 
than his own : and yet the Accompliſhment of this Second 
Sign was a farther Confirmation of Moſes's Faith,that Leprous 
hand of his (2s white as Snow) muſt be rerurn'd to its Natural 
ruddy Complexion again, Moſes found the Leproſy in his Bo- 
ſom, and there alfo he immediately left ix : This was to ſigni- 
fy to him, Fhart rhe ſore. Eſtate of the Church ſhould preſent- 
ly be cured, the Time of Her Healing now was at Hand; tho 
had lain long among the Pots(and fo were not only as poor de- 
ſpis'd Lepers covered over with a white Leproſy, bur all blak- 
ned-and beſmutch'd in the Boſem of Xgypr their Houſe of 
Bondage) yet God would reſtore her again to a Sound Eſtate 
and give ber Wings . Silver, and: Feathers of Telffow Gold, Pfal: 
68. 13. Thus the moſt high God doth vouchſate. to ſtoop ſo- 
low to the meannelſs of Man, as to give: Moſes ſign upon (gn; 
as he had donie before ro him, Ex0-3.3. 22, Giving him then 
a Double-Confirmation (11.) That of the Burning Buſh; for the 
reſent: - (2.) That of Serviae God at Horeh for the future; The 
like Fayour-the Lord likewiſe vouchſafeth ro us by giving us 
a frequent Adminiſtration: of the Lords Supper; whereby he 
doth: Scal and: Seal again.the Confirmation of our Faith-in-the 
exceeding great and precious Promiſes of Chriſ/, 2 Pet. 1. 4. God: 
faid-to Moſes, Such as will: ner Hrar the waice of the feſt Sign, 
»-q+ X * thoy 
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they will belitve the Voice of the latter ſign, Ex0d..4. 8. Lekol 


Haoth, the voice of the Sign, plainly importeth That every of 


God's Signs hath a Voice, and therefore the Pfalmiſt faith, 


That they have not only a Voice, but Words alſo. | Dibre oth- 


othau | he ſhew'd the Words of his Signs, So 'tis in the Hebr. 
Pſal. 105. 27. _ you not to our Eyes only, but ro:our 
Ears alſo. Thus doth Sacramental Signs, They have a Voice, 
as Abel's Blood is ſaid to have, Gen. 4.10. Hebr.i11.4., which 
' yet ſpraketh, How much more the Blood of Chriſt, which ſpeak- 
eth better thinss than the Blood of Abel, Hebr. 12.24. The ſign 
hath a Voice init (as Exod. 4. 10. Ezek, 1, 28.. & Job. 4. 16. 
God Annexing his Word with his Sign that it may be.the ber- 
ter heard and underſtood) becauſe it (as it were) ſpeaketh that 
to the Eye, which words do to the Ecar ; and on the contra- 
ry that which is plainly declared to the Ear, is ſomerites rex 
preſented as if it were acted, and exhibired ro the Eye, 6a/. 
3- 1. Thus the Adminiſtratiom of the Lords Supper is a lively 
Reſemblance of Chriſt crucitied upon the Croſs ; and thus the 
ſtung 1fraclires were heald by looking upon the Brazen Serpenr 
advanced upon the Pole, Num. 21.8. "Twas but Look and live 
then, and, tis but Look and live now, John 3.16. As theythar 
look'd upon their Sores, and not upon the Sign, Dyed for-ir, 
So, they that hx their Eyes upon their Sins, and not upon 
their Saviour, do Deſpair, and Dye: and, as they that look'd 
upon the Sign though but with: one Eye, though bur with a 
{quint Eye, or but with half an Eye, - wad were preſently hea- 
led, So, thoſe that look up to Chriſt, though Weak in Faith, 
yet | Faithful in Weakneſs, arc ſure to be ſaved, Iſa. 45. 22: Look 
wnto me All the Ends of the Earth, and be Saved, as -the Moon 
when ſhe looks moſt fully in a dire line upen the Sun, then 
is ſke in the Full, andimoſt fully inlightned : This is the gtear 
Duty Required, to 10k vpon 4 Crucified Saviour, Zech;- 15. 10. 
and Salyation (in the Extent of it) .is in; the former Scripture 
propounded as the Grand Wages of that work 'and Dury-and 
thar Uuiverſally to all Right Zookers both Jews -and Gen- 
tiles, The 
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Of Wonderful T imes. 
| + The ſecond Inſtance of a godly man (Fotroys to ſee Signs) is 
Giatop, as Moſes was the firjt, both of them reckoned amo 
Gods Renowned Worrhies. Heb. 11, 20. 32. This Gideop thoug 
but-weat in Faith, yer was faithful in weakneſs, and therefore is 
he dignified with a Room in rhat Court-Roll, of the molt radi- 
ant Starrs in Scripture Horizon, yet his Faith though true, be- 
ing weak, required ſome Supporters, hence he fairh [ then ſhew 
me 4 $'gn | Jadg. 6. 17. This Sign G:4e02. fought nor, as that 
Adulterous and Evil Generation (the Phariſes, &c.) did, out of 
Curioſity and Increduliry,burt (as Moſes before him,\&c.) for far- 
ther Confirmation of his Faith, concerning his call to ſo grear a 
Work, . whereby he might be ſatisfied that it was God (and nor 
man.-or Devil) that called him : A good Cauſe, a good Call, and 
a good Conſcience, . will make a good Courage, and all are ne- 
ceſlary toa Captain of Soldier, Eſpecially the Lord looked npqn 
him, as wellliking his ſpeech. v.14. vouchſafes* him a Sign, 
v, 21, ſignifying, that the Midianites ſhould be Deftroyed with- 
our mans.la bur, ſeeing Fire came our of rhe Rock (as before 
Water had done, Exed. 17. 7.) without any humane help: ro 


conſume the' Sacrifice ; therefore did Gideon erxet an Altar to 


the” Lord, who had thus confirmed him (not only by theſe 
Signs, v. 17. but by two other Signs, v. 36. 37.) and thus com- 
forted him againſt his deſpondencies, and called the name of 
his Altar [-250vah Shalom | the Lord of Peace, v. 23.24. O that 
this Inſcription were upon all our Hearts, as 2. Theff. 3. 16. 
The Lord of Peace give us Peace always by all means, this would 
anſwer all Doubts, and advance Faith above Fear. . The ſign 
of rhe Fleece, Gideon deſired ro be doubled, nor our of 7ncredu- 


 lity ro tempt God,but out of Humility to be ſupported under the 


ſence of his own weakneſs and unſuitableneſs to ſo great an un- 


Georp big agamnſ which he found maryelous Reliet,in the dou- 
ble Wonder of the Fleece, which intimated two things to him. 
1.Concerning 1[rael. 2.Concerning Midiar, (1:) As to Iſrael, that 
way..repreſented by the Fleece, being fometimes wer with rhe 
Dew So Hoven, and ſometimes dry. '(2.) As-t0 Midian, rey 
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had Fleeced Iſrael of all their good things, and pull'd all rhe 


Wooll from off their backs, as the Shearer (in that Fleece) had 
don tothe poor Sheep, turning him naked our of doors into the 
open Fields; but now 6:4:0: (with the Kords help) ſhould fleece 
Alidian : the Sword of the Lord and of Gideon ſhould do as 
much for them, as they had done for !ſrae/, pay them home in 
their own Coyn, and requite them to the full, after the Law of 
retaliation : Lbs Gideons Faith, weak at firſt, did gradually 
grow ſtrong by thoſe confirming Signs ; ſo comes he in as a 
Candidate in that Apoſtolical Catalogue, Feb 1 1, 33. Amongſt 
the higheſt Favourites in the Court of Heaven : Beſides thoſe 
two Godly Men ( Moſes and Gideon , that deſired confirming 
Signs) there be many others, tro whom God youchſated Signs, 
though #ndeſired : as, rhe Tree of Life to «Adam, Gen. 3. 22. 
The Fire of God to 4braham, Gen. 15. 17. The budding of the 
Rod to Aaron, Num. 17. 5. The Sun ſtanding till to Foſtwah, 
Joſh. 10. r3. And its running back to Hezekjah, 2. Kings. 20, 
8,9. Fiery Tongues to the Apoſtles, As 2. 3, 4- - A Draught 
of Fiſh to Peter, John. 21.6. A Star to the three Wiſe men, Mar. 
2.2.9. Dumbneſs to Zecharian, Luke 1. 20, and many. orher 
Signs.-to Believers, Aark 16. 17,18, 20. "# 

Yet ſometimes we find God forcing Signs, even upon Wicke 
ed men, . as upon that branded one 4haz, Ifai. 7. 10. 11. 12. 
14. fc. Though this was King Ahaz, wicked with an accent, 
even he ſhall ſec, rhat while he was under rhe power of a ma- 
licious Devil, yer hath.he ro do with a moſt graciqus God, who 
by a wonderful condeſcenſion will needs give him a Sign ; 'tis 
an unheard of youchſafement to vouchſafe a Sign to ſuch a no- 
rorious Unbelicver, this is more than Chriſt would do ro the 
Phariſees, whom he calls a baſtardly. Brood, for defiring a Sign, 
as before. Matt. 12. 39. [ 45k 4 Sign either is the Depth, &c, | Here 
was a fair.offer to a moſt foul Sinner, he might have had a fight 
of Heavenor of Hell for a Sign, yet inſtead of an hamble-and 
thankful asking, he ſordidly anſwered (tanramont) Ile''ask no 
askings, I'le try no Signs, know a trick worth two of RED 

n 


' 


— 


\ 


/ aa a9. ee on am. at erer oeinens atid. att 2:0 


> 


ens YF ww rFE—_—sTzTT SF 


4 6 | ES. A... 
| Of Wonderful Times. ? ig 

ſend ro the Aſſyrians ſo help my: ſelf, God may (keep his Signs 
to himſelf, Icrave no ſuck courteſy at his hands, &c. "Did e- 
ver any branded Belialiſt or black-mouthed Bedlam ſpeak worſe 
to God than he in all this: no wonder if God ſer a black brand 
upon him, ſaying, 71s is that Ahaz, 2. Chron, 23. 22. Yer not- 
withſtanding all this ingratitude and provocation,God (of him- 
ſelf ) gave Iſrael a Stgn, Iſa. 7. 14. A fingular Sign, a Sign both 
trom above and from beneath, inaſmuch as this Immanuel, born 
of a Virgin, did joyn pure Heaven and baſe Barth rogether, in 
: his rwo Natures. Again, thoſe Signs which rhe Scripture men- 
tions are manifold ; as, 1. Such as be meerly Narural,Gen.1.14- 
 2.\"'Pxzrernarural, beſide the power of Nature in her ordinary 
produttien; ſuch are Prodigies/ in Heaven and Monſters on 
Earth, &c. 3. Supernatural, which are either Divine (ſuch as 
were the Miracles God wrought by the Prophets and Apoſtles) 
or Diabolical, as the Lying Wonder:,” Deur. 13...2; 3. 2. Theſl. 
2.9, andRev. 13. 13. . As there be Natural Signs, ſo there” 
be Inſtitured Signs,to wit,the Sacraments whichare call'd Sizns 
and Seals of the Covenant, Res. 4. 11.Moreover the Signs God 
ſhews ro men, are cither ordinary or extraordinary ,” communis 
aut 1 nſolita Signa: Except we ice (not common, but) rag fiens, 
wew:l matbelieve. John. 4. 48. We have a frequent fight of Na- 
rural Signs, and of Artificial Signs, the formet hanging in the 
Heavens, expoſed to open view, the latter hanging over every 
Houſe(almoſt)in this greatCity,yea andſuch figns as be fignih- 
cant, indeed ſome Signs are ſignificant, ' ex primeria intentione 17- 
ftieuentis, pr ely and primarily Inſtitured ro ſignify ſome- 

+ thing, whether the Inſtirutor be Cod or Man. God'is the on- 
Iy Inſticutorof all frgnificant ſigns in Sacred things, as heInſti- 
_ tuted the two Sacraments under the Law, and the two Sacra- 
ments\under the Goſpel; :other ſignificant Signs or Ceremoni- 
es, which are only mans Inſtirution (and never come into themind 
of God,” Jer. 7.31. Nor ont of the Mcuth of God, Deur, 4. 1. 2.) 
ought juſtly ro be exploded. All Divine Worſhip muſt have D3- 
vine Warrar, and Divine Inſtitutions may not bermingled with 
| C Hu- . 
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Humane Inventions : This is to.;Plow in Gods Field, with -an | 
Ox and an Aſs,and to ſow thereirmingled Seeds (even Tares as 
well as Whea!,) atid to worſhip the Lord in a Linſy-Woolſy Gar- 
ment, Devt. 22. 9.10. 11, There be alſo ſignificant ſigns in Cz- 
wil and common things (as well as Sxcrea) whoſe : proper and 
p_ end in the purpoſe of their Inſtitutor (man) is to ſignify 
mething, as the Signs ar every Door in the City, and at eyery 
Inn in the Conm!ry, and the Eſcucheons ar Great mens Houſes: 
And there be other Sizns, which be ſignificant only by c-nſe- 
quence and ſecondarily, not eſſenrially and from the prima y 
urpoſe of their Inftirutors, Thus Stceples and Poſts &.. may 
ignify by their ſhadows- what time of the day it is, which is 
not the proper and peculiar purpoſe for which they are made, 
er uſe of them, as is of Clocks] and Dials, 'tis » Jeinddy uſe 
only. | 
Bur to infiſt only upon extraordinary $'g3s and Wonders (cal- 
led ſens jn{olite unuſual Marvels) according to my preſent De- 
ſign : . conſider, that as their Ends fo their Kinds are various, 
I. Their Ends are from their Author and. Original) manifold: : 
as, 1. They axe intentionally deſigned, by the great: and ſole 
Wonder-working God, for the confirming of that Truth, | once 
deliverid. to the Saints, Jude 3. Mark 16: 179: 18. 20. © and 
Hebr. 2. 4.. Fhoſe extraordinary Signs, are well called; ' the 
Swadling-bands of the Infant Church, therefore was ſhe _ : 
pally Dignified-and Fortified with Miracies,. always:and- only 
While and when ſhe was young, tender; and needed ſome ecorro» 
boxation-: Tis true, there were ſome - ſprinklings of Maracles 
wpon other emergent occaſions, Fc. But the.main body of them 
were wrought firlt by Moſes and: Foſhueh ;. Moſes was the firſt-and 
new giver of the Law, then the Church inthe Wilderneſs (fo called 
AQ. 5. 38.) was but a-weak Infant, ſo needed thoſe Signs and 
Wonders, which Moſes wrought, both in «Azypt Adt7. 36:and in 
the Wilderneſs; 7/. 105.39: 40- 41. with.27. to-38, - Yet none 
were wrought after ſhe got into-Canay, though joſbyah did: in 


conveying them thitker, 2; By Elijah and. Fliſha,yho. were the 
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two new Reſtorers of che Law, (which amounts almoſt ro a Giver 
of it, ſo.tamtamont a Law-girer) then-the Church' was newly 
Bora again, and ſo ſtood in need of a ſecond ſwadling, by.many 
more Miracles, after her Recovery from her worſe Relaps. in 
Ahab; time, &c. 3. By Chriſt and his apoſties, who were both 
« new Givers and Reſtorers of the Goſpel inaſmuch as the Goſ- 
pel was Jornng Paradice, Ges. 3. 15.) Thendid the Do- 
ctrine of the Goſpel by diverſe Miracles, as by the Wings of 
the Wind, fly abroad and was divulged ar firſt all the World 
ower ; and 'tis very remarkable, though #04» Bapriſt came in 
the ſpirit and power of El:ja5, yer did this Type do no Miracles, 
as rhe Anti type did, Fihn 10. 41. leaſt he ſhould be miſtaken 
for the Meſſiah, Luke 3.15. who was to do many, John 7. 31, 
and 11. 47, Yet John was a *#-ning and a ſhining Lighn, John 5. 
35. burning in himſelf and jb;»'»z to others, he Thundred in his 
Dodtrine, and Lightned in bis Life without Miracles, there- 
fore was he ſo much admired, as agreat Reformer in a moſt De- 
formed Age. Chriſt and his Apoſtles were all Wonder-work- 
ſecured by ir while it is tender, and *tis oft watered, but 
ers, which was as an Hedge to a young Plant, that is 
when once grown up, the Hedge is removed, and the watering 
left off, Hence we by to the Romaniſts, That all the Miracles 
of the New Teſtament, are ours of the Reformed Religion, -in- _ 
aſmuch as they all did Demonſtrate rhe ſame DoQArine, which 
we do defend, We need no new Miracle, to conform an old 
Truth that hath been before ſo confirmed : He that now requi- 
reth a Miracle, is therefore himſelf a Miracle. The Eſtabliſh- 
ment of our preſent Reformation is and will be that great Mira- 

cle, which we are in theſe times to look for : 'tis that wonder- 
ful Work which former Ages did deſpair of, the preſent Admirerth, 
and the future will ſtand amazed at : concerning the Lying Wox- 
ders the Romilh Church ſo much boaſts of, I have diſcovered 
the fallacy of them at large, in. my Diſcovery «of 1he perſon and pe - 
ried of Antichri#f from pagegs.to 55. to which I refer theReader. < 


The Second End of Extraordinary Signs ard Wonders is ſor 
; C 2 Awake- 
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Awakning a dxoufy, ſluggiſh and ſecure World, which will' not 


know the. Signs of the Times, Matr.16. 3. yea, and for Rouſin 
up the Slumbring Virgins of the Church, both the Wiſe ink 
the Fooliſh, As the Midnight Cry-did. Marc. 25. 2, 5. 6.This 
is certainly the great End why the great Wonder-working God 
worketh Wonders and ſhewerh ſigns fuch as arc Extraordinary 
and {niverfally aſtoniſhing, to Alarm,as with thoſe Trumpets, 
both Saints and-Sinners, that none might be ſurprized , He 
therefore doth moſt graciouſly ſound his Trumpet in and b 
them, that his Judgmemts may not come as a Thief in t 
Night upon us, as he hath oft forerold us, Matth. 24. 44. 
1 The]. 5..3. Revel. 3.3. and 16. 15. The Thief gives no 
Warning, but comes unexpectedly :* So doth nor a Gracious 
God who giveth Warning, for which Charles the Grear bleſſerh 
God forRebuking his Sluggiſhaeſs our of his Tender Mercy by 
thoſe his Signs, as a Blazing Star, Fc. AsI ſhew in my little 
Book of this late Comet, pag. 22. "Tis. undoubtedly moſt dear 
Dijvine Clemency to givetimely Warnings of Approaching Judg- 
ments, for, Humane Calamity the more ſudden, the more gric- 
U9:44 It is, as (1.) It amater, (or Daunts,) and Exanimates a man, 
a$ the ſudden Storm doth the Marriner, and as the Devil de- 
ſign'd Job's MetRngers ſhould ds. him, in coming, one ar the 
Heels of another, ſo unexpeQedly upon him.. "2. Ir furpriſes 
him at unawares, he ſtands not upon his Guard, ſo'can no 
more yerweus it, than. unweildly Eglox, could E5ud's deadly 
thrult, ; I 2p | y 
As Srens and Wonders are Various, 1. Intheir Ends, fo, 2.In 
their Kinds ; as,,1, There are Miracula & Miranda. Many things © 
are miracula, much maryclled arf, as exceeding the common. 
Courſe of Providence which yer are not, Ex nature Rei, Mir a- 
cala, of the proper Nature of Miracles, , The. latter exceederh 
the Power of all created Agents, but the former doth not ſo, 
A true and proper Miracle is the Stopping orAttering the com- 
mor: Courſe af Nature, and 'tis, a prbducing” of ſome ſuch Ef- 
&Qs as do tranſcend Natures Law, Power; and Capaciry : tis. 
Ift-- 
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indeed, an Extraerdinary operation, of the Almighty Creator 
in Nature, either withour the Interpoſition and Concurxence: 
of Second Cauſes, or Aboye their natural Capacity: Inja ward, 
tis the production of Something out of Nothing, cither as ro 
Matter of as to Manney of production, ſo-that the Almighty 
can only work true Miracles cither-in himſelf or in his Ser« 
yants impour'd by him.z.There arc mir ceu mirands, maryelous: 
Works and Wonders, 1. of God's Working, and 2,-of the;De- 
vil's, who is God s Ape herain, and. who by his Impreſſion, 
which, through his Angelical Nature, -he is abls to:make up- 
on matter, 'can do wonderfu[ things to chearthe blind world, 
as he did Pharacb and the Egyptians by. his YVaſlals' the: 
Sorcerers, But he cannot work iN a Wonder/as is a Miracle. 
The Lending Power will never accommodate the Borrowing, 
arty with fuch a Power as may be prejudicial to his own ho- 
y and glorious Deſign. The only wiſe Creator will never gra-+ 
tify his Creatures, nay the worſt of his Creatures, ſuch are all 
Sorcerers) for any ſuch end: as cither to obſtruct-his WORK;; 
or to cheat the World Hereupon 1uin, de Unit ate Feelef, cap.26.: 
faith excellently, That the pretended Miracles of his time 
were either fiementa m:ndacium Hominum, aut Fortents fallaciuns 
SPirtwum, cither the Forgeries of lying Men,; 05, the, Portents: 
- of Deceirtul Devils : | for a true Miracle 15 the work;pf-amnle-! 
finite Power, whether primarily or Secondarily; perforted + 
and” hence David ſaith, That God enly. doth wondrons Things, Pf. 
72.18. Indeed God ſomtimes uſeth. men-as moral Inſiruinents; : 
bur, never as natural Cauſes in working V Vonders j which furs: 
paſs the Power of Nature... Hence alto Nebuchad nent, when 
God 4: ove him from men by his own Courticrs and ſubiedts auch © 
ſs had tam'd him, and taken him a loap or link lower; byima- 
king him .graze among the Beaſts, himſelf becymey» ar Earho«! 
lick Preachez to the V Varld., publickly proclaimingithaGreay | 
God.to be the only Author of Signs ang Hmtytreg ( &Fivthes 
Lord only that ſheweih thera, And chey.are + Bis, mithr4h. Em: 
phalis, and net only So, burthey are \Rab Rabbin] Greer, 
. Afany,, 
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Many, and Magnificent, as the word ſignifies, Dan. 4. 2,'3.33, 
34,37. Mark how bcecnlargeth upon this point again and 
again, and he callsGod's great. Ads rowards him, (in his Ex- 
pulſion from his Throne ) 1.SIGNS, as they did ſignify Gods 
Wiſdom. Pewer and Juſtice ro him; and 2. VVONDERS, 
as worthy to be Wondred at by him, when yer in rhe High-. 
eſt Ruffe of his Pride and Profperity, ſhould have both a Vili- 
on and Execution of his Downtal from the Higheſt Pinacle of 
his Arch Triamphant : Mark, Neb#cha1n, hereupon celebrates 
God's Kingdom only, had Davii handled this, he had added 
(as :in his Hillzd Gado!, or great Gratularory Pſalm, the 136.) 
He gdorh-often, His Mercy erdurerhfor cv:tr, which is the foor © 
and burthen of the whole Song, nor as an idle tautologie, or 
vain Repetition, but as a moſt notable intimartion of the Saints 
unſatisfiableneſs in praiſing GOD, for his never-failing mercy, 
his Covenant-mercy, his ſpecial mercy in CHRIST (who was 
the moſt ſignal Sign, 1/«. 7. 14.) in and by whom God onl 
worketh wondrous things. P/. 72. 19.18. Where David blef. 
{cth God, for all the forementioned Benefits by the Lord Chriſt, 
of whom his Son Ses/-mgn was but a on: hereof Nebnchad- 
»ez47 was Ignorant, However 'tib admirable, he could go thus 
far, as to wledge the Lord Jehovah to be the truc and 
wondcr-working-God, whereby he reſtified his Repentance in. 
his admiring (as in a Raprure) the mighty and matchlefs pow- 
- [cx of God, he was conſlramed to give God the Glory of all his 

wonderous Works, hence ſome think he was truly and 
throughly Converted here, ſecing he falls ſo kindly under the 
mighty hand of God, whereby (as he penitently acknowledg- 
eth) thoſe / Signs and Wonders, were wrought concerain 
him, thatſuch a mighty Monarch (as he was) ſhould be chaſ 
_ from his Kingdom, yea and from among men, and live among 
brute Beaſts, feeding upon Grafs as they fed'(who had former- 
om on the choiceſt tare, the chicfeſt Cates and Delicates in 
the World) and that for 7 long years, yea deprived of his Hu- 
mance Undeeftanding all rhis time (oh that the proudeſt Poren- 

rates 
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and yer after all rhis,be, zeſtored. ro-his r-g/hr 1ntelleFyals, and to 
his Kojal Drenitys, Bow well doth he flile rhem Gods great 199: 
«14 Worders for who but God. can look upon th: provd and bring th:m 
low, Job 40.11, 12, 43..,God did abate his I ride,and.abeſe his 
Power, t0 _ hiorco.Repentance. i, 9c {wx 346 God hath 
a moſt powerful Eye, both tor £verſion a$ here, and for Conver- - 
ſion as 1 #k, 22.61. and here (probably).alfa. The whoſe work 
being a ſupernatural change (both forward and backward, our- 
ward and inward) and every circumſtanee. (occaſion, manner, 
degree and time, &c.) ng, no leſsxhen a. new Creation..-; 
Again. zly.. The Wonders of Gods working ate.cither 0r- 
dinaryar Extraordinary... 1. Ordmary, God otten ſhewy. himſelf . 
maximam in minimis, che greateſt Artiſt in xhe ſmaleff marrers,nor 
'only in that miraculuus plague of &:gc, (made gf the Duſt) upon 4; 
the Land of &5pr; which ſo fainted under theſe poor: Vermin »*, 
(armed with the-power of God) it hey wore entiod cry 
gut, This is the very Finger of GOD, Exod. $. 17, 18, 19, wheres 
in 'ris very. Admirable, ro obſerve how-this At of Omniporegs 
xency. in fuch.baſe and zyle Creatures, 28.arc; Duſt and Lice, 8 
.con{ounded the Impoſiuft Mapow of annexand ] mbree 
2 Tim.;3. 8, 9. yc2,-.and . of the;:Devil their. Mai (ex) yet th 
. Great. God, was highly honored ther&y,,. for, 'ris {xi 404 7" 
auſt of the Land was mage:Lice by Moſes, Ver, 17: :thenthe Magj 3 
czns had no mater el rhem carry their DighlichAe ypor 
unleſs rhey copld crea:e-Dy{!, ani fupppſe rhey:bag-Tom Hu bo. 
.left them far an Experiment;,-yer, though they ſiretch/d; gu 3 
their hands wirh Rds, and did their utmoſt Endeayours, The - |} 
could not, vexl..18.. T hey.could neither Create Ruſt where ther __ 
was none , nar, where. there was. ſyme,. convert, it into. Lice 7? 
Neither cquld rheſc Magicians Jaye their, own Skins, &e. .. 
Thus it.plainly Appeatech, That the.power and Prgyidenc - 2 
of God-extenderh. even-rq rh# loweſt and .viſelt things. in.tE 
Creation, and thar , God.can, after-a ;Mizaculous manner, fe _ ©} 
the Greazeſt power either of Men. or Devils therewith ar | 
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"Pleaſure: And this is Gods ſhewing himſclf the greateſt Ope- 
rator in the leaſt of his Operarions, and nor only, I fay, in ex- 
traordinary, but alſo even in ordinary Caſes: Indeed the 
+} Tr@c-:» , the eternal Pewecr and God heed 1s manifeſt and know: 
able in the whole Creation, yea in the Decimo-Sexto's as well 
as in the Great Folio's rhereof: Every Creature hath 4/:quid 
Dez. 4que ac altquid Nthilt, Somerhing of God in it as well as 
ſomething of Nothing; otherwiſe it could not be faid to be 
created 0:t of Nothing by theCreator, and many times we Ad- 
mire thar there ſhould be more of Art and AQtivity,in aDward, 
Bee or Ant, than ina Giant, or Elephant, moſt great Souls are 
ſomerimes couch'd in moſt little Bodies. Amd the truth is,Trye 
and real Wongers are God's daily work (upon which Aecount 
they tnay be called Ordinary) as 1 ſhew in my Crown of a Chri- 
ſtian, upon that Book with Three leaves(rhe Creation of God) 
Viz, Heaven , Earth or Sea, Pſal. 135. 6. There be Wonders 
w!1t})out wumber in all thoſe Three, Job 9.10. Such as the Wiſeſt 
"may well wonder at, and more obſervable than either the moſt 
Arc aware of, or affected with: *'Tis manifeſt, That Fehowah 
is the true and only Thanmaryreuge the great and ordinary 
Wonder-worker: To omit the Wonders of the Creation (for 
which ſee Pſalm 136, 4, 5,6, 7. and my little Book aforeſaid 
upon Mediration, pag. 125. to 145. end give but e Specimen, 
or ſmall Scantling of them: (1.) 'Tisa Wonder to be won- 
dred at, How the Bones grow in her that « with Child,Ecclef, 11.5. 
Solomop himſelf, who was Natures Secretary, wonders at this , 
arid f6 did David before him, Pſalm. 139: 14. t. The double 
Motiofi'of the Lungs, call'd Syſtole and Diaſtole, and of the 
Pulſe” ih mans Body,is'a Wonder which that Famous Phyſician 
Galen, tho an Heathen, was ſo amazed with, that he would 
needs offer Sacrifices to that 'God whom he knew not, who yer 
as he s \muiſt be the Original ofthat Wonder, 43. The' 
Strength of tho Nether Chap is a Wonder, whereof no man 
could eyer give a Sufficient 'Natural Reaſon, Nor 4. of 
zhe Heat [in the Stomach for Digeſtion , of all Mears in Suc- 
CA 
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cum & Sanguinem, into juice and Blood in a little time. Nor, 
5; Of rhe various Colours in the Rain-bow: Nor, 6. of the 
thax and Reflux of the Sea: Nor, 7. of the Magnetick Vir- 
Tues of the Loadſtone; to let paſs many others, that are Wonders 
all, though ordinary : No nor $. of this common caſe, that 
Chaff ſhould be ſo cold, as to keep Snow (hid within it) from 
melting.-and yet ſo warm as to haſten the Ripning of Apyics 
which ate cover d with it; Gods wonders are without Number + But 
2. Inſtances more. The gth wonder is, God's turning water 
into Wine , as his Daily Work, * Tis true, this is called, The 
Beginping of Chriſts M.racles, Joh. 2.11. and 'twas a mighty 
Miracle, yea better than thar of Moſes, for, the Giver of the 
Law tarn'd Water into 3/dod, but the Giver of the Goſpel twrn'd 
Water into Wine; the former could nor be drank withour 
danger of dying, the latter was delightful ro Drink , and 
Hearrt-Reviving: yet this V Yonder of tarning water intoV Vine, 
is a daily work with God, as Auguſtin excellently obſerveth, 
-Jnaſmuch as the Rein water Which falls upon the Root of the 
Vine and nouriſheth the Tree, Doth ia time turn into the 
Grape, The Juice, Blood or V Vine is au VVarter. In 
i the roth and'laſt phace, Auguſtin excellently alſo maketh Gods 
multiplying a grain of Cor», ſown in the Earth, to 30, 60, or 
100 Corns, a more miraculous wonder than Chriſts multiply- - 
ing the few Loves to feed 5000 perſons: his words arc,mirs ih 
cr eſt Grant in Terra multiplicatio,quam illa quinque panum , Trat. 
24. in Joh. 6.9, to, 11. yet was that miracle of the 5 loaves 
exceeding marvelous, Inaſmuch as the Loaves, by a ſlrange 
kind of Arithmetick,' were Multiplied by Diviſion, as they were 
diſtributed among the Multitude, and an Addition to them 
was made by S»bſtraftjon: As each perſon had his piece ſub- 
tracted from. the Loavyes, yer were they augmented thereby + 
. Notwithſtandivg all rthis.. That Reverend Father prefers rhe 
common Experience-of every Husband-man,the multiplying of 
one grain, as a greater wonder : ? 

Thus, ſomething may be known of God in the whole Creati- 
on, Rom. 1.19. and much more in Divine Providence, God 
never 
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never leaves himſelf without Witneſs, Ads 14.17. yer, leaves he 
ll men without excaſe, {»:7-34yirgg Without any- Apology, Rom. 
1, 20, for though natural ligW is not available to bring faln 
Man into the Favour of God, Yr it is ſufficient ro convince 
him of Moral wickedneſs both Wainſt Ged and Man : oh then 


what pity it is, that Chriſt ſhould fill ſay , Te will not believe, * 


except ye ſee Signs and Wonders, 'whereas men live in the very 
midſt of many ſuch like Signs and wonders (as are the afore- 
ſaid : Fc. yet, they come not up to ſo much as amounts to an 
Old Teſtament Faith , of Believing in GOD . (though a New 
Teſtament Faith is requiſite alfo, as Chriſt ſaith, Te believe.in 
Ged, beliewe alſo in Me, John 14. 1.) but are Intoxicated with 
Atheiſm, and live according to their Luſts, as if they were all 
become David's Fools, which ſay in their Heart, There i no God, 
though they Daily ſee God ſufficiently ſealing up his General 
Goodneſs ro Man, in doing him Good pro v:tf# &f amitty, bc- 
ftowin yuh him Daily Bread and Daily Cloathing. 
2 Be ides thoſe Ordinary, God hath alſo his Extraordina- 
ry Wonders: The 74 £39262 5.%:#, the very great and Won- 
derful Works of GOD, A&. z. 11. for, though the Great 
G OD doth limit Nature to her Common PFroduds, | yer will 
he never limir himſelf, but WW 4 Do whatever pleaeth him;: Pal. 
115. 3. without cither the Help or the Hindrance of any. 
Whether it be Miract:s or Marvels, or Ordmanary Occarrences : 
As to the firſt of thoſe, T have ſpoke ſo largely already, and 
ſhall only add, that there were never any Miracles for Weight, 
Ateaſure 4:4 Number (forGod is ſaid todo all things pondere me s- 
ura © Numero) equal to thoſe in the time of theGoſpel : . none 
of thoſe either b:fcre or wnder the Law, can be parratel'd with 
thoſe under the Goſpel, upon all thoſe three accounts, they 
areinor like them for w2jsht, meaſure and wumber',, It may eafily 
be Demonſtrated how far Law- airacles come ſhorti ot Goſfic 
- Miracles; in all theſe refpedts. ' To mſtance. only in tbar:one 
alorenamed : Moles indced tuned Water into Blowd. bur the! weſi- 
ah turacd ;''ater into Wine, and how much rhe latter excends and 
THO) ils 
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excels the former, is obvious to every ordinary underſtanding, 
inaſmuch as the former was made peſtifero»s rhe latter ſ[alarife- 
rows Drink ; therefore the captious and carnal Jews were excce- 
dingly-irrational,in rejecting thoſe Miracles the 1//iah wrought 
amonglt them, and requeſting ſome ſuch as acoſes had wrought 
tor their Forefathers (as giving them 4Hanz4 from Heaven, cc.) 
Seeing thoſe of the 1efias did far ſurmount thoſe of 179ſes both 
in quality and quantity and in poadereſity, Tnaſmuch as that arannsz 
Aces gave their Foretathers melted, poenitied, bred Worms, 
and periſhed in the uſing, bur the 1cefiah gave himſelt the true 
Bread from Heaven, to feed them up to Everlaſting Life, his 
own Fleſh for them to ear, and his own Blood for them to Drink, 
a Meat and Drink that muſt laſt (without purritying) ſo long 
as the World doth laſt, Manna was but the Type, which is al- 
ways the leſſer, Chriſt is the Antitype, which is always the great- 
cr and better ; If our Saviour ſay of himſelf, that he is greater 
than Solomon, Matth. 12: 42. We may likewiſe ſay of him, 
he is greater and better than Manna. Moreover, that which more 
aggravated the Jews Contempr of Chriſts perſon and his Mira- 
cles, is, that their knowledge of Moſes's Miracles they had 
upon Credit only, they received it by Tradition from their Fore- 
fathers : Bur as to the Miracles of our Bleſſed Meſiah, they re. 
ceived them not by Hear-ſay , but were perſonal Eye-witneſles 
of them, therefore doth the Apoſtle Peter, make his Solemn 
Appeal to their own Knowledge and Conſciences, «47. 2, 22. 
So that he leaves them no liberty of doubting, for CHRIST 
waSby ſo many manifeſt Demonſtrations Approved of G O D (to 
be his grand Embaſſador to the World) and ſhould therefore 
be alſo approved of m2y, eſpecially ofrhoſe men who could ſay 
[ Hiſce oculis ejus miracula Vidimus|] we have ſeen with our very 
Eyes, the wonderful Works which he wrought, and which ne- 
ver any Man before him did Work. Fohn 9g. 32. No not Moſes 
whom they called their Maſter, ſo that even the very $tran- 
gers in Feruſalem did know that Chriſt was mighty in Word and Deed 


(as well asMoſes 4@.7.22.)both before God and befor: all the Peoplein 
D 2 whoſe 


20 Wonderful Signs 


whoſe very preſence Chriſt wrought his Miracles. Luke 24.18. 
19. for he 4:4 nothing in 4 corner, as Att. 26. 26 bur before mul- 
titudes of SpeAtators and Eye-witneiſes thereof. As to the 
third, to wit , Ordinary Occurrences Which cometh to pafs 
commonly and uſually by the power of Nature ( and often 


by the dexterity of Art) is notmy defigned Sub'e& in this ſhorr 


Diſcourſe, though there be whole bundles of Wonders, even in 
the common courſe of Natural (if not Artificial) produQtions, as 
I have Inſtanced in ten particulars aforementioned, which ar 
this time may be ſufficient. As to the ſecond, to wit, Marvels 
(which are certain middle rhings, betwixt M:racles and 0rd na- 
ry Occurrences) thoſe are the principal matter_ intended to be 
Diſcuſſed in this little Treatiſe (which though ir be little in its 
Bulk) yer Treateth upon the great things of GOD. "Tis aTheo- 
Togical Maxim, that an #xcreated liberty is an Attribute of rhe 
Divine Eſſence, and this being 1»fizite, (as well as -Increated) 
cannot be limitred by any of its objets, bur Ads freely and 
out of his meer good pleaſure, and nor out of any neceſſity of 
Nature. P/. 115. 3. Dan. 4. 25. Fer. 27. 5. and18. 4. &c. 
Hereupon the Great God, being a Free Agent may ſometimes 
ſtep our of his common Road, and ordinary courſe of Provi- 
dence, and fo work beyond the reach of Nature, and above the 
Skill of Avt, to the producing of not only Miracles as above) 
but alſo Marvels or Wonders, Thus God is Deſcribed to be 
pne that doth great things and unſearchable,yea marve!ous th ngs with- 
out xinmber, Job 5.9. Thus Eliphaz here ſpake the Truth, con- 
cerning the wonderful W:{4:;m and Almighty. Prwer of God; and 
F05 himſelf doth readily ſer his. Seal ro thar great Truth , Fob 
9. 10. He isa God Glorious in Holineſs , fearful in Praiſes, and 


aoing Wonders, Exod. 15. 11. "Tis a moſt ſtately Deſcription of 


- God, crying who is |,ke thee, and David cryes alſo-Whe,. 1s a God 


lite our great Gol, a God that doth Wonders, Pf. 77. x3. F4, Stila 


'micabilia ſant omnimodo memorabilia, He miketh his' marve- 
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lour Works, all worthy to be remembred.. Pſ' 111 4 
la:Sacred Scripture, we find Mir acies ani 1'arveſs or VVan- 
| ders, 
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ders, are promiſcuouſly taken for each other, yer are they not 
convertible Terms : 'All Miracles are indeed Marvels, but. [v.ce 
ver{; Jon the other hand all Marvels are not Miracles + there is 
this difference [ Ex parte Rei ] berwixr them, Miracles do excced 
the power of Created Agents, but Marvels do nor ſo, yer are 
they extraordinary Productions of Divine Providence, over- 
ruling Natural Agents: God is ſaid to work three ways: 1/77. 
x7 vow according to Nature: 2/y, mes www beſides Na- 

ture : 3ly img :var above Nature ; but never (as ſome fay) 4m 
ever diretly againſt Nature : The ordinary products of Pro- 
vidence, are accord-ng to Nature: Extraordinary Miracles are 
above Nature: and extraordinary Marvels arc: only hefid: Na 
ture ; but ſhould the Great God pur forth his power againſt 
Nature, Nature would be deſtroyed, and the Deſtruction of 
Nature would be the Deſtrution of the World, for it is as a 
round chain conſiſting of many links all linked one to another) 
and if one of thoſe links be looſed, the whole chain falls in pic- 
ces and becomes uſeleſs :'As ro thoſe Marvels or Wonders, which 
are beſtde Nature ( the preſent Subje of my Diſcourſe.) A 
right underſtanding may be had hereof, in this manner ; we 
maſt ſuppoſe the God of Nature is above Nature; ſo can over- 
rule it art his pleafure': No Natwral Agtnts as ofſibly, A 
without the leave of SypebnaturaF Provitlents.\ | ke Fjre.cannot 
burn (as in the Caſe of the Buſh, Exod: 3. 2. and" of *the three 
Nobles of Baby/on, Daii.'3.. 28.) nor can the waters drown (as 
inthe Caſc of the Red-Sea and of Foray) withiout (as-Philoſo- 
phy phraſerh it)- a- Divine concourſe: © God is' the primus. motor, 
and” his Providence is the primem mobile of all Created things, 
and have their Dependency upon their Creator (both as to b-- 
ing and as to mot10n-and as to: all things, AR 19. 25; 28.) and 
no created beirg-can-make any motion; more than the leſer 
-Wheels can move ina Clock or-#atch, without rhe Impulſion of 


ithe greater Wheels thereof: yerſtil we muſt know, when this 


'Grear Creator worketh any 14arvels (yea or Mirac'es)' Le till 
ho'deth Nature as a- en or-Pe- c/, in his Band, and drairs bis 
& 'n 
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own Models or Platforms (cither;prdinayy or Fx!rtordinary) ac- 
cording to his own pleaſure, yea. 'ris alt. one with GOD wae- 
ther he act with it or withour ir, by a power that is Almighry, 
All ſufficient (of it ſelf ) and infinitely Superior to ir, for he is 
under no obliging neceſſity of being contined to uſe Vature as 
1:is Pen or Penci/. Though this general Diſcourſe hath (beyond 
my expcCtation) ſwoln much upon my Hand, yet have all 
along judged ir neceſſary to ſay all that I have ſaid, for a fuller 
F-xpl.cation of my preſent Subjet (which ought to be diſtin&tly 
diſcourſed) before any «Application can be made rhereof : there- 
tore to avoid any farther prolixity, I ſhall (tor brevity fake) 
conhiac my ſelf. to three Heads: 1/. The Sorrs. 2:9. The 
Scenes, 317. The Sion:fications of thoſe marvelous Sizns and 
ronders, &c, 1.: Of the Sorts or Kinds of them : 1. Philoſo- 
phy telleth us of three ſorts of Signs : 1ſt. Such as are memora- 
ve (called wwiwms ) which recalleth ſomething thar is paſt, 
to preſent remembrance, as the Raiy- Row is.a ſtanding Sign and 
Monument of the paſt Food, and as thar ſtately and lotry Pil- 
lar, lately Erc&ed nigh Zo2don-Bridge,is a Monument ( focalled) 
of the latc dreadful burning of Lendov. 21y. Such S:zns as 
are Demonſtr ative (called 919244) which do ſhew ſomething 
that is preſent, as Smoak doth Demonſtrate ' ſome Fire to be 
preſent, and the Buſh, that. Wine is then and there to be. ſold, 
and ſuch like, as are 0rdimary ; and ſo thoſe Signs Extraordinary, 
which accompanicd the primitive Believers: Mark 16. 17. 20. 
did all ſignify Gods ——— co-working with them, working 
wonderful Works, both jn Preachers and Hearers, Fc. 3ly. 
Such Signs as are Predidive (call'd 2&y195u4 ) which S.. - - 
gerh or forcſhewerth ſomething that is Future, and will come ro 
paſs, as redneſs of the Sky, at the Evening, betokens a fair day 
appxoaching ; bur in the morning the ſame is a S:gz of Rain or 
Wind, 11at.-16. 3. This is proved and approved, by Uniyer- 
ſal Experience, the probable Reaſon whereof in rhe courſe of 
Nature, may be this, the Setting-Sun carries off thoſe red 
Clouds all along with ir, our of our Horizon, into the other 

He- 
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Hemiſphere, and there diſperſcth them, cither ro a Conſumprti- 
on or to a Rainy day unto our Antippdes ,. but rhe Riſing Sun, 
carries the Red Clouds up aloft along with it, in'o our Meridi- 
an, and then diſſolves them into Wind or Rain ; not unlike ro 
this, is that Prognaſtick Monaſlick. gf thePoes, from the vari- 

ous.colour of the Firmament., Hs 
Cerwleus pluvias, Denuntiat Ienteus Euros. A watery Sky forc- 
telleth Rain, and a red fiery Sky foreſignifies high, boilterous 
and tempeſtuous VVinds. Theſe (and juch like) are call'd na- 
rucal and or4izary Prognoſticks, and.not at all unlawful in their 
own nature, for CHRIST-did not reprove the Phariſes and $a4- 
duces (in Matr. 16. ,3.: 4.) for © Gin P6jng weather-wiſe (though 
it belonged nor ro their Profeſſion) and for their diſcerning the 
Face of rhe Sky, concerning fair and foul Seaſons, to the more 
aptly ordering their ſecular Occaſions, , he did not blame them 
for this abſolutely bur comparatively only, becauſe they could be 
lo $kilful in the Book of Natyre, yer were fo anski{ful 'in the 
Bogk of Scripture ; ſaying, certainly; you Leaders'of the Peo- 
ple cannot be ignorant what the Scriprure teſtifies, that the 
Adefſiah ſhall make the Deaf rg Hear, the Dumb. ro Speak, the 
Neal tp Live; Gc. . Such | igna m/ighia | V Yppders hath been 
wroyght ,by. me, .as never were ſeen of heard of, ”and ye your 
ſelves canyot but. acknowledg it, Fon 11.49. Beſides, the 
Teſtimonies 3, of Angels. - 2. Of the Star. 3. Of the Dore. 
4. Ofmy Father. 5. Of Fohn Baptiffh. 6. Of the yery De- 
Yils..., Yea 7ly., Of the Multityde, yer cannot yee Diſcern the 
Signs, of the Twves. Yee mult all therefore be (faith our Lord) 
eirher a fort of ſordid ſorry Sorts, or deep Difſemblers and Hy- 
perbolical Hypccrircs, or both, in ſeeming ſo cy:ticall ro enquire 
aſter the '1/:ſavh, ſo currous to ſearch after the Truth, which 
;F&E are neither £arcful to know., nor conſciencions to obey, Yet 
therg be other, Figs, which are). teſdes thoſe Nararal and 0-- 
4444"), ONen, preterpignas | and extraordinary, which arc progno- 
licks alſo of furure things, Neither is it Unlawful, ro paſs a 
General Judgment, tho a Particular without 'a Special Gift 
| may 
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may. be) upon them, as, will 'be' made 'more Diftintly manifeſt 

in the Application of the whole.” Again, Thoſe prognoſtick or 

preſaging SIGNS are Reduc'd to Three Heads, They are ei- 

ther 1. Omens , or 2. Morſters, or 3. Prodigies, As to the 

1. to Omit all the 0» exs obſerved by: the Superſtitious in a 

way of Divination, as, Sneezings, Valentines, itumbling upon 

the Threſhold in the Morning ar firſt going out, ſtepping over 

the Threſhold with the lett leg firſt, or knocking the Knees or 
Leggs one againſt another, 'even to a Fall, fc. The Su- 
perſtition * I have Demonſlrared in my Antidote againſt 
Popery, pag. 14, to 18. However Dreams appear to be om.- 
2:45 either tor Good or for Evil, or for both, nor only our of 
the Platonick, Stoick and Pythagorean Philoſophers, byt alſo 
out of the Scriptures as in Pharoah's, young 'S.imnels, Dantels , 
and Foſeph's -Drcams,. there was an Omer inthemall: now, 
They are either 1. Nat#ra/,and ſuch are very, Deccitful;Eccleſ. 
5. 7. So not to be Regarded unteſs, tor fach” and fach Ends, 'as 
I have mentioned in my Tredchery of the Heart. pag. 92. 2. Dia- 

bolical ſuch as (ſome ſuppoſes ) Pilate's Wives was, whereby 
che Devil might endeavour to hinder the Work of our Redem- 
ption.3. Divine Dreams, which ſometime be doubled, and fo do 
make a deep impreſſion,as that of Pharaoh,&c. Gen 41.1,5.G. 

Thus 'tis ſaid, God came to «Abimelech in a Dream, Gen. 20, 3. 

"This was frequent- under all the Old Teſtament, and at the 
beginning of the New :_ but now ſince God has ſpoke his Will, 
in his Word, to us by his Son, : Hebr.'r. 1. 2. We muſt not now 
expoEt any New Revelation abour any DivineTruth from God 
in Dreams: yet poſſibly God may communicate ſome, Infor- 
mation about Humane Events to his Godly Servants by Dreams : 
Inſtance Monic.'s Dream concerning her Son 4»gn»ſt:» while he 
was'a Manichee, Thar her Son ſhould return to the true Faith 
of his Mother, which ſhe conſtrucd as a good 074+,” and ac- 
cordingly the Lord heard her Prayers and Tears for him, and 
cauſed him to return : There be ſundry others in Ecclehſiaſti- 


cal Hiſtory which I paſs-by,and pitch only upon bleſſed Parem's 
Dream, 
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Dream, related by his Son Philip writing his Fathers Life, as a 


Preface to his Comments. | Saying this, 1 dreaw'd in the year 
= Ws (The very year of a great Comers appearing,) that I ſaw 
W.7 


ldeberg in « thick Smoak, bat the Princes Pallace all on 4 light 


fire : Herenpon 1 Prayed, Oh moſt merciful GOD! divert from us this 


moſt ſad Omen, and ſave thy Sarepta from theſe Deſolations by the E- 
nemy, both within and without. Thus the Good mandream'd,and 
thus he pray'd, but the Decree was gon forth, and ſhortly at- 
ter executed acccording to his Dream. Yet this is a moſt 


* certain Truth, Tharall Dreams are not gnificant, much leſs 


have any thing Divine in them : Therefore 'tis nor only Eol- 
ly but miquiry alſo to pur ſuch an Univerſal Streſs upon them, 
asif Godialwayes warn us.in and by them concerning future 
Events : This is nor only Vain Curioſity, to ſearch into Secrets, 
but alſo a Sinful Superſtgion, 

The Second Predi&ive Sign are Monſters, ſo called 4 monſtran- 
go, becauſe they do premonſitrate ſome furure Events, though 
it. be not every ones part to aſſign them in particular ; as. be- 
foxe the Deſtrudtion of Jeruſa!em, a Cow did bring forth a 
Lamb ; the Deftruction of the City was preſag'd by ir,:.. Phi- 
loſophers telleth us, That there are no Mo»ſters properly 
among; Plants,” but only among Animals, and among them, 
"Tis not barely Exceſs, as ih Gyazts, or Defe& of Quantity, as 
in Pygmees) that make a Honftex : but when the Animal doth 
ſo much vary from the Right Diſpoſition of its own Kind, as 
ro-make- it either Horrible or Miſerable, then 'tis a Monſter. 


'Thoſe/ Animals are Monſters, that have two Heads and bur one 
. Heart, which is the: Fountain of Life : this makes but. one 


Animal, yer Monſtrous: - but, If there be two hearts as well 


- -as.:Two Heads, This make 2 Monſtrous Animals, : for in ſach 


/ 


tis obſerved, when the one ſleeps, the other can wake, when 
the one laughs, the other can weep, when the one Dyeth; the 
other may over-live, 'as Buchanan gbſerverh, Rer.- Scor. lib. ;. 


Some, indeed, do make thoſe-exceſſes and Defets of Nature 
(mentioned, Lev. 21, 17. to 23.) monſtrous marks of Diſgrace, 
E  - | | 
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as if Nature had Sct her black Brand of Diſgrace upon them , 
and as'if thoſe monſtrous Deformitics of rhe Zzody did Demorn- 
ſtrate'the like Defedts and Detormitics in the/ Sou/: "Tis que, 
epncerning thoſe that are crook'd. back'd(which is one of Bog. 
brands of Nature. mentioned in Levit. 21.) Flutarch faith, They 
do [ Nemeſin propriam portare| carry upon their Backs their own 
Deſtinies, - and 1o, indeed ; our crook-back'd: Richgrd did, &e. 
Bur the Tenderneſs of God in the Levitical Law, Adwards ſuch 
is very obſervable, thar tho none ſuch muſt-be admirted to of- 
fer'\up fire-offerings to the Lord, leſt they ſhowld pollute Gods San 
#4.ry, both as they were to be Types of a Comely Chriſt, Pf, 
45.3: and Canr. 5: 10. &c. and as they ſhould be better than 
their 'Sacrifices, which were 'to have no blemiſh, -Levit. 22. 
20, The Offerer /, muſt ' be 'no' more 'blemiſhed* than 
the Offering, yet might they eat thewBread of their God, Lovir. 
22.22. which ſhews us, Thar our 1nvl»ntary weakneſſes ſhall 
nor'Debarr' us of the Seals and Benefirs; of Chrift :./'/Bur' the 
orher Prieſts for Voluntary Uncleanneſs were Depriv'd of that 
Privifedge which the Deformed ones [(wherein they were "rot 
blamable) had Admiſtion unto, Levit.:22. 3. yea further, The 


Scripture telleth us, That Halting Jacob was rrue hearted, thar - 


Blear eyed Zeah was both fruirful' and faichful., Famenng 
Moſes was the meckeſt man nponi/Earth; 'and Mephibs/h?1h tho 
he was lame, "yet was he loyal, &c. as if the God of Nature 
did commonly compenſate and Recompence all rhe Deftets of 
the Body, with a better and more bleſfed Surpluſſige in 'the 
$4 : But- to paſs-by -all the Defets in Nature, and'Speak 
only of the Zxc:f, which Phil phaneyeth cannot make 
a Moftes, ' Secing 'tis no more than the Higkeft Vigour of Na- 
rure, wherein ſhe exerteth her utmoſt ſirengrh for producing 
- of Gyams, yer thoſe prodigious mighty men; rhe: Scripture 
menrions,- Gen. 6.4. Numb.14.:x8, 43.'Deut. 1 18. and $.-1x, 


Amos 5.9; &c; were probably: Monſters ; being, both. monRrous 


in/ their Manners, and -in their” Mighrineſs': Some'ds tall as 
Oaksand Cedars,'Amos 3:9 ' and one of them, viz. 08, was'fo 
maſly, that a Bed of wood was not ſtrong cnough to bear the 
"Vaſt 
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Vaſt Weight of his overgrown. Body in - turning: himſelf upon 


it, but he muſt have a Bed-ſtcad of Iron, and that too, thar-jr 
might be as a juſt Proportion to his Bulky Body, mult be fif- 


recn foot, thar is, five yards cighrt Inches long and ſeven foor 


broad, Deur. 3.11. yea fo great ſome of them were, that the 


1] Greatneſs of the great. God himſelf is aſcribed to them, cen- 


are Numb. 13. 33. With Iſai qo. 22, where other men were 
aid to be as Graſhopppers, poor, low, contemprible things in com- 
pariſon of thoſe Monſtrous Gyants, as well as in compariſon 
of the Mizhty God. y 
So that Theology (more noble than Philoſophy) doubterh 
not to call that Race of Rephaims Monſters, ſuch as great Gol 
ab, who could not only bear and wear Weapens which (at the 
leaſt) weighed above two hundred pounds weight, and walk 
with them, but he was able ro weild them and to. War with 


them. 1, Sa. 17. 4, 5, 6,7. Oh what a prodigious Monſter 


was this mar, Arm'd Cap-a-pee, and falking in the Field like a 
whole walking Armory, However that Gyant (call d | i{b middab] 
a man of mighty meaſure) having twenty four Fingers and Toes. 
2. Sam. 21. 20. 1, Chron. 20, 25. may well enough be dee- 
med a Moniter among men, yet notwithſtanding thoſe two 
mighty Mozſters atorenamed went into the bield like Thunder 
and Lightning (defying the God of 1ſ-ae!) they went off (both 
of them) like footy ſmoak, and ſtinking Snuff : Now the God 
of Nature never ſent any of thefe mighty Monſters into the 
World, in thoſe ancient times, but it was to premornſtrate that 
much Rapine, Violence, Arbitrary Oppreſſion and Tyranny 
thould be perpetrated by them amongſt men, as Nimrod, that 
mighty one or Gyant (according to the Greek) that Wagnifi.o, or 
Grand Rebel (as Hebr. Nimrod ſignifies) and: that firſt Babel- 
builder, was a crafty and cruel Hunter (not fo- much of Beaſts 
as) of men,whom he ſacrificed to his Luſts, he was the firſt who 
(after theFlood) ſer up anArbitrary and Violent Domination 0: 
ver Men (purſuing thoſe that would not ſubmit ro his Tyran- 


nical Yoak) with no more pitty than Hunters ſhew to Beaſts, 
E 2 which 
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which they Hunt for their Pot or Spit : Hereupon Tyranny 
is in Scripture alluded to Hunting. Fey. 16. 16. - Lam. 4. 18 
Monſters in magnitude prove moltly Monſters in manners too, 
this Nimrod who was a Rebe/to God his Srperior (as his name 
ſignifies) was alſo a Tyrant ro Men that were his 1nferioure, 
| haveirig a Beline not a Genuine greatneſs : and though our 
preſent Times doth not prodnce fuch /:tter al Mon#ters, as the 
ancient Times did, yet [God knows) we have too many my/t;- 
cal and m:ra! Monſters, both Inferiours who become Monſters in 
Iniquity, (none ſuch Sinners and matchleſs among men) and Supe- 
riour s Who become Monſlers in Tyranny, grinding the Faces of 
their poor people, both thoſe ſorts of Monſters do premonſtrate 
the Judgments of God againſt them, they are link't together : 
bur above all, the greateſt Monſter, thar this day affordeth is 
that Behemoth, that Beaſt of Beaſts, the Antichr 4 who may 
well be call'd a 1-onfter (according to the Philoſophers definiti- 
on of it ) A Monſter (ſaith he) eft_peccatum nature, Ke. A 'Tranſ- 
greſſion of Nature, wherein ſtrange Members in the Pody, and 
Strange qualities in the Mind, are produced and expoſed to 0- 
n view: how well this doth [ qnadrore] and accordeth with the 
Romiſh Beaſt, appeareth by conſidering two Scriptures. Day, 5. 
7. and Revel. 13. 2. Oc.) 1/. Daziels 4th. Beaſt (which was the 
Roman Power (is not likened to any certain Beaſt (as the other 
t] r:c aforementioned are) becauſe no particular Beaſt ( amongſt 
the moſt ſavage the World bringerh forth) can be named ſo 
cruel and ſo monſtrous as to expreſs the Cruelty and Mon- 
ſrouſneſs of that fourth Monarchy, no not, although it were 
G08 Moy 4 hos agate! worn 5 'oeics as H. mer ſaith,a Lion before, ' 
a Dragon behind, and in the midſt a Chimera : *tis therefore a 
nameleſs Monſter, made up of all the curſed properties of the 
forenamed Beaſts : This Beaſt is ſaid ro. be arverſe from all the 
Brafts, not only for its monſ{rons qualities in 14: mind (having all 
and more of all the other Beaſts) but alſo ſor its m1nſtrons 17em- 
bers in the Body, Deſcribed by Daniel, and 21y. by job». Reyel. 
13. I. 2. 11. Having 7 Heads (to Pit with) and 10 Herps (to 
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p»*ſb with) the Feet of « Bear, and the Mourh of a Lyon, Himſelf 
like a Leopard, and the Dr:gon g ving him Power, as if all Mon- 
flrous Immanity were mer together in him ; "This is the man of 
Sin, and the mighty 10ſt: r of preſent times, which dothplain- 
ly premonſlrate, nothing can be expected but Barbarous and 
Savage Out-rages, until Chri/t (our true Hercules) come ro cut 
off all the He as of this Lerrean Monſter, and his Carpenters 
come to ſaw of all his Horns. Th# & that Ahaz, 2. Chron. 28. 
22, This is that Nimrod (or Rebel againſt Chriſt, even Anti- 
chri#t) of our Day, that mizbty Hunter (even of the Lives and 
Souls of men) betore the Lord, who dare Hunt thus, in ſpight 
of an All-ſeeing God, who bcholderh all his. bold, boiſterous 


and brutiſh Huntings, Zzod. 3. 9. This is that mſtcry of 1ni- 


guity, and mother of Harlits, that has made ſo many Kings of the _ 
Earthdrunk, with the Intoxicating Cup, of her (b th of cor- 
poral and ſpiritaal) Fornications. I have ſometimes wondred 
why Sir F4w-:r4 Cook (that ſtrenous Lawyer and Lord Judge) 
uſed to call Royal Prerogative, 4 mighty Monſter, and I cannor 
tell how to pur a ſounder ſenſe on ir, than by Interpreting his 
Words thus ; Thar Popery in all Kings and Kingdoms brings 
forth Tyr anny, 5% zixe x5:5w x96) wr Evil Bird, Evil ER , aSis the 
Mother fo is the Daughter ; This Monſtrous Beaſt brings forth 
moſt Monſtrous B!7ths : no doubr but there is a juſt Prezogative 
(well butred and bounded) belonging ro Kings, yet may it bc 
ſaid of it, as Naturaliſts ſay of the Dragon | /erpens ſerpentes 20- 
randofit Draco ] as when an overgrown Serpent hath devoured 
other Serpents, that are leſſer and below him, thereby he be- 

coms a Dragon. So when Royal Prerogartive hath ſwallowed ' 
both Priviledee,of Parliaments and Liberty or Property of Subjects, 
then doth it Degenerate into a Tyr annical Monſter, and this is 
evident in ”opiſh Kirigdoms, where the King is called a K127 of 
Aſſes, their Subje&s being as ſo many Vaſſals, Peaſants, and (1l- 
ly Aſſes, tame!y conching down uder every Burden, that an untimi- 
ted "rerogative Impoſeth on them': As that Cyea'ure is com- 


monly Repured a Monſter wherein'the common Rules of -Na- 
rare 
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rure (which never intendcth any monſlrous thing) are preyari- 
cated: fo this Preregative (that Sage Judge ſo Styleth ) may 
well be accounted a Monſter, when there is any notorious pre- 
varication from the known Fundamemal Laws of the Land 
there y, when all Law becomes ſwallowed up with an Abſo- 
Jute and Arbitrary Domination, and when no rule is obſeryed 
therein, but Sic Yolo ſic Fubeo, ſt.ut pro ratione voluntas, And quod 
liver, licet which are the Propoſals of Popiſh Paraſites to Popiſh 
Princes, Thus one 1:0»ſter begets and brings forth another in 
its own Monſtrous likeneſs. The beaſtly Religion of that 
Monſtrous Beaſt of #2me , both begers and brings forth Mon- 
ſirous Tyranny, changing Due Preroga'ive into a tyue Monſter. 
God Almighty bleſs this poor Land from all ſuch Prerogative- 
Monſiers, which have ſo long infeſted E»rope : Though Africs 
hath becn always accounted famous for affording moſt a4ecn- 
{ers, according to that old Adage | 4frica ſemper al:1quid novi ſen 
Lonftra Aſert] and I find this Story in Record, That in Africa 
near Nilus were found a few Mice, only one half made up, Na- 
ture was there taken in the very Nick, hoxv the was prevented 
from perfecting her Work I know nor, yet this (ſaith my An- 
thor) I know, ſhe had wrought Lite in the foreparts thercof 
(Head and Breaſt) but the hinder ow {till remainedunform'd, 
unquickned,ſtill abiding in the fa{hion of a little lump of Earth, 
and ſo ſhe leſt them ; bur by the Premiſes it appeareth that 
Europe as well as Africa aboundeth with 140nſters, and not fo 
much with monſtrous Mice which marr the Land, as 1, Sam. 6.5; 
Or as £iny writes, with ſuch Mice which drove out the Inha- 
bitants out of Trou and the liland Gyar, Pliny lb. 8. cap. 28. 
and 10. and 10. cap. £5.68, Nor with ſuch Ace as Speed in 
E/ſex mentionerh in the year 1581. (juſt an hundred years ago) 
which came in a great Army and over-ran.the Marſhes of D-z- 
2) Hundred, near unto South 1inſter, ſhearing the Graſs to the 
very roots, and ſo tainted the ſame with their venemous Teerh 
that a.great Murrain fell upon their Cartel thar grazed there- 


on. Alas Europe is now Infelted.not only with Land Marring 
| Mice 
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Mice (which threatneth both ai Famine of Bread; anda Famive bf 
the Werd too, Amos. 8. 11.) but alfo withimoafirobus and Lahd- 
marring Bcaſts, ſnch as are butting puſhing Ks -and flinking 
nauſty Goats, Ezek. 34. 17. 18. 19. 20. to wit, the Popiſh 
Clergy, who cat up the Beſt, and beat down the relt, with tneir 
foul &cer, and for wholeſom, obtrude Brakiſh water npon men, 
ro quench theirThirſt,muzling and milleading fome filly Souls, 
ro tced upon Traditions,.lying Legends, cheating —_— 
vowed Pilgrimages, hard Pennances, &e. They. are glad to car ' 
ſuch as they can catch, but other more enlightned Souls as 
cannot touch, taſ{ nor handie with them, -they -161uſt with rhe ſie, 
and with the ſhoul1er, v. 21, and pajh them with therr Horns of Ex- 
communications and Perſecutions, | mri they: have fcattertd thin; 
abroad, They force them our of the Fold, Flock, and Paſture. of 
Gods Ordinances, adminiſtred in power and purity : in ſuch a 
cale what can the Kighteons do? Fi. 18. 3.. They are nor able to 
abide the puſhitngs of thoſe Monſtrous Beafts, rhey muſt cither 
Fly or Dye, they have. not 'a Third for 1their: choice, oh' pray, 
thar Chriſt (the good Shepard) may come 'and ſave hs Flock 
{rom being « Prey to thoſe Monſters, and to Fudge berween Cattle 
and-Catzle, and. toicauſe thoſe xwnclean'Brafts to ceaſe ont of this Land, 
and ether Lands in .Enropc, v.23 to 26.  'The Lion N-r0,/ 'and 
other- Slaughter-$laves' of Satan, atſuredly {hall not' worry: 
Geds Flock for ever. Tis Gods promile 1 will canſe the unclean 
Spirit (of the monſtrous Beaſt) 10 paſs vat of the Land, Zech. 13. 
2. Bur what a deadly Bite this deadly Beaftmay give at paſ- 
ſing and parting we know not,orſus Beſtie mori nade ſunt maxi- 
me moriiferi, the good Lord give us a good Deliverance from 
the laſt Bite, The:third FrediCtive Sign or Wonder, is pro.41;;- 
es prodig:um, ſome Erymologizeth quaſi preaitium, becauſe "ris 
predictive and prognoſticating: others quaſi porro azerilum 
[more and further to. do}as a Prodigy portends God hath fome 
more and frrther great Work todo in the World : in Greek 'tis cal- 
led 7:5 4 794% reyrer, becauſe a Prodigy is an affrighrful pro- 
ſpe. In Hebrew 'tis cailed [ Mopherh a Faſaph Splenduit, fulfit, 
_ 1l- 
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Illuxit, becauſe Prod:gies (eſpecially rhoſe in the Heavens) have 
a ſhining ſpendour, which do dazle the Eyes ofbeholders, and 
oft Aſlloniſheth their Minds with their ſparkling and. ſhining 
Luſtre. The word [Mopheth] D-wt.13. 2. Is Tranſlated poy- 
rentum (quia Indicat quid perro tendatur, becauſe it portends ſome 
further tendency of Providence) though there it be uſed for fal- 
lacious Wonders, which. the Devil (by Fannes and Fambres) 
wrought, through Gods permilſion, for the further hardning of 
Pharozh's Heart, Trac Portents, Prodigies, or Wonders (that 
do exceed the common courſe of Nature) are always Gods 
Seals, whichhe never ſets on for confirming an untruth : they 
have (in the-general) 'a perfwading power to believe, and 
prompting us to awake out of ourlazy flumbers; hence one 
wittily compares Prodizies expoſed to View, unto a Mufitians 
firſt ſtrokes upon his Inſtrument, ro try in what tune ir is: and 
then he purs forth his moſt excellent dexterity in playing over 
ſundry ice Leſſons, with moſt melodious and Ravilhing Mu- 
ſick :- Thus when the great God doth” expoſe his wonderful 
Prodizies unto Publick view,and the knowledge of Mankind, it 

lainly portends that he therein is runing his Inſtrument, (as 
= is the chief Muſitian,according to Davids Dedication to ma- 
ny of his Pſalms): and thar he is about to play over ſome emi-_ 
nent Acts of Providence (which he wilt mannage throughout 
with moſt excellent skill) upon the Stage of the World, even 
ſuch curious Lefſons , (though conſiſting of Diſcords) which 
may prove ſad cordoliums to the V Vicked, yer fweer Cordials 
ro the Godly, 

The ſecond patticular in this General Diſcourſe, is the Scene 
whereon the great God ſhews his marvelous S:2ns andWonders, 
and where they have their extraordinary ſcituation : whereof 
we'cannot have a better account from any better Hand, than 
from the ſweer ſinger of Iſrael ?/ 135. 6. VVhere after he had 
deelared. 1, Gods Goodneſs, v. 3. Then 2. Gods Greatneſs, v. 5. 
Yea greater than all Gods. either Deputed (as Magiſtrates, Pf. $2, 
i. 6.) Or Reputed as Idols Pf. 115. 4. 1, Cor. 8. 4. He comes - 


to 
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to-deelare what a moſt free Agent, this go-d and great Cod is. w. 
6. Doing whatever pleaſeth hm, whereby he :confureth three 
ſorts of the Truths Adverſaries : 1/t. The Sto:cks that bind 
Gods Almighty Hands, under a Faral neceſſity,as if God could 
do nothing bur as ſecond Cauſes do move and oblige him : 
2, The Epr!careans, who dotingly Dream, that God (called 
Attys purifſimss) is altogether Idle,fitring in Heaven at his own 
eaſe, and alrogether unconcerned with the Afﬀairs of this low- 
. er World which (they ſay are managed by chance and fortrne : 
3. The Ethnicks,who confefs God to be concerned in the grear- 
eſt matters of this lowermoſt World, but not with the kat of 
them, ſaying, 

' Non wacat exiguis Rebus 4deſſe Fovi, 
Fove is not ar leiſure to be preſent at ſmall marcers. 


| David here doth Demonſtrate the groſſneſs of all thoſe three 
miſtakes; ſaying,God is always ar work, as Fohn 5. 17. and he 
works freely what he pleaſerh. P/.115.3;and under no Conſtraint 
or Reſtraint, no ſecond cauſe can either he/p him or hinder him,e- 
ven the ſeeming Impediments he oyer-ruleth, and making them 
ſerviccable to his own irreſiſtible Will : as ?haorah's Daughter 
ismnade to preſerve Moſes, who was to Deſtroy Pharoah's King- 
dom, c. And laſtly, he nameth the three grand Stages or Thea- 
rers whereon God worketh what he 0nns. both his Ordinary 
and extraordinary works, to wit, Heaven Earth and Sea,the great 
God is concern'd in all things that come to paſs in all rheſe 3 
parts of the viſible World : This leads me the General to 
a particular Diſcourſe of thoſe mighty Signs, Wonders and Pro- 
argies, which the great God (hath very lately ſhewn ro the 
World, upon all thoſethree Scenes or Srages, And firſt in the 
Heavens, this Mighty God (Jehovah not Fove or Jupiter) is de- 
clared to be the 1/ater of all Meteors, Jerem. 10.13. Pl. 145. 9. 
whether they be Fiery, Airy, or V Vatery, and whether they te 
Ordinaiy Or Extraordinary. 1. Ordinary, "tis the great Gcd 
that cauſetb Vapours to aſcend from the ends of the Earth. Pf. 1 35 % 
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+, And Jerem. 10. 13. Thoſe Vapours the Sun, Moon and 
Stars exhaleth out of the E47th and Sea \by the Ordinance of 
the Creator) whereon thoſe uſual Metcors (as Clouds either 
with Rain or withaurt, Th :nders and the R:1inbow &c ) are made 
as on their proper, matter: 'This may be exemplificd in the /:7- 
ile World ( Man) in, whom Vapours are experienced to Aſcend up 
from below unto the Brain, and from thence again do.Deſeend 
ina Defluxion of Rheum down upon rhe Lungs, cc. Thus it 
is inthe Grcat World, as to the firſt common Meteor, ro wit, 
Cliuds, which are moiſt Vapours dra «n up (as is aforeſaid) in- 
ro the middle Region, where being, by. the coldnels thereof, 
condenſed and congcaled, they ſo continue there, until by the 
warmth of the Sun they come to be diſſalyed and turn'd into 
Rain. Zanch, de Op r. Dir. lib. 3, cap. 6. pag. 381. Hereupon 
they are called, Gods Gardex-Pit for watering Flants, where- 
with he duly watereth, the wide Garden of the World. Now 
this, though Common, is one of Gods mighty S:g- s and Wor;- 
ders that he ſhould b:na-up ſuch a vaſt we'lgh! of water in bis 
Cluud:, which are nothing but Vapours knir together , and fo 
are Velſels much thinacr than the Liquor. contained in them, 
'tisa might Wonder, !4.:1:the Clouds are not rent unaer th: w, Job, 
26.8. And ſotocauſc a Catacly/me (or warer Spouts,, as: Mery. 
riners-call them) to drown not only Ships at: Sea, but alſo the 
whole G/obe of the Earth. This wonderful work. of God, (thar 
ſach a Maſly weight-ot V Varer, ſhould be contin'd. re a thin 
Cloud, as if aſtrong man ſhould. be conjur'd into a flender Cot» . 
web, and there be kept Nolens Yole.is), It. well: weighed:, 
would be. ſufficient: ro convince the greateſt Artheilt in the 
VVor'd, of an Omnipotent Deity : no. mecr-man can ſpread a- 
toft the thinneſt Curtain | abſque falcris ] without ſome ſolid 
thing to uphold it; Yer. the-great God: ſpreade:h thoſe: thin 
Curtains (the Clouds) over the. whole Face of the: Firmamenr, 
Fo. 25: 9., 45. 29, ſuch as have great Foods bound vp, ſame-. 
LNCS #7 them, as 1A a4 Garment, Prov; ; ©- 4. Yet baye-they no» 


ching bat; the flaid Air to. ſuſtain them: there be. alſo Clouds 
| w,th-. 
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mhout watcr (as well as ith) which ſeem to carry the leſs 
VVondec inthem: yet if we Conſider, thatall Clouds are 
Gods 3punzes (aS Zanchy, that Divine Philoſopher calleth them) 
whi:hare in time filled with the waters that are above the 
Firmament, and the true rcaſen, why ſome Clouds do Rain up- 
on the Earth, and others doe not, is, becauſe God doth nor 
{queeze all thoſe Spunges with his mighty Hand : and thus 
God faith,T will command theClouds to Rain noRain upon this 
or that place./a.5.7. Thoſe are Clouds withour Rain Prov.25. 14. 
For God preſſeth them nor, and thoſe which God ſqueezerh (as 
man doth a Spunge,) he doth ir not with all his might, but 
gently, that they may moderately drop upon the Earth ro re- 
freſh ir, but not to R«ine it, as was done to the Old VVorld, 
when God opened the Cataradts of Heaven and wrung thoſe 
Spunges hard upon them: the Conſideration hereof ſhould 
bring man to rhe knowledge of the Power, Wiſdom and Codneſs 
of God, Rom. 1. 19. Fob. 38. 37. Fer. 5. 22. The ſecond 
common Meteor is Thunder, &c. This is alſo Wonderfal, that Fire 
and Water, ſhould mingle in one Cloud, and that Hard Stones 'ac- 
cording to the vulgar Opinion) ſhould come out of the midit of 
thin Vapouts. Theſs are Wonders in Nature far beyond Humane 
Aemteaton that one and the ſame C/oxd ſhould one while be 
an Aery Sea, to powr down a whole Tide of VVater, and ano- 
ther while, (even immcdiately) be as ſome Arry Furnace, which 
ſcattereth abroad flaſhes of Fire, into all parts of the Earth. 
aſtoniſhing the V Vorld with the dreadful noile of that Erupti- 
on, and that God ſhould fetch Fire out of the midſt of Water, 
and hard Thunderbolts out of the midfſt of fuch a foft Exhalatt- 
on as a Cloud is: Hec ſt ſane Tremend!, itque adm r.cnda,no les 
to be Dreaded than Admired : The third commÞIn Wonder in Na- 
ture is the Razz- Bow, fixed upon a watery Cloud, by the Refee- 
ion of the Sun upon it, This is fuch a wonderful work of 
God, that the very Heathens feigned it ro be rhe Daught- 
er of Thaumantias (which ſignifies VVonderment. This 1s a 


work. top-full of V Vonders, ver rſt, The beautiful _—_ 
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and: Faſhtoz of it, a-Semi-Circle,the ends whereof were never ſee 
by any Mortal, but as 'tis terminated by the Horifon. 2y. The 
Various Colours it carrieth. exceeding the ſplendour and. lively- 
neſs of rhe deepeſt Dye in the World) which have (asſome con- 
ceive) their various Significations, as the.rwo grand Deſtructi- 
ons of. the Old-World,' and of this New by Water and by Fre, 
the watery colour of the Ra: Bow ſignify ing the former,and its 
fiery colour the latter. 3/5. The ſeveral Prognoſticks of ir, ac- 
cording, toScal ge ſaying,a. morning Rain-bow portends Rain,bur. 
an evening one, fair weather. 4. The Shape of. ir, being thar 
of a Bow. (thereforEcalled.rhe-Kain-bow) which yer never thoor- 
eth any man, unleſs it be with Adwjr ation, Delight, &c, 5. The 
poſture of it, the Bext of the Bow is-from the: Earth and.towards 
Heaven, as if man were ſhooting at God, and not God at war. 
This Bow with both ends downwards and its back to Heaven; 
muſt needs be | nuntiwe fedvris & ſerenitatis || an Emblem of 
Peace, anda meſſenger.of Mercy to mankind, for he that ſhoot- 
' eth holdeth the Back of his Bow always: from. him, and this. 
may be the Signification of its. third, (ta wit Green) colour, 
that:is, the merciful preſcrvation of the VVorld, betwixrt thoſe: 
two grand Deſtructions. of it, ſignified by its watery and fiery 
colours aforeſaid. 64, The anreadineſs of it, a$:to.any Execu- 
tion.of Divine Diſpleaſure. David ſaith, God hath bent his Bow, 
and made his Arrow ready, Pf. +. 12.13. Buthere; though the 
Bow. ſeem bent, yet.we ſee no Strive, neither do we either read: 
of (as Ambroſe well obſerveth) or.behold any Arrow ordained: 
for. this Bow: If he-doth ſo at any time, 'tis; (a$*the ?ſalmft 
there tells us) againſt Perſecutors, and-not againſt his. People : 
The time would fail me to ſpeak of.the Wind, both Tempeſtu-- 
aus and VV hirlwinds (whereof I have ſpoke ſomething of it. 
in.my Crown of 4 o_—_ in Chapter of Meditation) and of 0-. 
rher- Meteors, in the Firmament, that:are ordinary products of 
Nature, yet Marvelous Wonders in Nature, a$ to-mans Capacity 
and/Apprehenfions.; Ir-ſhall ſuffice ro ſay only this in General 
a3:this.tice, which is:n0. leſs afignal and ſingular Wonder, that. 
QUT. 
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out of one and the ſame _ matter (to wit, out of thoſe ſame 
Fapours, which are exhaled our of the Earth and Water) ſo ma- 
ny ſeveral and differing Meteors ſhould be engendred by the Al- 
mighry Power, and unſearchable VViſdom of God. 

Come we nowto thoſe that are Extraordinary, and confine 
our ſclyes to this paſt year (1630.)only which God hath made 
Anntm Mirabilem, a wonderful year, as he did thart. paſt year 
(6a alfo. How thoſe rwo famous years run in. Paralel 
lines, Md yer how that Congruity hath alſo its Diſparity, is made 
manifeſt in the Application : The 1 /f. Sjgn [ow Heaven or Pro- 
digy in the Heavens: that this VVonder-working God ſhewed to 
the VVorld, was according (to-my now modell'd method) that 
prodigious Comet, or Blazing-ſtar, ſcen all over Europe ,. upon 
which I have Publiſhed, (for publick good) a little ſtircht Book 
of three ſheets, Entituled, A Philoſophical and Divine 
Diſcourſe Blazoning upon this Blazine-Star , unto which,. 
F muſt here: refer the Reader, for a diſtin diſcerning of 
the Produt?, Form, Colour, Motion, Scituation, and Signfication or 
Probable Prognoſticks, &c: Thereunto Here adding this little 
ſupplement, ar this time : This laft Comer (in the year 1680.) 
was ſo prodigious; that the like hath not been ſeen (for length 
and breadth of its Train) this $00 years, I have conſulted 0- 
ſfanaer's Epitome of the Centuries, who (indeed) mentioneth a 
Comet of an unuſual magnitude, alittle before the Death of Con- 
ftantine the Great, which (he ſaith) was expoſed to publick view, 
[eanti principis obitum Deſoznaſſe] as a Prognſtoick of the period. 
of ſo great and ſo good a Prince, Cent. 4. Lib. 2. Cap. 25. par. 
214. And theſame Author tells'of anorher Comer, of a prodi- 
gious-greatneſs, ſhooting his Dreadful Rays above the City, 
Conſtantinople, and reaching almoſt (as he: faith) from Heaven 
ro that City, which was (as he adderh) ro give warning. 
of Gajan the Scythian and Arrian's Deſign ro fer that grear- 
Ciry on Fire, yet through the T_ of God (ar the pray-- 
ers of his People in it, that Helliſh Plot (as he ſaythJwas moſt 
graciouſly-prevented): and that by an” Apparition of an Hoſt of 

An-- 
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e Angels, which terrified this Curſed 4rian, from his burning 
project. Sce Cernr. 5. Lib. i. Cap. 19. Paz. 89, Iwould to 


God the ſame mercy may be ſhown to Lo#/4o», tor the prayers of 
many in it. Ge, 18, 32. Iſay65. $8. The ſame Author al- 


lo telleth of another Comer, in the 6th. Century, which did por- 


tend the Overthrow of the Metropolis of Cil:cia by an Earth- 
quake, and much more miſchict done in the Eaſt. Cext. 6. Lib. 
I, Cap. 34. and of another Horrible one of an unuſual Longi- 
rude in F»ſtinian the Emperors time, which fore-ran that hor- 
rible Butchery the Hunns made over moſt of Exripe. Cert. 6, 
Lib. 3. Cap. 9. in the year 557. after Chriſt, But I do not 
find (in my Reading\ any ſuch prodigious Come! (as ro itsTrain) 
ſave only that one which was the fore-runner of the Turkiſh 
Monarchy in the 6th. Century, and who knows, but this para- 
tcl Blaze may likewiſe preſage the Approach of the fifth Mo- 
narchy of.our Dcar Redeemer, who will (ſooner or later) take 
to himſelf his great power and Reign, Rev. 11. 17. He will certain- 
ly Divide the ſpcil with the ſtrong, Wa. 53. 12. He will not al- 
ways be an underling in the World, bur will =_ in for his part 
which his Father gave him. P/. 2. $. in deſpight of a ſtrong 
Turk, ſtrong Pope, and ſtrong 7otentates, and a ſtrong Devit,(who 
isthe Maſter of them all) P his Father will make all his Sons 
Foes his Footſtool. *[. 110, 2, and Azatth. 22. 44. He will 
pur down all power that is oppoſite to the power of this Prexce 
of Gl11y, 1, Cor. 15. 24. and putthem (who now Creſt it high 
againſt Chriſt) into the fitteſt place for them, to wir, under 
Chriſts Fect. Tis beyond doubt, that this preſent Comer, put 
Rome into a ſtrange Conſternation ; oh pray, pray, pray, that 
the Influence of it may conſume all the dreggs of the 
Roman Church, in all that 3-//s Dominions, as Kep- 
ferns foretold long ago, ſhould be the effe of thar 
ConjunCtion af Saturn and Fupitcr, in Lev, a ſign of the Fiery 
Trigon. And thereaſon why ſuch an Effet was cxpeCted,may 
be this; The various Returns of thoſe eminent Trigons, fall 
out yery rarely in the World. Acute Ty-h0brahe, thus m—__ 

them, 
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Therthird under Moſes, The fourth under So/1w0n; « The fith 
under Chriſt, Tabernacling in Fliſh, Then the Roman Empire 
was in its Zenith or higheſt Advance : The fixthunder Carles 
the Great, when the Rem.1n was tarned into the German Em- 
ire, and the ſeventh draweth nigh, which is ſuppoſed ro have 
a Sabbatilm (as the Sabbath of Reſt, followed rhe 6 Days la- 
bour at the Crearion) in its Womb. Our Bleffed-|.4z; -rman& 
or] Maſter of the Marriage Feaſt, referverh his belt Wine for 
this laſt time : Although (that Univerſal Schollar) 4//e4 make 
a httle variation of thoſe 6 aforeſaid'Conjunttions and ' Revo- 
lJutions, yer he fully agrecth witli: Tyckabrabe: in this; rhar-the 
ſcyenth great Revolurionof- ther fuperior Planers; fallerkupon' 
our laſt times, and doth-cerramly: portend ſome grear and uni-- 
verſal maration (as all-che-ocher fix hath: tormerly.done- (eſpe- 
cially conſidering that thoſe Planers iti rheir fevently Return, 
hath-perfe&tlycompleared'thewcirrhar/Motion, and then are” 
in the ſame point and-poſture rhar choy: were placed: in at-rhe 
Creation of the VYorld.'' Ai/teds. Encupl. Urancſc. Lib: 17, 
Pag. 125: | a orks hs 61 
That which ſtartled rheigrear, men: of: awe ſormuch / at<rhe 
Blazing vur-of this Camo was, thei Marhemaricians there: obs: 


ſerved it to be. imtbe' Train of ir, fix\ vimes-(longer« chant that 


which did: portend the. laftrPape.ufevndey thetV I) Zxtroutiot 
theWor!ld: 'ThisDiſcoveny pur:the-preſentPape: intg:fuchia cold 


paroxyſm, that-nothing but 2- Dutch Stave: contdrt beep: him - 
warm: I doubr:not but chat cold;Suearw hich hath ſeized now- 
upon-all,the Limbsof Antichrift;, wilk{ingatue- time; exrry off.- 


nor:6nly him; but fiuch-as{hould-ſueteed him,> by the Breath of 
Chrifls Mouth, and by: the br:ghrneſSinfeburwooming: 2 Thef, 2 8: 
A prodigious: Comet, and. a:Clmaf erin} Conpunifien (Altrologers. 
ſayy:are double Sal obcrhe: great God, roaſeerrain rhis!/great 

Truths "1631+ JS: J.!? Ic, c! $7 ERS 771.145 þ ; 
Inehatleffer:Cor fjwihionct, the twoſuperior plants, inthe 
year 1664. The:Comrfetamed the. Canjundtion as a Seal,” tor 
C91k+; 
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Confirmation that dreadful Effefts were portended thereby, 
which not only this Land (in Fire, Plague and Plots, 5c.) bur 
alſo moſt of Exrope (in molt Defolating Wars} ſmarted under, 
bur as to the Total, Greatelit, or ClymaCterical Conjunttion ap- 
proaching (whtch cometh to paſs only every 800. Fyear) this 
hath (as its Seal) a Dreadful Comet as its | #945» ] or HRar- 
binger going before it, and ſhewing it ſelf firſt to awaken and 
amazethe Drowzy Secure World, Fc. However we (well e- 
nough; may call it a Divine Preacher (or Preco) ſent from God, 
ro point our ſome ſacred Truth ont of Heaven, to the Inhabi- 
ranrs upon:#arth; *ris an Orthodox, and Authentick Preacher, 
backed with ſuch inſuperable Authority; as neither the proud 
Paſtmr af | Rome, nor any of His popith relates, can ſuſpend from 
its Office, or put to Sz/ence, until it hath delivered irs meſſage, 
and done its Work, thart its Creatour gave it todo : It cannot 
be-obſcured (in its aſtoniſhing light and:luftre) or dwindle a- 
way by any. created Hands, but-only by the hands of its own 
Maker.. And now when it is gone off the Stage, Oh that the 
loud Sexms:'it hath pteached, may ſtill Sound in our Ears, and 
Sink down into our Hearts, taking deep Impreſſions there, 
though-it, be-a good while after, as: did thoſe Sermons loudly 
and luſtily cryed our by Chriſts op or Fore-runntr ( Fohn the 
Baptiſt) who did lift op his Voice ike a Trumpet, Wa. 58. 1. and 
thoſe ſacred Truth; he had preached long before, had their blel- 
ſed and ſaving Effe#, long after, as:John-10, 41. . The Word 
preached ſomerime before, ſometimes Works, i(and that conſi- 
derable)uftry Xea,miay'we not ſay of this /ate Comer,that it was 
ſome Prince- Peracher having ſuchAttendants;before it and after 
it) all, as ſo many Cxrats tunder'it,, God himſelf (ſpeaking to Fob 
out of the Whirlwind, F9b-38: 1.) doth magnify Ar2urus that 
Star of the firſt magnitude, and that always R:ſeth upon the 
10:h, of March exaQtly) when rhe: Sun 'Setteth) by deſcribing 


how Stately he is attended with his Sons (the little Stars) thar. 


wait upon him. Feb-38. 32. In like manner the great God, 
hath ſoOcdercd, that this late. Blazing-Strar (of a prodigious 
| Mag: 


(ro wit, the CometYas a Seal annexed y it, in its dircfal pro- 
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Magnitude in its Train) ſhould have other Apparitions attend- 
irg it (as ſmall Cyrats ro that Hiuftrious Preacher the Comer ) 
eſpecially that Fiery Dart which followed its cxtinQion, within 
a ſew weeks after : This is the ſecond Phenom-non or Apparition, 
which rhe great God ſhewed to poor man as 2 $igx from He«- 
2, ſecing none ſhewn on Earth will convince us. it being with 


us aS it was with thoſe Chriſt- [empttrs in the Goſpel, Luke 11. 


16. They mult have a $/-» from Heaver, over and above all 
thoſe mighty and matcaleſs Miracles that Chriſt wrought a- 


- mongit them upon Ear; They muſt have the Metiiah to 


Thunder from Heaven upon them,' as Samnel had done upon 
their Forcfathers. 1. Sam. 12. 16.17. to convince them of 
their Sin (in asking a King) and to bring them to Repentance : for 
as Joh; Baptiſt, was Chriſts Fore-runner into the World, ſo Re- 
pentance mutt be his Fore-runner into Mens Hearts, Houſes, Ciries 
and Countrics, Fc. Therefore to. bring men to it, . when 
they will not comply-with rhe Council of Mortal Miniſters up- 


. on Earth (as thoſe would not with that of Same!) God ſends 


ſome Sizns Extraordinary from Heaven, ſeeing | ſigns de Celo 


. ſunt Formidanaa | 'fach Signs us. God ſends from Heaven are 


moſt formidable :. S$2wxe/ bids that people firſt fand. and Hear, 
v.17. that is, Buſtle not, Briſtle xor,bur ſuffer a word-of Exhor- 
ration, Heb.13 22. When this would not do: (the 'good old 
man being contemned by them, both in his perſon, preaching 
and power) he ſer GOD: art: work to ſpeak :to rhem by S725 
and Wonders, and then Saymel ſaith,tSecordly Stand and fer; vis. 
thar ſo thoſe two Learned Senſes (as Ariſtotle calls' Htariue and 
Seeing) being both. Afected, might be. alfo 1»ſlra&#ed: ſo God 
ſaith likewiſe Hearye Deaf, look ye Blind, Ha. 42. 18. Thus the 


. Lord faith to us in-our Day, ſo-gives us not -only the! Word to 
Hear, but alſo S:gns-1o;ſee, and that one: Sign upon another, th as 


they which. will not Hear the Y oice of the firſt Sign, might be moved to 
hear the Vaict:of the ſecond, Exod: 4. 8.' Therefore-did God ſend 
a ſecond ſian” (the Bolis or Fiery Dart) immediately after the firſt, 


[pet# 
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ſpetts and progne/tickr: *Tis true 1ecannor ſay of this latter, ag: 
I can of the former, that. {| fuſce cults V19e ]- I ſaw it with my 
own Eyes, bar ſundry ſpectators of ir Joth a{ſure me,thatit was. 
a lorg {{r:am of Fire, pointing down-towards the Earth, and ap- 
pearing but rwo-or three nights, Which was the cauſe of my not 
behal ing It ; Letters allo trom the: Hague and from: C ope :hagen 
givea dark account of this Blaze, abour the 29th. of February :. 
Fhis tiery Lance or Dart, thiloſophers calleth Bolis, Qc4,z, 74- 
c1/,ro Cat, as if it were Guds:Javelin which he caſteth ar ſinful. 
men, a$ Sas did his againſt D.vid. 1. Sam, 13. 11. The He- 
br. w word [chanith] (ignines alſo-a- very long Spcar to thruſt 
through ar diſtance; yer no mortal man is armed.with ſo long a 
killing Spear, as the great God is, no not great Goliah (himſet): 
whoſe [chanith] or Spear was of a-prodigious length and thick- 
nels.. t. Sam. 19. 9. It was 26 foot in./ength, and. like a Wea- 
vers Beamfor:thcneſs, belides irs-head, which accordingito the 
Hebrew: [lahab] + l:»7ed and which weighed twenty five pound: 
yer this-long Flaming Spear is.nothing;ro.Gods Glittering Spear , 
Habb. 3. 1:., Which he draveth out, to-ſtop:the way if Ins pec- 
ples Perſerutorc, Bf. 35. 3.' Where the word [chanith]- is uſed, 
And although the great God-is able-to cur off the Greateſt men 
with a bare nedd of his Head or frown of his Face, Pſ. 8Q. 16. Yea: 
ro blow them away.as ſo. many ſmall Duſt-Heaps, /«b 4. 19. 
Yer the Holy Ghoſt here atributeth ro him,. 4rmorvr both De- 
fenſive and> Ofenſrve, that his appearing for- his- people might 
appear ſufficient, Pſ: 35.. 2, 3.. Notwithſtanding God nceds no 
bigger a {chanirh or] Lance to kill. an Atheiſt with than an Hair, as 
the dying: Noble-man once acknowledged. upon rhis.occaſion : 
He ſirting in the Great Mog»ls Court; dallying with one of his 
Milles, the luck't.an:Hair ourof his Breaft; this Intle Wound, 
(made by that-ſmall macans) preſently Feſtexed; and rurding in- 
tO an incurable Canker ſoon killed hint: yea, ſuppole, man be as 
great as the Greax: Pope, yet Adr:1an the IV. (an Engliſh man) can | 
tell them by woful Experience; that though his name (before 


he was Pope) wasBreak-ſpear, yer. could he. not break Gods: Spear, 
though: 
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though it be no ſtronger then an Hair or Fly (in Gods Hands) 
wherewith he was Choaked ; The word [ @&&] Jacn'nm, A 
Darr, is uſed Heb. 12. 20. Yet ir alſo fignifies that Plummer 
of Lead which Marriners caſt down with a long Line to plum 
the depth of theWarers, leaſt theShip run upon rhe ſhallow and 
there be ſhut up in the Sands and be broken ; or which Carpen- 
rers uſe, to meaſure and mark our that part which they intend 
to Kew off or lain. If we rakeit(in the firſt Sence) as a Fiery 
Darr, Philoſophy ſaith, it ſignifies Droaghr, and portends War. 
Alſfted Encyclop. Lib. 9. Cap 9. Pag. 469. If (in the ſecond) 
as 1//,The 477 ers Flummer, then it may ſignify God is ſound- 
ing the Depth of Religion in our T.and, Oh that the $41» {the 
Church) may not be found upon the ſhaſtws running all Religi- 
on iitoa #-r; only, denying the Power of it. 2. Tim, 3. $5. 
Alas then the Quick Sands will ſwallow us up, or we ſhall run 
upon ſome ſplitting Rock. 2/y. As the Curpenters Plummer, 
then God Bleſs us from the dreadiul Civine T hrearning menti- 
oned 2. K:7. 21, 13. That God w:s. not our Jeruſalem (or 
Lond. 1.) as one wipeth a Diſh when tis dirty, and tura it upſide 
down, This he will do, !f he /ay 'udgmre t to the Line and Fuſtice 
tothe P'/unm't, Ia 18. 19. This ſhould make wicked mens 
(who ſhall certainly have their Duc) Ears ting/e,and their Hears: 
tremble, through Terror, horror and Dolor, for God will. not 
give over wiping untill all the Dirtbe done away ; yer loverh he 
to fore-lignify it, thas threatning thatke may not {irike, as 
« mbroſe obſerverh, God giveth us many warnings hereof, If 
God ſay to us as he did to mers ch. 95.9. What ſreſt thou The 
fight of this ſecond Apparition was, as Gods Line and P/ammet , 
co meaſure - ut how much is to be cur off, yer the Square Tim- 
ber or Stone ſhall be ſpared: Chriſt (that Skilful Carpenter, 
ark. 6 1 ) will not cut an Hair-breadth beyord his Mark. or. 
Meaſure, when he gives the wicked their Duc, it may be dong. 
without damage to the Godly. May we bit ſee the Line or , 
P'«rr- me; onee if the Hards of our Z rubbab !s, as Lech. 4. 10, 
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wicked may be puiled down, and the Godly built up. But if 
nor, and,Gol [-1 Ys 12 17k up. 0'r Iniquity. 11,130. 3. We can 
2xye& nothing bur rthe- Line of conſu{ſ/an, and the ſonrs (or 
Plumm:ts) of Emntin (+, Ia. 34+ Iqi. 

The 1hir4 Drcadful | .,,4.:,.,,] or 1pp rition in the Air, was 
on Dec 17. 1630. at Ottery nigh Fxeter, near 5 at night,then ap- 
pearcd two great 1; mies, the one out of the Nerth, whoſe 
1.cader had a Coronet on his Head) the other out of the 5ou:h, 
ſkeming furiouſly ro joyn Battle, and a little RerraRing, charg- 
ed again moſt vigoroully, this continued about an hour, rill ar 
laſt there came a Reſerve and joyning with the Sournerr, beats 
back the Northern in great Diſorder, many were Terrified ar it, 
and "tis as true as it was terrible, fc. This Account came from 
a Reverend Miniſter, who (with many others) was an Eyc- 
witneſs of it, while viewing the Amazmg Com:!t, as publiſhed 
in Print. 

And the like before had appeared on sept. 12. Though the 
Relation and Confirmation y 2 came not to Hand till /az. 
14.after. The ſame year near Portſne!, in Monmonth-ſhire, as the 
Scheme and Letter Teſtimonial of a judicious Miniſter of thar 
Place, doth abundantly Teſtify : The Narrative is as follows, 

The firſt things that appeared were a Grove of Trees, a Houſe 
on a Mountaiz, and a Church on its South-ſide. Next we ſaw a 
Hill on the North fide, with a Grove and Houſes therein. Then 
we noted a green ſquare Meadow, between the two Hills, then 
void of men. We ſaw many great Rocks towards the bottom 
of rheSourthHill,and a great GoldenGlobe, glittering gloriouſt, 
on the top of the Spire of the Church, and a red Yaze upon it, 
Then a great River broader on the North than on the South, in 
whith were Ships Sayling,from North to South under the Moun- 
tain with the Tide, where one of the Ships which was hinder- 
mol? racked abour, and Sailed through the Fleert,and cor beforc 
the reſt. Then we obſerved the other Fleet Sayling with the 


Wind and againſt the Tide, from the South Poinr of the South 


Hill, and'then meeting the other Feet-under the Grove, then 
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the great Ship in rhe North Feet, firit thor, and the reſt in or 
der ; then the South Ships ſhor art rhem, rhe Fire and Smoak 
we clearly diſcerned, and we heard the noiſe of Guns, after 
this we obſerved rhe Army marching under the foot of rhe 
Hill along the Cliff, by the Sea-ſide; conſiſting both of Horſe 
and Foor, from the South-point of the South-hill, rowards the 
Square Meadow, then the North Army over the top of the 
Hill on the North-ſide, towards the ſquare Meadow, where 
the Armys met, and after a ſhour, fought : the Swords and 
Pikes we cleerly diſcerned. We noted more Ships in the North 
Fleet, and moſt men in the South Army, when we drew to the 
upper cnd of the Held, and after the Land Battle, we heard v- 
ver our Heads three Jamentable and ſad Groans, Oh, Oh, Oh, 
at which we were much affrighred. 

Now this A7paritzoz of Armys (yea and ex abundanti of N4- 
vices t00) was doubled as was Pharoal's Dream: Gen, 41. 32. 
on a three told account, 1/?, To ſhew the certainty of its Prog - 
noſticks accompliſhment. 2y. The celerity, or ſpecdineſs of 
theſe things coming to paſs. 3/y. To ſtrike the greater Terror 
and Aſton;ſhment in right thinking minds, which 7oſeph the In- 
rerpretor of the 2 Dreams) prudently concealed from that In- 
fidel Pharoah, yet though the Viſions or 4pparitions (in the Roy- 
al Dreams) were two, the {1gnification was bur one. v. 25. Im- 
porting one and the ſame matter ; Thus it may be in this 4ery 
Apparition (which was doubled as ir is thus alſo in many Dz- 
vine Revelations, Whereof we find in Scripture ſome frequent Re- 

ctition, Which yet have their ſingular uſe, ro wit, a making 
more dcep Impreſſion upon the minds of Men, and importing 
both Aſſurance and Expedition of the matters foretold therein : 
Alas we need Line upon Zi, and Precepr upon Precept, Here a litile 
and there a little, Ia. 23, 13. and all little enough to przpon- 
derate the dv/neſs of our Hearing,and the deadneſs of our Hearts: 
to write the ſame things to the Philippians, though 'twas grievens 
ro the Apoſtle, yer was it ſafe and adyantagious ro the People., 
Phil, 3. 1, Twas not a vain Repetition or an 1dle ts 
{er- 
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ſerved to ſer forth the Neceſſity, Difficulty and Fxcellescy of the 
matrer ſo reinforced. Nurquamn ſatis Dicit:' , quod Nunqu:im [.- 
tis Diſcitzr, Truth is never enough ſaid, till it be enough 
ſearnt. And becauſe mens Breaiis are Brawny, and their 
Hearrt-ſirings Horny, therefore are the Apparici015 of Armys in 
the Air D:»bled upon us, the more and better to beat upon, in- 
calcate and imprint thoſe Divine warnings in the minds of men; 
Upon my diligent Search for Scriptural Paralels, and exempli- 
fication of Apparitions of Armys, I do find three eſpecially : 
The firf of them is very /-rr:»ic, yet ſuch as might have been 
prevented by a-timely and true Repentance : the other are very 
comfertable : The firſt .is that of Foc! the Iropher who had ſuch 
a Prophetical Viſion or - ppari1:0+.0f rhe Babs .r1 Armys, that 
thould ſo ſwarm in upon F«4z, as to make that very Day a Day 
of Darkneſs, and of G/-0m1 neſ-.a D y of Clouds ana of thick Darkneſs. 
Jo! 2. 2. Asifit hadbecn{no light matter as they made it, 
bur) a light-leſs Day, and (as it werc) a 41-fu! Dooms- iay, 
Their numerous Armys ſhould come in great Swarms, which, 
as the Cloud of Locuits would Darken the Air, ſo as to turn 
Day into Night. and ſpread tar and near all the Country over, 
and that ſo ſuddenly,as the mo:ning ſpread over the tops of the 
Hour tains : and inthis Apparition Foci baheld Flames and |laſh- 
&s of Fire, burning up it before th:m, v. 3, Thoſe Licoſt, ſhould 
ſo conſume the Country, as they go along with their vaſt Armys 
(as if all had been burnt up by Fire) turning the a: a” » o/ Eden 
3110 4 Barren Wilder: eſs KC wv. a,5,6,7,8,9,10. wherein the B aby- 
Ionians arcDeſcribed, 1/?, In their perſons to be 7, numerons, 
fmifs, terrible, skiiful orderly, couragiens and In1wm x. ble, ay, In 
their A70n:, to wit, Drpopulating the Le:d (which occaſioned 
Famine,) Deſ{royi»+ their ſtrong Forts, and filling all (both Church 
and Srate) with Confuſion. 

The Lord God Almighty preſerve this Land from ſuch Per- 
fons and ſuch 1#:9ns. Oh pray, pray, That God may not *iſs 
for the Fly of <A-yp!, and for the Bee of Babylon, Ia. 9. 18. for 
choſe Fly, would Bire us, to din: b #5 in or » £46: bus thoſe oy 
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would fling us to deprive us ef ory 1 ies, God Blcſs us from 
thoſe Romiſh. Lo:yſts (fo called: Re: '.g. 3) to wit, the Popiſh 
Prictts, Monks, Fryars and Jeſaites, being (all) both rzmerous 
and voracious Creatures: Oh thar ſuch Feſtilent Vermin may 
never have Commiliion from God to Marr our Land : AS the 
Prophet. propoſed Repentance as a Remedy (before the Decree 
brought torth) ro them; v. 12. 13, 14. ſaying, »«w, though 
it be /ate,, yet not too /a/e, Nunquam fſers fi ferids. Though 
ſome Lics525 be already come,as Kimchy ſenſerth it. So your Ke- 
pentinz fr $11, be but proportionable ro your Rebelling againſt 
GOD, So ſweet is his Nature,. ſo gracious, ſo merciful, ſo flow ro 
eAnger, &c., Re will Repent of the Evil, and. who kneweth, if he 
w.1l zot ltave a Blefſtaz behind h;m.. Yea he will. certain!y turn to. 
theſe that t»rx-to him. Zach. 1. 3. Oh that Enzla- d k new fuch 
thinss as b:longed to her peace.. Luke 19, 42. Before the Gate be 
ſhut, rhe -draw-bridge.takenup, and. the Taper: of Mercy be 
quite burnt our, Fc. Then God would ſend out. his Ma: damns : 
Pf.. 44. 4. and come with.his Nox 0bſtante, Pſ. 106. $. and Ifa. 
57. 15. Yea and: things to- the contrary, as in. Hamans 
Day. Ef. s. r. 4 

The. [econd Inſtance.of a Scripture 4pparition, is that of Jacob. 
Gen. 32. 1. Which was not. Terrible, bur .Comfortable to him, for 
it was net a Viſible Appurition of Armys of men fighting one a- 
gainſt another, but* rwas-an 4rmyof Angels : neither muſt we 
think (with the Hebrews and ſome ethers) that one Troop or 
Company of thoſe Angels (which appeared as armed Soldicrs) | 
were for. /acob and the other againſt him, or yer that thoſe rwo 
Armys appcared under the command of two diſtin Generals, 
the one under the. Preſident. Angel of the Country of Meſopota- 
mia (from whence ?acob was-coming) and the other under the 
Prefident Angel ofthe Country of Canaa7, whither 7acob was 
now retizrning : this is a preſumptuous fancy, and as falſe as 
preſumprtuous, for this would have rather aftrighted than con+- 
forred Facob, as to the Iſſue, but we. find that 7acob withour any 
fear, ſaid upon the firſt ſight of it [This is Grds Hot | v. 2. 1:a- 
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harain, Hebr. or two Armys: The Hebrew Rabb'es fay well 
17 rhis, that 7acob in this third Apparitioa knew them to be the 
ſame <ingels whom he had ſcen (in his Apparition) 4ſcending 
and De(cend:nz upon the lofty Ladder. Gez.28, 12 The Scope 
of rhis Apparition of Armys to 7acob was to ſtrengthen 
his Faith in the way of his 9bedience: /74:0b was now going 
whether God had commanded him to go. Ge», 31. 3. Labans 
lowring look, makes / acob look homeward (Oh that the Frowns 
of the World had this bleſlcd effef on us} Laban purſues him, 
which put /acob to a fright. v. 25, Bur God had whiſpered a 
word in Labans Ear. v.24. So was better ro him than his own 
Fears. God had ſpoke for him (and ſo he can for us) in the 
Heart-of his Enemys, Now, 'twas not true that Laban ſaid 

it is in the power of my Han, &e.| v. 9. Facib was now as one 
that Fled from a Lyon (Labin had ſome ſhamefacedneſs) and a 
Zear (that had none) to wit, E{as met him, faith a Rabby, This 
Apparition of an oft of Angels came to fortify his Faith,againfl 
his next and worſt Fear ; that he ſhould now hope the ſame 
power which had protefed him from the Ly » Laban, would 
alſo preſerye him from the Bear Eſa», though . he had 
ſworn his Brothers Death, and canie armed with 400 Cut- 
Throats (at his Heels) againſt him. 

?acob (who in his excellent Wraſtlings) had power with God and 
prevailed, Gen 32. 26. &c. could not want power to prevail 
with men. Hoſ. 12. 4. Let Perſons, yea Parliaments go but that 
way God bids them as faceb did, and they ſhall not want a Ma- 
hanaim, or Heavenly Hoſt to convoy them through a boiſterous 
Sea, where the Winds are contrary. Math. 14. 24. and to con- 
duQ@ them through a waylefs Wilderneſs, through never ſo ma- 
ny Prophane Eſas's, with Hundreds and Thouſands of Cur- 
Throars do way-lay them : Jaccb was back-ſet by Lowring La- 
ban, and fore-ſer by bloody Eſau, yet this Hoſt ' of Angels" tarry 
him through both and all. ne 

The third Scripture Inſtance of 4pparititions of Armys, was 

har in 2, Kings 6, 17, which was a comfortable Apparitron _ 
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being an 4rmy of Angels too, not of Mer. Benhadad ſuſpected 
his Conncellor of Treachefh : Some Courtier (that had been 
with Naaman ch. 5 ) tells him, it was Eliſha that diſcloſed his 
Secrets, and ſo fruſtrated rhem by his Prophetick Spirit ; there- 
forc the King ſends Horſes and Chariors to ferch him. v, 1 2. 
13. 14. as ſoon his Spys brought him Word, he was come to 
chat little Town Do:han ; the Town is preſently begirt with 
the Syrian Army. Gchaz!'s Succeſſor (being yer bur a little ac- 
quainted with his Maſters Miracles) could ſee the Danger (fo 
crys, alas my Maſtcr, what ſha{l we do. v. 15.) but could nor ſee 
the Deliverance, Eliſha was no more concerned than to have his 
Servants Eyes opened, (that his Faith alſo might be above his 
Fear) God opened them, and then he ſaw better Horſes and 
better Chariots tor their Defence ; Their Remedy would over- 
match their Malady, v. 17, The ſame Horſes and Chariots that 
had carricd up Eljah,were now come to protect Eliſha, from the 
Horſes and Charriots of Benhadad : Horſes and Chariots of Fire, 
muſt needs be roo hard for the Syrians of Fleſh: Eliſha thus 
guarded, goeth our to his Adverſfarics, and as he prayed open 
his Servants Eyes, he prayed his Enemics Eyes into blindneſs. 
v. 18, ſoled them thence to Samaria, where he entrapped 
them, that thought verily rey had entrapped him in Dotha», 
not far from Samaria. v. 19. 20. &c, While rhe Propher ſtaid 
in Samara (his place of chiefeſt Reſidence and the chief City of 
the Kingdom) he was ſ-cure from the Syriahs Aſſaulting him, 
but if he be Removed to Dothan (to a place of defetion, as the 
Hebrew word fignifies).a leſſer Town of leſſer ſirength, there 
and thither may the Syrian Hoſt berter Afemble, bur they can- 
not Aſſaulr, the P. is ſafe there alſo, having mere for than agairff, 
v.16. They that be with us are more than they be with them, 2. 
Chron 32. 5. more Friends than Adverſarics. 

\ There is yet a fourth Scripture 4pparition of Armys, which, 
accordinig)ro the Sentiments of ſome, is an'.41 my of Men, but of + 
others an Army of 4ngels, fa ſeemsa mixture of both, to wir, 
Zech. 6-trom wv. 1, to 9. 1//, Some ſence that Apparirion,of 4. 
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Charriots, to ſignify rhe four Empires | in ordine ad Eccleſram | 
all ordered trom their Riſe ro their Ruin (in each of them) by 
the Decrees of God, which = hid as it were in Mountains of 
Braſs, and ran like a River under ground, till they broke forth, 
and ſhewed themſelves in their due execution, with reſpe& (all 
along ro the Church gf God. And it we admir of this Inter- 
pretation, then this Apparition was an Army of Mey, yea of four 
ſeveral ſorts of Men, 'The Aſſyrian, The Perſian, The Grecian 
And rhe Rimay. Thus the four Empires (coledively taken) 
mult be underſtood : But the ſecond Senſe is, that it. was an 
App .rition of four Squdaron of Angels, and this is more probable, 
as more agrecable to the Interpretation which the }-rophets- 
Tx!or (rather than Tutclar Ange!) gives of it, v. 5. calling them 
the Spirz's of Heaven, &c. And though the word [Ruachoth] 
Signify Winds, by which Danie! prefigures the four Monarchys, 
Dan. '5. 2.Yet more emphatically, Angels are called Spirits. 
Hab, 1. 7. 14. And the Spirits of Heaven, Math. 24. 36. and 
Gal. 1. 8. Whoas Miniſtring Spirits doe Stand before the Lord 
of the whole Earth, Mar. 18. 10. To ſerve his Providence and 
tobe ſent out (as his Agents and Inſtruments) upon various Er- 
rants, at his pleaſure : and therefore are they Deſcribed here 
Gods Chartots, as Pf. 68$.-j17. and Gf diverſe colours, 1. Black, 
when their Errands are Sorrowful. 2. White, when Joyful. 31y. 
Red, when Bloody. 4. Grizled, when- mixt of both Foy/ul and 
Sorrowful, as to contrary Subjes. *Tis very Remarkable here, 
1. That Divine Decrees are unſearchable, inſuperable, unayoi- 
dable, unremoveable, they ſtand like Mountains of Braſs, which 
can never be removed : 2ly. All Humane Events are ordered in 
the World by Divine Decrees : Therefore tis our part to put eur 
Amen to Gods amen; andto ſay in the Language of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians (the will of the Lord be done) AR. 21.14. 3. An» 
gels are Gods Agents for movyeing the wheel of Providence, in 
all Events, The Spirit of the living Creatures is in the Wheels, 
Ezech.1. 20. and'10. 9g. 11. 13, Tis a Comfort to #.1ly 


Men, that all Occurrences are managed by the Holy Angels. 
4. The 
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4. The Work God Employs :7xge/s to work in the World, is 
various work, *tis lack work and White work, Red work and 
Minzlea work. 5. Their Flack work is upon Babylon, and their 
Ihe work is upon S:0z: The Black Horſes were ſent to defiroy 
B:bylon,that lay North of /udea, and the 1h:te Horles were ſent 
after them into the fame Northern Country to deliver $z-z, 
which then in a great part lay among the Pots in Babyl/os, 
6. Their grizled or mingled work, was upon «Agy2: and 4r4- 
bia, which lay Sourh from 7udea, the Puniſhment whereof was 
ſomewhat mixed and mitigated, they ſhould be in ſome better 
cale than Babylon, yer not ſo good as to retain the Jews there 
from their own Country, 9. Their Z/ack work done upon B4- 
bylon is ſaid to quiet Gods Spirit. v. $8. To eaſe him of his Adver- 
ſaries, Iſa. 1. 24. to pacify his Anger and to give God full con- 
rent. $. TheErrand of the Red Charriot, is wholy omitred,_ 
probably becauſe 'ris a work reſerved for the laſt times, as the 
Black Charret did deſtroy Babjlos Literal, ſo the red Charet(nor 
mentioned asto its going out here) may be Reſerved to deliroy 
Babylon Myſtical, and to give her Blood to Drink, for ſhe is 
worthy. Revel. 16, 6. 9. After all this is done, comes in the 
Kingdom of the Branch. v. 12. Thus the Prophet here concurrs 
with Danicl, who after he had mentioned the downfal of the 
four Monarchys brings in the K:ngdom of the $ton-,Dan. 2. (the 
Kingdom of Chriſt our dear Redeemer) Daniel! had ſuch Appar i- 
z:0ns of mighty things, as Z.chary had, 

The fourth fearful Phenomenon was that fiery flying Buller, 
falling from the Firmament,whereof this Account trom . Roſtock 
in S77ecia is given, that in ar. laſt, the Heavens ſeemed to be 
Ruffled up Ike a ſheer of Paper, ar which time a white glirtg; 
ring:8ule; appeared, which ſeemed ro yeild ſome drops of wa- 
ter, being attended with two great flaſhes of Lightning ; The 
Bullet was ſeen (by many ſpectators) to fall down, but none of 
them could tell where it fell, only in this all do unanimouk 
ly agree, that rhe ſaid 3:Ue,, in its faling, gave a greater light in- 
to their Houſes than the greateſt lights rkey burned for three 
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or four Miles round the place. I know not how to Exempliſy 
this Apparition with a more ſuitable Paraicl, out of Scripture 
Record, than with Zachary's Flying Roll : Chap. 5. 1. 2. Oc. 
This Roll is called a Volumn, or a <croll of Paper or Parch- 
ment, rolled up (as the Keavens ſeemed to be in this Prod7zy) 
yet Flying and flecting ſwittly all a long as a Bird of Prey in a 
ready poſture to ſeize on his Prey. Yolans Yelociffimum ult;onis 

 incurſum denotat. This very poſture of Fying doth demonſtrate 
ſome ſudden Incurſion of Divine Vengeance, ſaith Chry/oftome, 
bur God only knows where it will tall : Nemo ſcelus gerit in pe- 
fore, qui non idem Nemeſin in Tergo, No man can carry any di- 
yellith wickedneſs in his Breaſt, but the fame man muſt bear 
Nemeſin (ſo was the Goddeſs of Revenge called) cr Divine 
Vengeance upon his Back. This the blind Heathens could 

Fay, by the light of Nature, into whoſe Hearts the Rewarks 
how the Holy God Reyengeth himſelf upon wicked men, caſt 
a greater light, than could this Flying Buller, into the Houſes of 
thoſe Fillages which were enlightned with it. Hereupon the 
called Vengeance A#a5«2 which ſignifies unavoidable, becauſe 
no Ofender can either 4vert or Avoid the Revenging hand: of 
God; there is no eſcaping its coming, nor abiding it when it 
cometh : This Flying Roll is deſcribed by the Prophet to be 
zen yards long and five broad. 

This Remarkable Meaſure of the Flying Roll is 1. Com- 
menſurate to the Porch of the Temple, which is exactly deſcribed 
to be of the ſame Breadth and Length, 1. Kin 6. 3. And as it 
bore a proportion in meaſure to the Porch, ſo it may be ſuppo- 
ſed ro come out from thence, as a Yoice from the Temp/e. 111.66. 
6. And untoſding as it came thence, it appearcd in the Airina 
Hying poſture, haſtning and hovering over the Heads of 
wicked Perſons. 2'y. Ir bears likewiſe a proportion to the 
Land of the Fews, which Geographers Deſcribe ro be twice as 
lone, as it was broad, and now it being covered all oyer with r+e 
Guilt and Filth of Mens $S:ns, it was ready to be coycred alt over 

with the ſence and ſmart of Gods FTutgments, 4ly. Tis commen- 
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furate alſo to the whole World of Gertler, the length whercof, 
(rake it fromEaſ? roWeſt) much exceeded the breadth of ir from 
North toSonuth,asGeography obſerveth,and rhus it {gnificd,thar 
as all the Habitable Lands had filed themſelves with all kind of 
Sins, ſo God would now fill them with all kind of puniſhmenrs : 
'Twas every way large enough to plague all.ſorts ofSins,and ro 
puniſh all ſorts of $:»»ers, whether in every corner of 7»des, or 
mthe utmoſt parts of theHabitableWorld, Thus the FHyingRolli 
is ſaid to 20 forth, vca Hy (more ſwiftly than the Eagle, the Ar- 
row, or a Flaſh of Lightning) over the Face of the whole Earth, wv. 
2. 3. AndtheCu7ſe of Ged (contained in the Roll within and 
without) is as the F/ery Bullet, that burns 6n all ſides, being 
tike Ezekiels Book, filled with ſuch contents as Lamenra'ion and 
Mourning, and Woe, Ezek. 2, 9. 10. This Carſc of God when ir 
falleth upon the People of Gods Curſe, Ia. 34. 5. hath a more 
mighty and mortal fall than the bulkieſt Buller in -the World, 
far beyond the Burthen of that mountanious Bullet, which { Hi- 
ſtory relleth us) was ſhot out of that monſtrous fnurdering- 
piece, called Grand Diabolo, or the great Dive]: Inafinuch as 
the mighty Hands of the Almighty and All-Creating God in 
Heaven, can give a greater and more fatal Blow, than can the 
created Hands of the greateſt Diwel in Hell. This is the Fiery 
Bullet that D-oppeth the bitter Water wh ch canſeth the Cur(-. Num. 
5. 18. and which will make-the 7h ch 19 Rot, and the Kelly ro 
Swell,.v. 21, 23. Neither let any man ſay,that the Cnyſzs writ- 
renin Gcds Book, are bur Bug-bears, and thar wora: are but w,»-, 
as they ſaid, Jer. 5. 13. for the words written m that Book (or 
Hebrew Scre/) ſhould cauſe rhe waters thus to work, which (in 
themſelves) had neither any diſcerning Virtue,nor any deſtroy- 
ing Vigour, yer the Divine Inſtitution made the ſame potjon, 
cither Poyſon or Medicine, according to the clcaneſs or un- 
cleaneſs of the party : | Thus alſo Gods Word which Seoffers, 
call but Wind, yer may have Dreadful EffeQts, for ever Vn, 
when gotten into the Bowels of rhe Earth, may cauſe an F4rth- 
qrake, fo this Word. of the Curſe, when gotten into the —_ 
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of a mans mind, may make an Heari-quake, Belides, that yery 
ord Which thoſe Mockers made light off as Wind, ſhould be- 
come #re, and themſelves Fuel to feed it, Jer. 5. 13. 14. And 
as F.re flyeth upon Fue/ that is fully dryed, and conſumeth ir 
in an inſtant, Nah. 1. 10. So Gods®* Flyine-Roll will lick up 
wicked Livers, as that Fire from Heavcy did the Sacrifice, the 
Wood, the Stones, and the Duſt, with all the Water in the Trench, 
1, Kin, 18. 38. Divine Threatzings, in Gods Flying-Roll, are 
(as Eraſmus ſaith of Ezek. 3. 18.) Fulmina potivs quam Yerba, Hot 
Thunderbolts, rather than ſuch Words as be bu! Wind) The ſame 
God that hath denounced it, will certainly do it, he- will ſee 
his own Law Exceuted. Zach. 5. 4. and will (himſelf) Zxe- 
cute the Fud 7ment written in this Roll: 1. 149, 9 Yea and more 
than is written : Deut. 28. 61, Upon the Head of the Thief 
(great as well as ſmall, as the Pyrate told Alexander) under 
which is compriſed all other Sinners againſt the ſecond Table ; 
and upon the Heid of the Swearer (comprehending all againſt 
the firſt) God hath Sworn that Swearecrs ſhall not enter into his 
Reſt.. Welive in the Dreggs (the laſt and worſt) of Times, 
wherein Blaſphemous Oaths, are belched our of Black Hellith 
Mouths, both ordinary and openly, yea ſome Oarhs are be- 
come Rhetorical Inrerjeftions of Speech to rhe Vulgar ſort, 
and other ſome meer Phraſes of Gallamry to the Damme-Gal- 
lants: but mark the end. Thedirctul Curſe comes flying with 
a Divine Commiſſion breaks into the. Houſes of thoſe Thieves 
and Swearers) Which they call their Caſt/cs, wherein they think 
themſelves out of the reach of Gods Rod) there it rem 1115. as a 
troubleſome Inmate in deſpight of them, they cannot rid or 
remove this curſingRoll, untill it hath not only ſauced their Meat 
and ſpiced their Drink, with the Wrath of God, as Fob 20. 23. bur 
until alſo the Fire thereof hath kindled the Brimſtone that ly ſcat- 
' tered upon their Habitations, Job 18. 14. 15. This puts their All 
into a light Flame, conſuming both Timber and Stones, their per- 
ſons and their Eſtates, which they have raked together by Ra- 
pine, Sacriledg, Perjury, and other wicked ways : Such m_ 
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of Fire (Reſembling this Flying Roll, &c.) have been ſcen fal- 
ing out of Heaven (Gods Temple) upon Woods, Ground”, yea 
Honſes here in E neland, The bigneſs of which Fire Ba!s, have 
ſeemed to Spectators as large as the greateſt Chaldrons, theſe 
muſt be predictive Signs ro us, as Feremys Boyling-Pot was to 
the Fews, Jer. 1. 13. and as Ezekiels was, Ezck. 24. 3.4. 13. 
Repreſenting Jer»/a/em which then had a mghty Scum in her, 
but the Fire of Gods Wrath ſct the Port on. boyling (by the 
Chaldeans) until it had boyled our all the Boxes and the Fleſh 
(the Stouteſt and Richeſt) at which they had Scoffed. Ezck. 11. 
3. 7. Burwhenthey go to tbe Po, and boylluſtily rhere, rheir 
Scoffs are forced back down their own Throats,and theirHearrs. 
might then beſpeak them, as the Heart of the Tyrant Apollodc- 
rus (who dreamed he was taken and flead by the Scythians, and 
boyled in a great Chaldron) did, cry out of the Kettle or Chal- 
dron to him « o: 7413» Aiiz *ris I that am the Cauſe of alb 
this thy Miſery. No leſs a Sign was Ezekiels Iron Pan, to the 
Hard-Hearted Fews. Ezek. 4. 3. both which ;Hicroglyphicks: 
and Emblems did nor only ſignify, their City ſhould be hard] 
Beſieged, bur alſo that God would ſo-ſeeth them in a Pot, and- ſo: 


———— 


fry them in a Pan, aS that'they ſhould pine away in their Iniquitys. 


Levit. 26. 39. The good Lord D.,vert this fore Judgment: 
from London, and Direct it to Rom: or myſtical 5aby/on, for ſhe is: 
worthy. Revel. 16 6. 

The fifth wonderful Signs inthe Heavens, is, the Several Suns 
that have been ſeen in the Firmamenr, at ſome due diſtance one: 
from another, as hath been Teſtifycd-ro me : but I ſhall nor 
Infift upon this, (as I have uporcthe former) not only becauſe: 
my Book begins to ſwell beyond my Expectation, but alſo- be- 
cauſe I have reſolved to enlarge upon nothing, no nor inſerr- 
here any thing upon ſlender Evidence, without evident and 
ſufficient Teſtimony : Ir ſhall therefore ſuffice to ſay bur little 
to this, ſave only, that ſuch an Apparition need the leſs ro be 
doubrcd of, ſeeing natural Phyloſophy mentioneth it, as one of 


Natures Products, though not ordinarily, calling them parelra 
Or 


ail fewer 
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or Mock-Suns : yet that Divine Philoſopher Zanchy, doth not 
only (in concurrence with Heathen Philoſopers) ſuppoſe ſuch 
Apparitions to prognoſticate abundance of wet weather, bur 
allo (as he ſaith further) various Judgments,as Famine,Sword, 
Cc. Zanch. de Oper. Dei. Pag. 348. Yea our own Englith Chro- 
niclcs tell us, that ſuch an Apparition was ſcen in the Heavens 
in the beginning of Queen Mar/es Reign as there had been the 
like before, to preſage the Dearth, of that inſolently proud 
Prelate, Thomas Becker Arch-Bilhop of Canterbury. 

In a word, both time and room (and it may be Credit too) 
would fail me, ſhould I inſert the other Apparitions in the Air 
{we hear off if not ſce) as the Dreadful T hunders and 'Light- 
nings, the Impetuous Wind and Whirlwinds, and many ſtrange 
Meteors which I deſignedly omir, until I ger better prooft , 
(which I truly deſire from all good Hands) well knowing my 
Brethren that went before me, in this Work 20 years ago, 
ſome do blame for credulity : Alterms perditto mea fit cantio. The 
Cenſure paſſed upon my Predeceſſors (inthe like work) for be. 
ing over Cred«/ous, hath been cogent tro make me a little the 
more Cantelous : Therefore I paſs on to the ſecond Scene or 
Theatre, wherean God ſhews his Wonderful S:7n5 or Prodizies, 
ro wit,9 the Earth (as well as the firſt in theHeavens orAir)And 
firſt of the Prodigious Hail-ſtones, which God caſt our of rhe Ar, 
down to the Ear:h, which cannot be called Apparitions in the 
Air (and ſo belong to the firſt Scene) ſeeing their prodigious 
bulkineſs could nor be diſtin&ly diſcerned, until they appeared 
(faln, raken up, and meaſured) upon Earth. This fame Prodigy 
or Wonderful Sign, happencd. upon the 18:h. of May, 1680. 
which became.ſo miſchievous to all rhe Sky-Llights, all over 
London, &c.” and knockt down many Rooks, by their vaſt 
weight, and bigneſs, ſome. of them (being meaſured) were 
found ſeven Inches abour, cc. This Sign alſo may be exempli. 
fied both out of S2:red and Civil Hiſtory. 1/?. Sacred and: iff, 
The Plague of Hail /onzs upon e/f2vpr1, Exod. 9.18. to 25. Such 
as that Land never (aw or felt before, for this ſeventh Plague was : 
| iſt, More 
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iſt. More Geyeral than any, being over the whole Land at once. 
2ly. None ever was ſo Temper'd with Fire which ran along "the + 
Ground. v. 23. Though Fire and Hail be of two contrary Tem- 
pers, yet in this they made a Peace bertwixt themſelves, that 
they might obey the Will of their Creatour. This was a ſtrange 
mixture, and a Miracle within a Miracle, faith: Rab. Solomen ; 
ſuch Hail-ſtones and Coals of Fire mingled rogether are menti- 
oned: F/. 18. 13.14. 15. - and Jſa. 36:;. 30. 31. as here and 
Pſ. 58. 47. 48. and P[.1o5. 32.33. 3ly, None ever ſo punQtu- 
ally Pred:ficd and as punRually Performed, according to the 
PrediQion. v. 18. 23. 24. 25.” 4ly. None ever ſo Deſftrut#:ve 
to Man, Beaſiand Trees, v. 25. Pl. 66. 46. 47. 48. and 105. 
33- $ly. None ever ſo Di##ingaiſking though it was over all the 
Land of <eypt; yer the Land of Goſben (a part of it) was excmp- 
fed. v.26. Such an Exemption (was that Torrent of Fire 
which ran down from Aount e/£1na) vouchſafed to thoſe Religi- 
ous Children, which ventured to Reſcue their Aged Parents, 

. from thoſe fearful Flames, made Ariſtotle ſay,[ vas 1:  Lorcor i 
xs iriunos 72 Auer ] It.extorted from him an acknowledgement 
of Gods good Providence for the Godly here on Earth, when 
heſaw the Flames of Fire, dividing rhemſelves and making a 
Lane for thoſe Godly Reſcuers of their Helpleſs Parents. The 
ſecond ſacred Inſtance of Prodigious Hail-Stores. Joh. 10. 1 1.0b- 
ſerved the like exemprion or diſtinion(as that in Exod. 26.) * 
"tis faid [the Lord caſt down great Sgones. from Heaven] ex- 
ones there | beebeni Habarod, Hagedeloth ] ſuch, huge Hail- 

ones as brained the Cayaanites, but hyrt not the 1/raclites that 
were not only at yyeir Heels, but alſo mingled amongſt them as 
they flew them in their Flight and dreadful-Thunder and Light- 
ning came along with thoſe Ha.-fones alſo, as not only {aſe 
w fajth, but Habaccuck likewiſe Habbac 3, 11." Where 
God ſhot off his ſhining Arrows, and darted from. him his Glt- 
tering Spears, yea he level'd them (whether Huge Hail fones, 
or Hot Thunderbolts) with ſo even an Hand to their ſeveral 


marks, thathe hit the ene and miſſed the other, even when they 
I were 


58 IW, onderful Signs 


were intermingled together : this was Drgitus Dei, 2ly. Civil 
Hiſtory mentions ſtrange Hail-ſtones, both-Ethnick 5, as Livy De- 
cad. 1. Lib. 1. and Decad. 3. Lib. 10. Clardian, &c, And Ec- 
cleſtaſtick, as* Enſ:b:u4 Lib. 5. Tertwllan Cap. 5. Apolog. And 
Dze in the Life of 1{arc:%5 4ntonins (the Philoſopher ſo called) 
who fought againſt the 2uages.and by the prayers of the Thuy- 
daring Le»1on (as in vrelins the Emperors time they were cal- 
led) of Chriſtians, 1ngens Gr ando complaraque fulmina in Hoſtes Ce- 
ciderwnt, &c, Such huge Hail-ſtones, and hot Thunderbolts 
falleth upon the Enemy doth that Heathen Hiſtorian ſay, as if 
he had been an Eccleſiaſtick Writer) and Fire and Water d:d 
fall down from Heaven, the Ch-iſt:ans and their Party drank of 
the water and were Refreſhed, but the 2uages (rheir Enemies) 
were Burnr by the Fire and Periſhed, while it fell nor ar all up- 
on the other, or if ir did, it was preſently quenched, Neither 
did the Waters Relicve the 2uage-s, but Inflame them,as if it had 
been Oyl, ſo that they called for Warer to cool them, when 
rhe warter fell upon them, yea and wounded their own Bodies, 
ro quench their burnings with their own Blood : many more 
ſuch ſtrange Stories have wein the Magdeburg Centuriſts and in 
Oſianders Epitome (too long to Relate) I add only that our of Pe- 
rer445 (the Jeſuire) who tells us of a moſt grievous Hail ſhower 
in France in'the. Reign of Lewis Son ro Charles the Great, which 
was ſo prodigious in the weight and bulk of rhe Stones, thar 
ir cw borh 4s and Beaſt, and at thar time a peice of /ce of 12 
foor long, fell with rhe Hail out of the Air, fc. If there be 
ſuch Wonders in a Hail-ſhower, 'tis the leſs Wonder that God 
propoſeth this great Wonder to F«v, askingthim, | Haft 0x ſeen 
the Trea(ures of the Hail, which I have Reſerved againſt the t.me of 
Trenble, as the Day of Battel and War.] Job 38. 22. 23. Shewing 
thar rhe InſpeRtion and Adminiſtration of all theſe marvelous 
Metcors, do only belong ro the Great G 4, he hath vaſt 
Treaſur:sof them, many Arrows laid up in his Quiver (which 
can never be empricd, as the Poet faith of Foves) againſt the ap- 
pointed time for Puniſhing his Adverlſarics, then he brings _ h 
1s 
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his »pper and /over Troops (as the Rabbins Phraile it) ready preſt 
for his Service, antl this he will do againſt Baby/on,againt which 
God hath a moſt Dreadful Shower of Hail-ſtones, Revel. 16. 
I7. 18. 21, where the ſeventh Plague upon «A£zypt is compa- 
red to the ſeventh Plague upon Baby/o», yet this latter far 
worſe, as more weighty than the former, every Hail-ſtone 
welgped a Talent, far bigger than thoſe thar Braind the C:na- 
nitiſh Kings. Foſb. 10. See my Cherch-Hiſtory pag. 507, When 
our Foſhu1 or bleſſed Feſxs ſhall come forth Conquering and to 
Conquerthe World (as that Typical Foſbua did Cana») he hath 
a worſe Shower of Hail-ſtones wherewith to knock down nor 
only all the Romiſh Rooks (that would Rook us of our Refor- 
med Religion) bur alſo to Brain all the Grandees of rhe Earth, 
that lend their Power to uphold the totrering Whore of Baby- 
lon ; thoſe prodigious Hail-ſton:s ſhall drop down out of Heg- 
ven and deſcend upon the Earth, Revel. 20. 9 asif both con- 
- ag to deſtroy Chriſts Enemies, as they had done Davids be- 
ore. Pf. 18. 13. 14. 15.. and the Churches Ia. 30, 30. 31. 
Such as never were ſeen upon *Earth. Revel. 16. 19. 
The ſecond Wongerful Sign upon Earth, is that ſtrange 4- 

Parition to the Maid at Hatfield. 


Elizabeth Freemans Relation, taken before Sir Joſeph Jordan X7. 
and Richard Lee D. D. Chaplain in.ordinary to his Majeſty, and 


Reftor of Hatfield, on Jan. 31. $0. 


I. GE ſaith, That Jay. 24. Sitting by the Fire ſide abour 5 

in the Evening (which was irs conſtant time of appearing) 
ſhe heard a voice behind her, mildly faying, Sweet-hcarr ! 
She turning back, ſaw the appearance of a Woman. (as ſhe 
thought, all in white, with a white Vail, ſo that ſhe ſaw no 
Face, but a very white Hand was laid onthe back of her Chair) 
which ſaid ro Her; The 15h. of May is appointed for the Roy- 
al Blood to be Poyſoned, and further ſajd,. be nor afraid, for I 
am ſent to tell thee. II. That on Faz, 35, coming home; it ap- 


peared in White and Vail'd, as before, ſaying, Do you remem- 
| I 2 | ber 
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ber what I ſaid ? ſhe Anſwered, yes. She farther ſaid, 7» the 
Namie of the Father Son and Holy Ghaſt, what art thou ? It immedi- 
arcly appeared in.a very glorious ſhape, with a very Beautiful 


Face, and with a Crown on its Head : and harſhly faid, Tell K. 
Charles from me, not to remove his Parliament, and ſtand to his 


Council, and charging her to obey irs Command, to which ſhe - - 


anſwered, yes, &'c. 1H. On Jas. 26. It came again, ſhe being 
at home; and her Mother perceiving her troubled, faid Daugh- 
ter ſceſt thou any thing? ſhenor being able ro ſpeak, nodded 
her Head and waving her Hand : the Mother ſaid, ſhall 1 go 
out ? ſhe vob enabled ro ſpeak, and the Apparition nodding 
to her, the (aid, yes. The Mother going our, the Appatition 
bid her do her Meſſage: ſhe anſwered, I will, ſo ſoon as God 
ſhall enable me, irfaid be nor afraid, and ſo Vaniſhed. IV. Ir 
appeared 7ar. 27. ata Neighbours Houſe, bur ſpate nor. V. Ir 
appeared again at home, as formerly, 7ay. 28. her Mother and 
two Neighbours being prefenr, ſecing her begin to be troubted, 
they alt kneeled down to Prayer, it commanded her to do her 
Meſſage, ſaying, the Lord will go with you, bur the perſons by 
did netther hear norſce it. VI. ay. 29. It appeared as ſhe was 
praying, bur ſaid nothing, VII. Again the 3oth.- it appeared, 
ut ſaid nothing. VIII. 74s: 31. It appeared to, her again ar her 
Brother-in-Law's Houſe, being,in a very glorious ſhape, as on 
the Tueſday before, and ſaid, God hath ſent me to bid you do as 
he hath commanded you. &c. IX. It appeared on Feb. 1.again,in 
white, but ſaid norhing. X. Feb. 2. The day (1.6 came to-Lon- 
don, it appeared again, and commanded her to bid 'K. Charles 
keep to his Nobles, and them he rakesto be his Enemies, and 
keep the Parliament in the City. XI. F:6. 3. She being ar 
Whitehal, could nor be admitted ro ſpeak to the King :as ſhe was 
coming back. faw the Apparition in white, bur. it ſaid nothing. 
XII. On the ſame day it appeared again, and ſaid, You have 
done your endeavour to the utmoſt that God hath commanded 
you, you ſhall berroubled no more. 
Feb. 9th. This Maid, accompanicd with Sir /oſeph /ordan, Dr. 
| Lee 
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' Les, Mr. Wilkinſon, her Mother and others, attended the Kin 
and Council, where his Majeſty asked her many Queſtions, 7 
heard her Relation pariently,afrer which bidding her Go home 
and ſerve God, and ſhe ſhould ſee nomore ſuch Viſions ; or to 
that effe, and ſo ſhe was diſmiſſed. © Yer about the middle of 
April $1. She Relates, that the Viſton hath appeared again to 
her, and hath commanded her once more to preſent. her ſelf to 
his Majeſty. 

The firlt grand Enquiry, is whether this Apparitio® were 
a good or ann Evil Angel. Anſwer, 1.In general. A Yiſi- 
ble Apparition of Inviſible Spirits, is preternatural, and 
therefore a Prodigy, whether rhe Spirit that appears be 
good: or bad: 21y. Learned men give this Charater of 
Diſtin@ion betwixt the Apparition of a good and of an «wi/ 
Angel. That the good always appear in the ſhape of Beautiful 
Per ſons or Clean Creatures ; as, of a Lamb to Clement, of an H.rt 
to Euſtace, and of a Dove toO'Gummaras, &c. But the Evil Angels 
Appear as Deformed mey, or as Filthy Beaſts, Thus the Devil 
appeared to an Aſſembly of Witches in the Shape of a Stinking 
Goat, and of a filthy Hog, in thefe Churches of Agatha, propha- 
ned by Arrians. Thus Saran (ſoon after his Falf) ' rook the 
likenets of a Serpent, and is call'd ſo, yea a Drezor, and thus 
he is ſaid to appear inthe ugly fthape of all loarhfome Crea- 
rures to Hillary, Anthony, &c. As Athanaſius and Hierome in their 
ſuppoſiritious Relations have Reported . yea, ſome do further 
ſay, Hoc eft admodum mirahil: :unquam Viſos eſſe Demones utroque 
prde Humano ull.bj apparuiſſe, &c.  Saith Fornerus De Angelis 
Serm. 9. *Tisa very Wonderful thing faith he, that Devits 
never are ſeen appearing any where in mans ſhape, with both 
Feer alike, bur either with one Foot eloyen, or with a whole 
club Foot. All this ſeems not an'infalibly diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racer : for, *ris true, the great God can pur fuch diſcriminating 
Brands upon ſach deccirtul Apparitions, of Evil Spirits, and 
poſſibly doth ofren mark them ſo : yer this will nor hold Uni- 
verſally rrue, for that Devii who cam (as the Scripture ders 
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Truth faith) turn h:m{elf into an Angel of Light. 2. Cor. 11, 14 
may alſo Tranform himſelf into the ſhape of ſome comcly May, 
or lovely 8eaſt : 3. That which the Apoltle there affirmeth, was 
then taken for granted _— the Learned (ſuch as Pauls oppo- 
ſcrs deemed themſelves) and this was acknowledged by Porphy- 
19, Famblichas, &c. Thar the Devil (the Prince of Darkneſs) 
could Transform himſelf into an Angel of Lizht, cither by afſu- 
ming to himſeif a lightſome, comely and glorious Body, as if he 
were an Angel of. Heaven, or by ſuggeſting fomcrhing thar ſee- 
meth ro ſavour of Piety and Zeal tor God, as if it came from 
ſome bleſſed Angel, whereas his ſuggeſtions (as he ſuggeſterh 
them) do indeed rend to Go4s D ſhonoxr and the Souls Rvine. 
4- The Characer that even Porphyry giveth Sata (calling him 
-ns1202100 8) veg) One of 'many Forms and Faſhions, doth 
Evidence, that it was the Opinion of the Ancients, how he 
doth not always appear in one and the ſame Form, but hath 
as many ſeveral ſhapes as Prot.vs had among the Poets : This 
is made more manifeſt in the Hiſtory of the «4&s of the Apoſtles, 
as, firſt at Ly/fra he appeared as a, Comedian, as if a Scene of 
Plantys were to be Acted upon the Stage, A. 14. 11. 12. &c/ 
Secondly, at Antioch he appeared like a Fefuite with Traditions 
in his Mouth. v. 26. and A#. 15. 1. Thirdly at 4thens, he ſal« 
Iyes our like a Philoſoper, A. 175, 18. Fourthly, at Epleſus 
he: takes the likeneſs of a Malter- 4r:ifiger. Act. 19, 24. 


And fifthly, or Corizth, he tranfoxms himſelf into gn Angel of . 


Light. 2. Cor. 11. 14. with A. 18. 6. &c. In all thoſe pla- 
ccs the Devil Acted the parts of all the aforcſaid, though he 
did nor viſibly aſſume their ſhapes. 51y, As to the latter Times 
rouching viſibl 
Martinus, chap. 25. gives this Account, that Satan appeared in 
the form of a good Angel, among other Apparitions tro 41natho- 
lius a young Monk, &fc. He telleth how rhe Devil appeared 
to St. Martin (ſo called) as he was praying in his Monaſtick 
Cell, the apparition ſeemed very ” 10 ſparkling with a 
dazeling light having upon it Royal Robes, upon irs. Head a 
Gol- 
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_ Elohim and Jehovah; did drive the King into a Swoon, 1; Sa. 
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Golden Crown beſpangled with Jewels, upon its Feet gilded 
Shoes, and with a benign Aſpect out of a comely mouth ſpake 
as followeth | 94 Holy Marttn, #knowlede me whom thou beholaeth,1 
am Chriſt commg down to the Earth, and I would firſt manifeſt my ſelf 
zo thee, &c.) and the Apparition oft Repeating thoſe Words, 
the man (Martin) Anſwered, that Chrift had no where forcrold, 
he would come again in |» glittering and glorious a poſture (upon 
Earth) before the /a3t day. I will not believe that ir is Chriſt (who 
is come now to me) unleſs he app:ar in the ſame Form and 4;b:t 
wherein he /«fere7, and having his five Woun1s wherewith he 
was ſtigmatized upon the Croſs ; upon this Anſwer the Devil ya- 
niſhed outof ſight, leaving an horrible ſtink behind him, as 
ſaith the Author. See »: of ſundry other Stories of the like 
Deluſions : and 7ohan. Wierus de preſtigifs Demonum Lib. 11. 
Cap. 16. 6. Therc is another Character whereby the Diſ- 
courfe of an Evil Angel to us may be diſcerned from that of a 
good one, Which Peter Thyreus Lib. 4. of Apparitions, Chap. 16. 


Numb. 17. mentioneth, ſaying [The Diſcourſe of a cood Angel 


doth at the beginning affright a perſon, but afterwards leaves 
that mind quicrted and comforted, but on the contrary, when an 
Evil Angel appeareth and diſcourſeth them, 'tis -plcaſing and 
inſinuatrng at rhe firſt, bur it ever leaves the mind difturbed and 
in little eaſe at the end. The ſame Sign dvth Pined. give, in his 
Notes upon /0b, 4. v. 16. TYsallo is no Infalible Note, bur 
a falacious Sign alſo, for the Apparition of a good Ange! 1//.To 
Sampſons Mother was no way affrighttul to her, but rather com- 
fortable, encouraging her to run to her Husband, ro acquaint 
him with the glad Tidings, /udg. 13. 3. 6. Neither was her 
Husband territied with this Apparition, ſpeaking boldly ro it 
[art thou he u hich ſpake tothe omar] v. 11. Though aiter his 
departure, a Trembling Seiz'd upon #im, through want of 
Faith v. 22. not upon her, whoſe Faith was ſtrong »v. 23. and 
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23, 20 preaching tohim his Funeral Sermon, yet at the cloſe 
he had ſome ſmall comfort from thg Wirches fatted Calf, not ſo 
much to refreſh him, as to get him ſ{fe-out of her Houſe, 'and 
leaſt his qualm of fear ſhould drive him quite of from the 
Devil. Both theſe two Inſtances are point-blank contradifto- 
ry to Thireus and Pinedas diſtinguiſhing Chara&ter. 9. Nei- 
ther is that Sign (which ſome ſay is diſtinguiſhing) any better 
than the former, to wit, It muſt be agood Angel that ſuggeſt prod 
things, Whereas the Devil can give good Conrſ:l, and put upon 
good Duries, but always for evil Ends, as B»4inus obſerveth in 
.Lib, 2.3. de Demonomana cap. 6 and Samnel (himſelf) could nor 
Have ſpoken more gravely and ſeverely than Satan did. 1, Sem, 
28, s I have read a Story of- a good man, who was very 


weak, and after his Solemn calling upon God, on his Knees by 
his Bed-ſide, he berKes himſelf ro his Bed for Reſt, bur being 
abour to ſleep, an 4pparition ſpeaks to him, ſaying, riſe up ro 
Prayer ; The poor Tempred Soul bravely anſwered the Temp- 


ter, 1'le pray at Gods bidding not at the D:vels, &c, And 'tis a 
known caſe Satan ſuggeſts to his Vaſſals (Witches and Wiz- 
zards) to frequent places of Gods Worſhip bur all in Hypocri- 
ſy) lgaſt theyſhould ſeem to be ſo bad as they arc indeed : yea 
omerimes to receive the Euchariſt, but to reſerve it for ſome of 
their Magick and Diabolieal Charms. So that 'ris beſt judg- 
ing of ſuch Suggeſtions from the e»d propoſed, The Devils e- 
vil'end in prompting the Sick man to the Good 4tion of Prayer 
was to diſcompoſe him from ſleep:and to deſtroy him thereby. 
$. But much leſs may an Evil ſpirit be diginguiſhed from a 
good one by the place where the Apparition is appearing; for _ 
rhe Devil ſometimes can thruſt himſelf in among the Sons of 
Godor Fl: Anzel:, Job 1, 6. and when Satan thus maketh 
himſelf one among the Holy Angels, 'tis by Divine permiſſion, 
and not without the over-ruling power of God : The good An- 
els came into Gods preſence for goo to 7ob, but this evil one 
at evel to him, x0 wit, for a Commiſſion to hurt him, yet even 
this God oyer ruled for goo7 : Jam, 5. 11, though the begin- 
ping 
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ing was whe Devils; yer the £xd was the Lords, So Zech. 3.1 2- 
vea. and long before that, that £wil Anzel was got into Paraarer 
the beſt place that was then in theWorld;yea,and long aiter that 
he could not only accompany, but even carry Chriſt himſelf xo 
the Holy Temple, when he placed him upon a Pinacle of it, thus 
it appeareth fromScriptgre-Record,thar evi/Spirits may appcar, 
cvenin good places. as well as bad ones: to this Drexel.us Vikon | 
gives a farther conlirmation,ſaying, He ſaw tenDewits at a Sermon, Paths | 
and but exe at a Market ; the Reaſon whereof he giveth, is, thar A 
at a Sexmon, men ſtand in Awe of Gods preſence there, Act. 10. 
33. and therefore ten Devils Satan thinks few.cnough to tempt 
them, that they mav net ſerve the Lord without Diſt» attiv;r. 
1, Cor, 7. 35. But at a Market the Tempter nceds not ſo many 
tempting Tools, for there one man will(faſt enough)Tcmpr ano- 
ther, The Zuyer the Seller, and the Seler the Lyer. The ſecond 
great Enquiry is, Whether God uleth the Miniſtry of good «Angels 
ro his Servants now under.the Goſpel # Anſwer x/. without all 
controverſy he doth, yer in an inf:n{ble and in an- inviſible 
manner, that God migkr draw up our Hearts Heaven- ward,and 
have our Gonver [ation in Heaven, while our Commoration is on 
Earth. Phil. 3, 20. Devils are not more ready to tempt and gc- 
wvour us, than the 4ngels are to ſuccour and deliver us : As Evil 
eAngels do ſuggeſt Evil x;otions, ſo do good Angels good anes, 
and as our g:04 enaeavours are oft hinared by the Evil Spiftr* 
I. Theſ. 2. 13, Soare our evil undertakings oft by the good 
Angels, otherwiſe our Protection were not equal to our Dan- ' 
ger. The Devil moved 5alaam to go and curſe 1ſrae!, a good 
Angel refiſts him, and ſpeaks in the mouth of his Aſs to con- 
vince him, Fc. Here Biſhop Hallnoteth well, in his contempla- 
tion on that Scripture, If an Heavenly ſpirit ſtands in tne way 
of a Sorcerer Sins, how much more are all thoſe Cgleſtial pcw- 
ers ready to ſtop the miſcarriages of Gods deareit Children : 
how oft (yer more) had we falleny had not theſe BleTed Guar- 
dians uphcid us in their Arms. Pl.g1. 11, whether by remo- 
ving the occaſions and opportunities of Evil, or by jn'e&ing 
con- 
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contrary infundls and motions to Good. As Michaekoppoſed 
fatan about the Body of Moſes, ſo do the good Angels abour 
tlc Bodies and Souls of the Saints whzle they live and carry their 
Souls immediarely into -4b:-ihami Boſom when they Dye: therc- 
fore ſhould we bleſs God for Angels Miniſtry, as a part of 
Chriſts Purchaſe. Heb. 1. 6. 7. 14. who have their Commiſ//ion 
from him (ro keep the Saints in their way) as well as their 
Cor fir.at 0x by him in their own Everlaſting go dneſs : hence 
he is their Head, Col. 2. 10, and that Facebs Ladder on which 
they Aſcend with Mens Deſires, and Deſcend with Gods An- 
ſwer. Gen. 28, 12. much more I might add, but I avoid pro- 
lixity. 

The Sec:nd Anſwer. Tt muſt be granted that in the times of 
thc O'd and New Teſtament, God did uſe the Viſible Miniſtry 
of good Angels, as in the Old to Abraham, Gen. 18. 17, to 
Lot, Gen. 19. 15. to Gideon, Judg. 6. 12. 14. and to Manoah, 
Judg. 13. 3. &c. andin the New Teſtament, to Foſcph, Matr. 
I. 20. -t0 Zachary, Luke 1. 13. and to the Bleſſed Virgin, Luke 
I. 26. &c. Then did God ſpeak to his Servants at Sun y times 
and in drverſe manners, that is, in Dreams and Yifio:s by his Anze's, 
but now he hath ſpoke to us by bis Son, Heb. 1. 1. 2. and there- 
{ore all Yiſble Apparitien; are ceaſed but nor their 1aviſible Oprya- 
zions : They {till Act for Gods Church and Children, though 


' Inviſibly, therefore their Hands are repreſented ro-be under 


their Wings, Ezek, 1. 8. becauſe their ACtions are for the 
moſt part inſenſible and inviſible : For God now Governs his 
Church in a ſpiritual manner, without the viſible Apparitions 
of Angels, though they be preſent with the Church in an in- 
viſible way: Ecceſ 5. 6, and 1. Cor, 11. 10. Tis true, 
the Retired Saints of the primitive Times (as well as the Holy 
Martyrs) ſince the New Teftament Times, has ſometimes good 
Angels anpearcd to them, ſor their conſolations in thcir forced 
ſelundes and ſufferizgs as the beit Eccleitaſtick Hiſtorys Record, 
concerning the Holy Virgin, Theophyla, Agnes, Lneta, Cur-lia, and 
cthers, to pret*@ them in their Chaſtity, whilſt driven into 
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Defarts by Perſecution ; as alſo concerning Theedorus (who Id 
an Angel wiping off his Swear, with a ſoft Handkerchicf,while 
he was unver hird Torments by his Tormentors) and many 
others : burthe Elder the Church grew, the more rare became 
thoſe Apparitions, as of other miraculous Signs, not becauſe 
Gods «rm was (bortaed, &c, but becauſe his Church was 
(through his gracious Providence) now ſetled in an ordinary 
way: Thus it was with the Infant Church in the Wildernels, 
there ſhe had the Focd of Anzels rain'd down daily upon her, 
but when come into Canaan that Ceaſed, and then 1fracl mult 
purvey for rhemſelves : ſo now we mult not expect either rhe 
Fodor the Apparition of Anzelc. 

The Third Anſwer, Gonlartivs in his ColleCtions of the memo- 
rable Hiſtorics of later (than thoſe primitive) Times , makes 
his Reports of ſeycral ſuch Apparitions, yea Melaniton in his 
Coment upon Daniel, tells us of his own knowledge, how holy 
Gryn&4s was delivered from a bloody Popiſh Prieſts intention ro 
Murder him (for reproving him of talſe Doctrine) by an Axgels 
appearing to Melan@or (like a grave goodly old man)and warn- 
ing him to bid Gryne»; haſten out ot Spyres quickly, who ne 
ſooner had got a Boat upon the Rhine, but he was immediate- - 
ly and eagerly ſought for at his Lodging, by his very name, 
which (it ſeems) the good man had told the Prieſt, upon his dif- 
{emblingly deſiring ſome farther Conference with him. 

Anſwer the Fourth, The beſt Caſuiſts (I can conſult with) do 
ſay, that it is ndther pious nor profitable now tor men to at- 
fect cither the 4pparition or Conference with Holy Angels : in- 
deed the carnal fews did of Old, attribute much ro this, Job; 
12. 29. thinking that Bath-kol, or Daughter of a voice from 
Heayen, was the Voice of Tome Angel, not only becauſe the 
Decalogue (which God himſelf is ſaid ro ſpeak) was aſcribed by 
them to be ſpoke by Angels, AR. 9. 38. and Kebr. 2. 2. bur 
alſo becauſe they did not think God would ſpeak to Chriſt in 
his own perſon, being they looked upon Moſes, as greater than 
Chriſt, and Enſcbixs Hiſt. Lib. 5. Cap. i5. Tejls us, how the 
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Montaziſts (as well as Fews) were great pretenders to 4ygrls- 
Afparit'on', trom whom they ventured to forctel ſundry things 
which came nor to paſs, ſo event proved them Lyars, &c, Yea 
Ma :me: (that Grand Cheat) pretended he received his Hodg- 
Podg A charon from Gabriel the Angel, and the Romanills 
boat (even out-vying Yahomer) of a mighty power over Angels, 
inſomuchthar they prerend to ſhew a Plume of Feathers, rhar 
was pluckt out of Cab»re!s (that Arch-Angels) Wings : poſſibly 
it might be got when Angels (as common Fowls) do Mowr and 
caſt their leathers : yea Popery (art this day) aſcribeth much ro 
the Apparition of Spirits, from whom they underſtand the 
{are of their Friends in Purgatory : Thus are they (for gejefting 
the Trath) judicially given up of God to believe Lyes, as Ex- 
perience (the School Miflriſs of Fools) do ſufficiently Teach, 
2. Thrſſ. 2, 12, This is a part of the Romiſh poſtacy, to ive 
herd toſeducing Spirits, and ro Dedtrine of Divels, 1. Tim. 4. r. 

Antiver the F;f:h, To reccive any new Do&rine from an 47- 
e'l is now abominable, Ga/. 1. $.. For Angels have no Divine 
Inſlitetion to be Teachers of Men in the Church, they have no 
Sacred Miſſton or Fundtion thereto, Rom. 10. 15, 1, Cor. 1%. 
28. Fjh. 4. 11. God hath Inſtirurcd the 11nitry of Man (not of 
Amnve!s )to Build up his Church, this Honour God gives to 
Man, and the Word Preached by Man is called rhe Word of God. 
1. Theff. 2. 13. andthey thar Hear Man (according to the 
Goſpel} are ſaid ro hear Gerd. Luke 10, 16. yea 'tis ſo- far rhe 
pow:r of Ged, as to pull down the power of the Divel, therefore 
Het n91t be b-Tuilea into 4 voluntary Wor ſhi of Angel's, Col. 3» 203. 

Anfiver the S;x:4, The very light of Nature among the Hea- 
thens, did lead them to ſpeak of both Zres, or good Angels, 
theGuardian3 of GoodMen,and of L emures.ro0 evilAngels, the L187 = 
ne: 5 and wxcrs of Fai! Mey, thus a Devil entrcd inro Frdas and 
an Evil Spirit oft Vexed Sai. 1. Sam. 16. 14. Fc, Yea, 'tis 
not ſcarce yer out of the Memory of ſome men, how frequent {| 
were the «>pp.tritione of Evil Spirits, Phayrie , Hebriblins, and 
maay trightta] Sperums, wherewvith many places: were tre- 
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quently Haunted, and many perſons horribly diſtracted in 
Times of Pop++y and groſs Superſtition; and the rareneſs of 
fuch ſcaring Viſions, in theſe Ka times of Reformation, 15 
ſufficient to diſcover the difference (as Biſhop Hall excellently 
faith} berwixt the late of Ignorant (Popiſh ) Superſtition, and 
the clear Light of the Goſpel. Biſhop Hl of Evil Angels, 
pa". 993. And Camerarins (with others) tell us, how uſual thoſe 
Strange Apraritions were in times of Darkneſs, although z:»v 
(blefied be God) the Relation thereof is terrible to us. Came1- 
141245 his Hiſtory 0:7. L b. 4 Cap. 15. paz. 28S, T:;eatre of 
Gods Fuzgments pag. 531. to 437. Mr. Baxtcr 's Reſt, Edt. 2. 
par, 271. Eavater ae Ipcitris Per Forum, G&c. *"Fwas frequent then 
before theReformarion im Exrope (where the Goſpel hath nor 
come to Dethrone the Devil) The Ignorant Indians fee and 
hear (trange Spectraums and Spirits in bodily ſhape, Night and 
Day, whereas in New E»zland (by the Light of rhe Goſpel) 
is much dclivercd from that Prince of Darkneſs : Sozome: 
writes of one 4pel{zs (a famous «Agy2tian Smith) who was 
rempred to uncleannels, by a Divel in the ſhape of a Woman, 
in which ſhape (faith 7rimesh:us) never any good 4nge! Appea- 
red; hereby we may make ſome gueſs ar Dr. Ders Galtah the 
Maid, one of his Spirits, which after appeared as a M2». Dr. 
Dee, pag. 12, 16. and at his Friend E. Kelly , who could nor a- 
bide his own Wite, but abhorr'd her. pa7.30. and at his -e/,(a- 
nother of his Spirits ; that oft ſwore [marry} p.17.411. yea and 
himſelf who condemns Calvin, Luther, &c. and denys rhe !'ope 
tro be 4ntich!i/t, Kc. Joh: Bromiar. Sum praditt. v. ſuperbia. Tells. 
a famous Story of an /»;e/, and an Hezmite walking rogether, 
there laid in their way ſome ſtinking Carrion, at this rhe Her- 
mite ſtops his Noſe, turns away his Head and haſts out of thar 
offenſive Smell, but the Angel held'on: his way, wirhout any 
thew of dillike : ftraighrway they mer with a very proud, 
pragmatical man, gayly adorned, deeply perfumed, looking 
loftiv, and ſtrutrins along in a moſt flarely poſture, rhe Y:rmwr 
gave this man great reverence 2nd admiration, but rhe angel 


Pome 
L 


4 


O— _— __ 


2 ——_ 


Jo IT, onderful Srons 


#dp'r bis Noftrills, rurn'd away his Ecad, &c. Rendring this 
Reaſon, that the {iench of I'ride was more loathſome to God 
and his .,4»-els, than thar tinking Carcaſe could be to him : 
Kere was a better Character of the Apparition of a good «.,4;- 
ge! than of thoſe Sp:r15, that Dr. Dee mentioneth : I might add 
much more, &c. 

"A Anſwer the Seventh : Suppoſe an Apparition of Evil Spirits, Ca- 
Lpru4 tow aſyiſls conclude it unſate ro corf:r with them : our Grandmother 
Eve got a fall by holding Chat with the Divel in Paradice. Thar 
Fort or Caſtle whieh yields to a Parley, is accounted half loſt, 
they arc too wily for us, having much advantage ovyer us, 
ſlanding upon higher ground ro us, Fc. Bilhop Ha/”s Caſes 
of Con{cence, pag. 161i. Ac, Saying he admired art the Jeſuite 
Cotto;s confidence, who provided many Queſtions to propound 
to a Pemoniack, ome whercot were matters of Stare, concerning 
the then French King, and the King of England, pag. 165. and 
Cotton being queſtioned for this, anſwered he had Licence 
from Rome for his ſo doing, ibid. and much more of Remes traſh. 
As to this 4pparition in particular, though ar firſt ſight, ir ſee- 
med to me dreſſed up like the Divels Oracle at De/phos, in am- 
biguous Expreſſions, yet upon ſecond thoughts (which ſhould 
always be the beſt, as being moſt deliberate) I ſhall nor take 
upon me to Determine, either its goo4eſs or badneſs, as to kind 
of thing, but ſhall refer my Reader ro a ſerious comparing it 
with the Circumſtances of the aforegoing general Anſwers, ſub- 
joyning only, that it is Gods declared Will, we ſhould Live by 
Faith, and not Walk by Sence or ſight of ſuch Apparitions, where- 
in there may be much Dzceprio Viſus, Hiltory (indeed) tell us, 
that in ſome extraordinary caſe, God hath given out ſome 4p- 
paritions for the diſcovery of ſome ſecret heinous Murder, &c. 
and this he may:do by Devils, who are reputed ready to make 
ſach Diſcoveries, that their Prey may come ſooner into their 
Hands, by the ſtroke of Juſtice. As ro the PrediCtions of fu- 
ture Events, which .4pparitions do pronounce ; ſome few things 
(for Brevity ſake) only, ſhall be ſaid here. As-firſt, 'tis God 
and God alone (who is Omniſcient) that himſelf can foretel fu- 
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ture Events, Ia 41. 22. 23. The Prophet convinceth the 
Heathen of the Vanity of their Gods (or Idols; ſaying, That 
all certain Predictions of future Providences (wl.ich yct 
have no aſſured natural Ca+ſe or ſignificapt 512») belongerh on- 
ly rothe true God, Thus the Prophet Argues, ch. 44, 7. and 
45. 20. 21, and46. 10. and 48. 14. Idols cannot declare 
things tro come. Secondly. The Devil (though a molt Intcl!t- 
gent Spirit, can know nothing of what ſhall betal ſor the fururc, 
ſave only thoſe things he ſeeth in their Ca»ſ-s, cr in the light 
of partic/p:1ion: The Devil can better Diſcover what is paſt and 
done, by his own Inſtigation, as that Murder committed on a 
Stranger, at an Inn in Exeter, 3o years bcforc the Di:covery was 

made by an --pp.r:tica : as was likewiſe the Fraud of an Fxc- 
cutor converting a Genticmans Eſtate from his Children to his 
own uſe, who was affrighted by an Appay.t/oz unto a Reititurti- 
on 10 the right Heirs, both hapned Jatcly, and ſeem ro be well 
atteſted by Godly Miniſters. *Tis certain that future Contin- 
gents arc not Within the compaſs of the Devils Cognizance a - 
ny other way, ſeeing they are wholy at Gods diſpoling : yct 
Satan in ſome Caſes, and at ſome times, can foretel| things tro. 
come, as 1/7, He being a Mizhty Naturaliſt, able (by his Angeli- 
cal ſagaciry) to dive into the deepeſt caſes and. /ecretsof Nature 
which men cannot do) and ſo accordingiy to ſrame Jjiis Predi- 
ions, ſuch as ſeem ſuperaatural to us, he is alſo an Exait - 1- 
tift, attained (bcth by his acate Obſcryations, and almoſt Ccco 
years Expcrience) to an acquaintance of all natural, moral, and 
political cauſcs of rhings, as the Preriſſes, henea may he - 2 
{hrewd guelles (though he know nothing Infahbly) and gather 
ſuch conſequences, as may probably come to paſs, if rhe great 
God be not pleaſed to interrupt this Chain of Cauſes, as Ic 
ſometimes doth, by his over-ruling Power. Though Satan be 
a Prince of Darkncſs, yet may he have ſeconly tfach a pa:- 
ticipation of ſome light by Divine (nor only p:rm/t.n, but) Com- 
//ion, when God makes him the Exccurioner of his Judg- 


ments, and in ſuch 2 caſe *ris cafy for him to ſorere! future 
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things, as in the Caſe of Fob, 'he could predit (wirhout d&- 
ficulry) that ſuch and ſuch Evils would jhortly betal thar good 
man, when he had got a Commiſtion from God tor them, and 
wanted no tools to work them : and as in rhe Caſc ot the 4£o 
falſe Prophets of hab, in whoſe Mouth he had a Commi//7- 
on from God tobe a Lyimg Spirit, and delude them. 1. Kin. 22, 
6 22. which ſhews Ki-7 A4hab's Death, was revealed to the 
Devil, and then he could Reveal it ro whom he plcaſcd. The 
Devil Deceived thoſe Deccivers the falſe Prophets, and they 
Deccived Ahab, and draws him (as the A»%{c) into the Trap, 
where he Periſhed, nor only for his C:ze/ty ro Naboth, bur by his 
Creinl:ty to thoſe many curſed Sycophants: yea, and in the 
Caſe of $u/(which is yer higher; he only could have forcrold 
the Fall of King 1445 (ut ſupra} but he actually did forerel the 
Death of King Saul. 1. Sam. 28. 19. Naming the time, though 
in ambiguous Words, as [to morrow] is indetinitely uſed, Exod. 

13. 14, and Matt. 6. 34, Thus the Devil Equiyocates in all | 
his Oracles (as in this and in that of 444+) The Lord (ball deliver 
into the Hands of the King) 1. Kin. 2. 26. where the Particle [it] 
is not 1n the Original > The word [rhec] may as well be ſup- 
plycd: and this Lying Spirit names not which of the 
Kings he meant, whether Ahab or Benhagas, yea his quibling O- 
racle (as the De/p"ick Devil had many) might be conlirued in a 
quite contrary Senſe: either 1/7. The Lord will deliver [thee] 
*Aha\ into the hands of Benhadad, or 2. [It]ro wit, Ramorh 
G:1-41 into the hand of 4444 : thus the deceitful Devil will fave 
his Credit, what ever hapncd, and yet as bad as this ,ba/dor 
15, he ſhews more ingenuity here than doth the Jeſu:rs, tor he 
ingenioully acknowledgeth his Equiv:ca':zg Oracle, to beno bet- 
rer than a Baſe Ly:, ſaving 1 will 70 and be a Lyins Spirit, in the 
Month of all 4habs Pa aſytiical Prophets, v.22 However Satan (that 
mock-Samnel) ſeems more. poſitive and peremprory in his Pre- 
ditions of Sey's Dow+fal (as above) yer this was no more than 
what a prudently-thinking man might have conicCtured from 
the concurrence of fccundary Cauſes. how much more mighr 
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an acutely. obſerving Devil make up a ſhrewd Gueſs (by com- 
paring things with things) of Saxls approaching Ruine : He 
could not be ignorant both of Sau/s Rejedtion, and of Davids E- 
letior, the Courage and Confideuce of the Philiſtizes Army, the 
Deſponden ies and D:ffi lence of Saul and his Souldiers (both which 
had been formerly Valorous) were not unknown to him, or poſ- 
ſibly he mighr peep inro thoſe Prophetick Predictions concern- 
ing Sau! and Dav:d, in ch, 15, and 16. of the firſt of Saw. Yea 
he well knew, what himſelf deſigned to do in the day of Battic 
( with Gods Permiſſion) againſt $:zy/ who had forfeited 
Gods . Protection, The third Conſideration I ſhall conclude 
with is, that the Dev/l hath his Inſtruments or Vaſlals among{t 
Mankind, to whom. he imparts his Predictions, that they may 
impart them to others ; and thoſe are moſlly 1/omer{ of the 
Devils choice ) more than Mey, becauſe they arc W:uter Y-{els. 
whoſe credulity is ſooner impoſed upon,and caſilyer abuſed and 
deluded by the Devil:we have two famous Inſtances one in rhe 
Old the other in theNewTeſtament) rhe x/ hereof is 1.Sam. 28. 
7.whereSaul ſaid,ſeek me out aWoman that bath a familiar Spirit nor 
a Man but a Woman, he had put downWitches before, yet hoped 
he ſome might be remaining (though nor of Men, yer) of Women, 
which are wont to be lighter and proner ro Superſtition, nor 
only becauſe of weaker Wits and apter to be Deceived, bur, ſee- 
ing they cannot compaſs any Fame or Glory by Noble Ex- 
ploits {as men can) they therefore would become Famous by 
Magick Art: hence this Woman became a Dame to a familjar 
Spirit, and thither Sau/comes, who rather than fail would cravc 
help from Hell, cc. And the ſecond Inftance is nor unlike 
this t:rſt, 4, 16. 16, The Divining Damoſel, who probably 
forcrold many things that came to paſs, otherwiſe ſhe : could 
never have brougit ſo whch Gain to her Maſters, as that Scriprurc 
faith : ſhe might make unhappy Hits ſometimes, from the ſa- 
acity of (her grand Maſter) Satan ; yet mils too at other timcs; 
or it the Divel himſelt cannor forerel all turure Events, nor 
any thing Infalibly himſelf, bur _ as it is Reycaled ro him 
Dy 
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by God {as was eAtab's Fall at Ramoh Gilead) or as he foreſceth them in 
the Cauſes, Signs or Prophecies of Holy Scripture, wherein he is nor alittle 
$kit'd, and out of which he ſomeriracs ſtealeth a parcel, Far be it from me 
to apply our preſent Apparitionto either of theſe aforementioned, ef; pecial - 
ly upon thoſe Grounds, 1/f. We do not find that this Apparition required 
any Adoration ; when Sax! bowed himſelf to. Satan (that Mock-Samael) 
1. Sam, 28, 14. That Adoration was the main thing that the Devil chiefly 
aimed at : 2y. We do not find (in our Cafe) any ſeeking to this Apparition, 
for that is (Lavtamount) a Worſhipping, though there be no bowing, and 
how far amounts holding Conference with Apparitions (ſee above) bur yet it 
{cemsan higher ſtep to obey the:r Commanads, eſpecially ſuch as are diflonant 
tothe Law of Nature or Nations, or Scripture, which is not our Caſe, nei- 
ther doth this comport with the lattct Inſtance, | though here's a Dsvining 
Damſ-l, yet not ſuch an one as the Septuagints uſually call 63aFeqpvdss 
ecauſe the Devil ſpake out cf theic Bellys ; for which cauſe alſo the Hee 
brews call them O5oth or Bottles, becauſe the Bellys ot thoſe Women (thus 
made uſe of by the Devil) ſwelled as big as Boctles, when they began to Pro- 
pheſy.2ly, Neither do we hear of any gain eirhet to her ſelf or ro kerMaſters 
here, as appeareth there. 3p. Neither dowe find any Diſturbance given to 
Gods Worſhip under ſpecious pretences here, as is found there, They thar 
dcfire to know more of thoſe Divining Iatrigues, let them conſult Baldwiys 
Caſes of Conſcicnce . Lib. 3. Pag. 533.to 620. &c. too long. here (ſo much 
asto abridge in this ſmall Treatiſe) and other Caſ#iſts ; I add this on- 
ly, 1/t. If the Death of any be foretold by the Deyil we oughe nac to believe 
it, as from him (the Lyay ) God can Crotsir, 2/y. If God permit ir, 'tig v0 
harden the ſuperſtitious Obſervers of it: 3/y, 'tis enough Gods Word. fare- 
rels that all ſhall fall our for the belt 80 them that love God, Row, $. 28.59 
all's welcome: ſo far as Gods Word guideth us, we walk ſafely, but if we ſtep | 
farther into a By-way 'twill lead us down into the Chambers of Death, 

I Omit the ſtrange Apparitiors at Pons Town in Tipperary in Jreland, at- 
teſted by 16 perſons Eye Witneſſes, and Printed, The laſt and lateſt of 
L1nd-Prodigies (omitting many others tha; come not yet weil proved to my 
Hand (isthe Death of 3 Tower- Lyons ; called Old Charls, Queen and Dake 
which is the moreRemarkable,becauſe we do not find(ſcarce in a whole Age) 
anyRecord of theDeathofſo mnch as one of thoſeRoyalLong. LivedCreatures 
(the Keeper whereof is ſo much obliged both by Loyalty and Advantage to 
preſerve them) much leſs of ſo many and that within ſev days,as-if they had 
conſpired ro warch off together, the more to. amuſe and, amaze this 
Tripple Realm , for every Kirgdom one : to Exemplity it in our Eng- 
liſh (oricl.s, though ſomething like it is ſaid ro happen. in King Rie 
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chards Reign, yet I cannor find a fit Paralel unto this ſtrange Pfodigy »p» 
Record, (ave only in Henry the fixths Reign, Whereof Sir Richard Baker 
(who is generally owned as an Impartial Chronicler of former Times) giveth 
us this Account, That in the 1 $ch, year of Henry the fixth all the Lyons 
1n the Tower Dyed. Bakers Chron. pag. 199, This Kings Reign was at- 
rended with many mifchicis berwixe him and the then. Dake of York, Henry 
the Fifth after he had Conquered France, and kept his Court with incompa- 
rable Magnificence for ſometime, then he Recurns with his Queen into Eng+ 
land, who was delivered of a Son at Windſor,called. therefore Henry the 6. vs 
Windſor (upon whom at his Birth his Father ſpake Prophetically | t Henry of 
Mowmouth have gain'd mach and ſhall remain bur a ſhort time: but Hexry 
of Windſor (hall Reign long and looſeali] and acording to this Paterzal Pro - 
pheſy che $2a firit loſt His Allin France, and after, 2iy. His All in Erg- 
land, lnthis Henry the ixchs time, France, Normandy, Aquitain, were all 
loſt from the Engliſh, and in England ſuch weie the bloody Contentions be - 
teen the two Houſes of Tork and Lancaffer, that ten [everal fierce Battels 
were fiercely fought between the two Faftions, whereof 5 were foughtia 
Henry the ſixths time, -The firſt at St. Albans in which Yorks prevailed: the 
ſecond at Black:-Heath, in which the Confederate Lords were (onquerors : 
the third at Northatypron, in which Henrythe ſixth was again overthrown : 
the fourth at Wakefield, in which the King was Victorious : the p.xth at Tow- 
ron, in which the new Dke of Tork carried it, who became thereby King 
Edward the IV, In whoſe time alſo five more ſeveral ſet Batrels were 
fought upon the ſame Quarrel : as firf,that at Exham : ſecondly,that at Buan- 
bury : thirdly, the Battel of Lboſe-Coats ; fourthly, that in Barnet Fields : 
and fifthly that at Tewxbury, Thus even the White Roſe was Dyed Red, 
over and over again, with the blood of many brave raen, and a P<riod was 
never put tothis Contention twixt the White and Red Roſe, until that conclu- 
ding Battel at Boſworth Fields, in which the Plantaginets expired, ard both 
the Howſes were after united in Henry the VII. Roſe's Hiſtory of the 
World, pag. 534 &c. and Dr. Prideanx's Hsftory of Sacceſſions in our 
own Land, pag. 333- Who tells a memorable Stury of thoſe ſuch Catch- 
ing Times (as he calls them) of one Burder a Mercer in (/heap-fide, who jo. 
cularly ſaid tohis Son, it he would ply his Book, he ſhould be Heir-to the 
Crown (meaning his own Houſe, which had the Crown for its Sign, and had 
no Relation to the Crown of the Kingdom) for this Jeſt the Man loft his Life 
aſſuredly an Honeſt Fury would not bave given bim fuch h.4r4 Aeaſare 
God bleſs us from ſuch Contentions and ſuch catching Times, which were pre- 
ſaged not only by the Death of the Tower Lyons,as above, but alſo br ſeve- 
ral other Prodigies, as a Blazing Star, Monſtrons Births, a prodigious 
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Cock out of tie $24 at Portland, crowing three times,and turning his Head to 
the Soxrh, North and Weit, and Pauls Steeple was fired with Lightning : 
See R«ſes H:ſtary of the World, pag. 534. And Sir Richard Bakers Chrino- 
logy of che ſame tirae, all theſe Prodigies were Preſages of ſad tuture Cala- 
mities. Enquiry, WHy maſt the Death of Lyons be made a Prodigy, ſering 
they are Arial as other Beaſts, and Dye only in the common courſe of Na= |, 
ture,? Anſyer the firſt, Conſider in the general, A Lyon 1ſt. For his Ma- 
j{fty, that firs enthroned in his looks. 21, For bis Magnanimiry, as diſdain- 
Ing to go out of his ſtately pace, though Danger purſue him, Prov. 30. 9:30. 
3/y. For his Formidableneſs, inforauch that when the Lyon Roareth, all the 
Beaſts Tremble, Am, 3. 8. and have not power to fly from him, though 
they can out-run him ; hence he is the Hyeroghphich of Dominion, and wor- 
thily as well as valgarly is called the King of Fen Hereupon'the Fall of 
a Lyon is as the Fall of Abner,the Fall of a Prince, 2.Sam. 3. 38. 'Tis look- 
ed onas a Fatal Fat, the Death of a Lyon was the preſage of 7alian's death, 
{aith Ammiarus Marcellinus, Anſwer the ſecond,more ſpecially as the /iyirg 
Lyon Reſembleth MajeſtyDomineering (according tou#ſops Apologue) over 
theeAſs and the Fox in ſharing thePrey they had joyntly caught in Hunting : 
$> the Dead Lys repreſenteth MajeftyDeceaſed (according to Alciats Em. 
blem and the G: eck Epigram a\si vixegs (Gus Ato]o ivCerlum 14 yapts 
Though the Lyon while living be the Nobleſt of BeaſtsgProv. 30. fo. yet 
when Dezad,this Noble Beaſt is expoſed to the Scorn of moſt weak and 


timorous Hares, Hence aroſe the Hebrew Proverb, that a Livin; Dog (with 
them the baſcft of Creatures) was better than a Dead Lyon (both as io UT? 
and asto Ef Eccleſ. 9. 4. Importing that the meaneſt man Living, is 
berter than the greateſt man Dead. Anſwer the third, The Death of a Tow- 
er Lyon is more portentous than the Death of many Lyons in the Wilds of 
Lybia, whereof no notice would be taken, but a Tawer Lyen is the Darling 
as well as Emblem of Princes, and the Delight as well as order of the Peo- 
le that haye been admitted co behold them ; and ſeeing they naturally live 
law than the oldeſt of Men, ſcarce any one Age brings Tidings of the 
Death of a Tuwer Lyon (as betore) {9 carefully atrended, &c, This occafions 
the general Opinion, that ſuch an Occurrence is a Fore-r#nner of ſome Fas 
rtality, Anſwer the fourth, How much more the Death of 3 Tower Lyons | 
at once, aSif a Lyon Peſtilence (chat 72 2g2y or Divine Thing had been ſent 
to kill three Lyons at one blow, this hardly finds a Paralel in Hiſtory,the ffraug | 
Tower (it ſelf) with all its high Walls, deep Trenches, braſs Guns, great 
Guards, and warded Gates, could not be a Tower of Defence to them or to | 
| 

| 


any one them, and if Tria had been Omnia here - is in Philoſophy) the 
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Tower had been lefta Lyon-lefs Tower, Sacred Story ſpeaks of one Prodi- 
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-pv, rot altogether difſonant to this, to wit, Samſon turned aſide to fee the Car - 


caſe: of the "Lyon, and behold there was a Swarm of Bees and Hoey n the 
Carcaſe, Judg. 14. 8. proaigioſum eſt (ſaith Lavarer) quea Aeilificarunt 
Apes m Cadavere, &c, "Twas no leſs than a Prodigy, that Bees ſhould breed 
and make Horey {o ſoon in fuch a place, ſeeing they are naturalty ariven 
away by an ill Smell, as abhorring all ſtinking things, ſuch as this Carcaſe 
muſt needs be upon its Putrefattion.; herein Pliny, Colamella, e/E!ian, Var- 
ro, andall Naturaliſts do unanimouſly concurr : Iideed ſome (as Virgil, O- 
vid, &c,) do ſay, Bees may breed in the Carcafe of a Bullock raturallr, 
burnever in the Carcaſe of a Lyon, which hath a more tcerid fleſh and «a 
more ſtinking ſmell ; however, not in ſo ſhort a time'as was betwcen Sam- 
ſons Contract and the ſolemnizing of his Marriage. Ir therefore. only came 
to paſs, by the ſpecial Providence of God producing this Prodigy, not, only 
by a preternataral, but alſo by a Sypernataral power. Now that the Tow- 
er Lyons be dead (though we had no hand in their Death, as Sam[.n had in 
his) let us turn aſide (alittle) to view theſe Carcaſes, as Samſon did this)and 
behold both the Congraity and Diſparity of them: As 1/f, God Biefs us, that 
no Swarms of thoſe Bees of Babylon (1/a. 7. 18.) may-breed out of theix 
Carcaſes, nor out of them whoſe names they bore, to Sting us with their Fa- 
tal Stings: And God bleſs us not only from thoſe Honey-lefs Waſps and 
Droniſh Robbers, but alſo that the right Honey may be bred*in the body of 
the ſupervivingLjoy,calFdCharles the IT,and in him whoſe name he'beareth: 

3/y.Though we find no Honey in any of thoſe 3 Carcaſes,as Sam/oh did in his 
one,yet may wefind ſucha R;agle in them which may puzzle and Nox-P!s 
all the uncircumciſed Phil:ſtins, Judg. 14, 12. 14. Ont of theſe Eaters may. 
came forth Meat and ont of the ſtrong ſweetrieſs. This Problem (as maiy*o 

Gods Providences) is made up of contraries, yet the '@nigmatical Sentence 
ſeems to ſigaity, that it ſhould come to paſs, the Philifins which ruled with 
rigour over the //raelites at that time, ſhould be ſabdued and caten up by 
the 1ſraelites, and when they were moſt ſtrong, they ſhould not damnity bur 
accommodate the Hebrews: The good Lord grant the ſame Priviledges to 
the Proteſtants over the Papiſts, who have eaten us up as their Daily Bread, 
with the like voracity as the Hungry devaur Bread, Pf, 14 4. Yea, thoſe 
cruel Cannibals makes Fleſh as well as Breadof poor Proteſtants, and do as 
barbaroufly and bratifhly worry them with epen Mouth, as the bloody Zyons 
do the helpleſs Sheep, Pl. 27. 2. O that they may now ſtumble and fall in 
attempting it, and both they and their Zeviathan (the Pope ) with his broken 


, Head, may be given as meat ts the people Inhaviting the Wilderneſs, PL. 74. 


13. 14: Then'would Gog unriddle,. how o#r of the grand Eater comath 
AMear, and ont of theſtrong comprh Sweete(s, 
| This 
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79 Wonderful Signs 

7 This Leads me to the third and laſt Scene or Theatre, whereon God 
ſhews his 7Y/onder frel Signs, to wit,(asin Heaven and on the Earth, fo) upon 
rne Waters; As I do defignedly omic many marvelous things, mentioned 
in Forreign and Domeſtick Letters, ſuch as the Earth=quake at Malago, 
which overturn'd their Religious Houſes, and pur all Span intg Fright, c: 
And tuch as have lately hapned alſo in vur Lands) becauſe they come not 
well Atteſted co make them enough Authentick, in the foregoing Stage or 
Theatre : fo I muſt do inthis laſt, omitting my Stories, and pitch firſt up- 
on that which hath unqueſtiopable Teſtimony of the Truth thereof, to wir, 
che Drying up of che River Wye in Wales, between Radnorſhire and Breck- 

| [7 " ry PIk Spire (where "ris near as broad as Thames at Brainford) about a ſtone's 

_ >a caſt over, and of a fierce Current, yet on the 2 5th. of Fa»nary laſt at Lewys- 
ford, iritop't its courſe and parted ir ſelf, and became dry, fo that ſeveral 
perſons walked over Dry-ſhod, ſome gathered up Fithes-for ſeveral Miles, 
chis continued for ſeveral Hours : This is Atcetted for Truth, by Mr, Probat 
High Sherrift of Radnorſhire, and Mrs. fones, ( whoſe letter hereof I had to 
aſſure me) both Eye-W iinefles, and it was alſo obſerved chat the two Rivers 
([thon and Trvon) which fall iato that River Wye, were at the ſame time like. 
wiſe ſuddenly dry.; but after a few hours flowed with more Violence, and 
higher than uſual : and (as my Letter addeth) no natural Reaſon could be 
rendred hereof ; Now to exemplify this Prodigy by Paralel Inſtances, from 
Sacred and (wil Hiſtory : 1. Satred Story ſaith, that when God brakg the 
Heads of the Dragon (Satans ſworn Sword-men and Ph4roabs chief Cap- 
tains) and the Head of the grand Leviathan or Pharoah himſelf, then did 
God alſo Divide the Sea, and clave alſo the Fountains and the Flood, PL. 74, 
13. 14. 15. Drying up mighty Rivers, as fordan, Euphrates and the Red 
Sea, which (in reſpeR of the ſain Ocean was but a mighty River, This 
the Angel of God Divided and drjed up, for ſix hundred Thouſand to pals 
over in Rank and File. Exod 14. 21. 22. P(. 136. 13. and 106. 9g. Gods 
Rebuke was upon the Waters, clove them in twain, and bound them up with 
bis Swadling Band (as eaſily as a Nurſedoth her Infant) fob 39. 9, fothat 
they could neither wave, nor ſwe]l, nor flow, but became as a firm Wall (fro- 
zen into hard Ice) on both ſides of //ſracl, Pf. 78. 13, Thus the fluid Waters, 
were Hxed and became as Stone Walls, on each hand of them, while they paſ- 
ſed through with caſe and ſafery. This the Pſa!miſt Wonders at, and asks 
the Waters,What ailed thee,O thou Sea, &c, Pl. 114. 5. and thence be paſ- 
ſeth to 7orday, (more Paralel to our-Caſe) asking what was the matter with 
you both, that the'one Fled and the other was Driven back: can there be avy 
natural Reaſon given? or was't the powerful preſence of God that affrighted 
you into this Retrograde Kun or Motion, v. 7, This Inſtance ſheweth we may 
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many times ask Queſtions, and yer neither dowbt of the matter, nor be = 
rant of the Cauſe: This more Paralel Caſe of the drying up fordan, Joh. 3. 
13. TheWaters of that River were cut off, that is, the Waters that came from 
above were cut off ſo as tofſtand ſtill as on a Heap, and the waters.that were 
below (according to their ordinary courſe) ran away into the Dead Seca, fo 
the Channel was left Dry, having no waters coming down from above toteed 
and fill it, This was a wonderful Work of God, and mach admired by, the 
Pſalmiſt in his Pſ. 1.14. Now this forde1; was.a compeund of two Rivers (for 
and Dan) as our Welſh River was, yetthe Courſegt both the ſtreams were 
ſtop't for ſome Hours, ſo the Channel was dry, though ('tis true). the Cagp 
of Iſrael was not there with the Ark to paſs over into ('anaan : The Chaiace 
Paraphraſe Addeth the drying up of Arnon and fabbok, whereof fee Nam. 
21. 14. and Dewt,.2. 37. as Revel. 16, 12. mentions the drying up of Ex- 
phrates for the Kings of the. Eat to paſs over, &c. but leaving,Sacrea, come 
we to CivilStory: Our Famous Cambden Reports of another River in 
Aecrionith ſpire in Wales, the River Dee that runneth through P:imble- 
Meer or Lake, it mingles not her Streams with the Waters of the Lake, 
though: this be a great /ſarve/, and bath alſo a good Aforal (to wit, that 
we ſhould not mingle the ftreams of our Afﬀettions with the puddle Water of 
(orrupt Company, when carried headlong at unawares among them) yet itis 
far ſhort of our preſent Prodigy: and the ſame Cambden» relates, how 
the River Oxſe near Bedford (in the laſt year of King Richard the ll.) ſtood 
ſtill, and ce bis Courſe, ſo as the Channel remained dry for the ſpace of . 
three miles rogether. ({ambden Brit. pag. 399« Which;was then adjudged to 
ſignify che Revolcings of the SubjeRs from their. Prince. Bakers. Chron, pag. 
154- 167, Hebeing miſlead by his Favorite Aficþael de-la-pgol and other 
Sjcophants,-did incurr the hatred of his People, Prideanx Introaxttion, pag. 
324- In histime was the marvelous Parliament, and that which wrought 
Wonders. See Baker of his Reign, Alſo in the Reign of Henry the VI. The 
fame River Oxſe (on.New-Years Day) ſuddenly ſtood Rtill and divided it 
ſelf, which (as was conceived) did portend the prodigious Broyls between the 
Houſes of Tork and Lancaſter, ſee Bakers Chron, among the Caſualties - (as 
he calls them) of his Reign, The like hapned inthe year 1660. to the 
River Derwent near Darby, which was x thex 3 up upon Now.the 29. for many: 
miles and ſome hours, ſo that the Mills ſtood, the Boats werg on groand, the 
F.ſhes taken up upon the Sand by Children, and men walked over dry thod. 
This was the greater Prodigy, not cnly becauſe. 'tis a broad River and. runs 
with a fierce and f ull Strears (as Cambden Britt. pag. 5 54+ relaterh) bur alſo 
becauſe the Waters of the Santtnary were dryed up ſoon after, by the Silen-  £,P/y 
cing of fame thouſands of OrtholcxMipiſters: As thoſeRivers returnes{a!l of : 
them. 
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em) rg their courſe again, ſo the good Lord bnow ws iz 9Hy Wilderneſs and 
'2 the Laid of great Drouchr, Hof, 13. 5. and make us agpainuyga watered 
Garden; whoſe VVaters ful not; Ia, 58. 11. That our Fleete, as 'Gideons 
may not [fill 62 Dry. Judg, 6. 39. but the Lord be as ſprings of Water to 
#5, tor all onr ſreſh ſprings are in him, Pl. $7. 7, an everflowing and overe 
Arying Fountain of Grace and Comfort. 

Were not niy Book already ſwoln to90- bulky, T might inſitft alſo upon the 
proaiugions Whale, which was found lately ih the River Wevner,withim 6 miles 
of Colcheſter, go foot inlength,and 28 inthickneſ(s,who broke oft his own Tail 
With !trugling, and turn'd rhe River into Blood with his Blood : an undoubted 
P+1digy,tot the Whale never breaks forth outof her beloved Ocean (which is 
er peculiarDominion) into narrow Riyers,but it preſages Storms, where ſuch 
a thing hapneth :' Aſuredly onah's was the greateſt of Pr odigies, who ſhip'd' 
him tothe ſhore,ahd-in the meantime aftoreed him an Orarory a place to 
Pray in. Four Progugiors Wonders were concurring therein ſaith Aſercer, 1/t. 
"That the Heat of the Whales Stomach did not Conſume Fenah as itdid other 
#y0d4, 21y, That in fo cloſe a Priton he could both breath and live, without 
che common uſe of A:r and /:2hr. 31y. That be was not choaked with the 
Stench of fo fithy a Jakes as the Whales Belly, 41r. That he had his Senſes 
(as well as Lite) there, to poxr ozt ſuchan excelient *Prazer and Proſe to 
God. fonah was the true Aron (the Poers mention) out of whoſe H:ftory 
Chriſt gathers the Myſtery of his own Death, Burial,and Reſurrettion, Jon. 
x. 17, and 2, 1o, with Matt, 12. 40. This great Sca-Monitgg (that never 
uſeth to come near the Shore, but Sports himſelf in the deep Waters P/. 104, 
26.) yet when the Great God (the chief Cenrarion) commands him thither; 
he 92#+ go and Vomit up fonah upon dry Land. He breaks the Head) as 
well as T ail) of this Monſtrous Leviathan, and gives him ro be Meat to the 
People inhabiting the Wilderneſs P{.74.14. Though no Mortal man can 
Ring him like an Hog, or Rule him like a Bear, Job.41.2. Cc. yet the Im- 
»10tal God cart and aid ſo,to Senacherib'that crooked Leviathan. Ifa.2 7.1, & 
37, 29. and doth ſo, both to the Great Turk, who would Devour Exrope, 
and to the Great Pope, who would deſtroy the Reformed Conntrys : Proco- 
pixs tells of a great Whale in his Time, that much Infeſted che Coaſts of 
Conſtantinople, and did much Miſchief for fifty years together, but art laſt 
was taken and tamed (by flaughter) though 30 Cubits long and ten broad, 
Thus fch1wah will Take and Tame both Behemorh, the Tark who Eats up 
men like Graſs pon the Myuntains. Job.go.1f. Tc. and Leviathan the 
Pope who Sports himfelt in his Sce todevour Proteftants,God will pull thoſe 
2 Kings of the (hildren of Pride out of their Seats (though they have Infe- 
ſted the Church many titty years, and both Sadale aud Bridle them. J ub, 
41.13+ 34. In due Time God will make this latter (Leviathan) to break his 
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own Tail, and let out his own Blood, as that Colchefter Whale did, and God 
will break his Head, ard give him to be meat to his People @ There be many 
more Signs and Wonders I omit (though mentioned in ub Intelligences) 
becauſe not (to me enough Axthentically eMtreſted, I would allo ſubjoyn 
here the many marvelcus and prodigious Providences, not only Reported, but 
likewiſe Recorded in our own Land of late (were it not to avoid prolixity) 
ſuch as the Wonderful Diſcovery of Fuftice Godfreys Death : The Wonderful 
delivery of Fuſtice Arnolds life, The Wonderful diſappointment (hitherto) 
of all the Popiſh Plots (both Shaw and Real agaiaſt King and Kingdom. The 
Wonderfal Death of three grand Enemies (to an honeſt Alderman in 
Hull) who all dyed iathree Weeks time, ia the heat and height of their Per- 
ſecutions againſt him : with many more ſuch marvelous Occurreaces, þefal- 
ling ſeveral Perſecutors and Prophane Scoffers (as him whoſe Eyes dropt 
out of his Head, immediately afrer his Scofling at the late Comer) not yet 
plenarily proved. , 

The «Application in ſhort (after a long Explication general and particu- 
lar, .yec Applicatorily Explained all along) is twofold, 1ſt. General. 2/y. 
Particalay, the latter of thoſe to be poſſitive and peremprory in (without a 
peculiar Gift, which we pretend not to) isby the beſt Caſuiſts cailed Nefas, 
and no better than preſumption to pry roo curiouſly intotke Ark of Divine 
Secrets, for which fifty Thouſand Bethſhemites were ſlain, 1. Sam, 6, 19. Ar- 
cana Dez ſunt Arca Dei, we may not ſearch into Gods Secrets, Deut. 29, 
29. Mir ari oportet, rimars non licer, tis as unmannerly to pryinto our Neigh- 
bours Houſe, as 'tis to preſs into it, ſaid Xenocrates : how much more may 
men be paid for peeping into Gods Houſe, as the men cf Berhſhem:ſh were, 
contrary to Gods Command. Num. 4. 20. forum que ſcire nec Datur nec 
fas eft, Dotta ef ignordtia , iſtins ſcientie cAppetentia eſt irſania ſpecies, 
faith Auſtin: 'Tis a learned Ignorance not-to know what we ought nct to 
know, and 'tis a kind of madneſs todefire it, Fwurcecins fings well, ſaying, 
Tefuge ſen peſtem Tu mxwTexywouly, And Peter giveth charge againſt this 
Impious ('«rioſfity as againſt Theft and Anrder, 1. Pet. 4. 15. "tisa teing 
too baiſy with Gods matters. Baldwis therefore concludes this point, preſtar 
Ergo, &c, 'tis better to paſs over prodigies in ſilence, and leave the particular 
Application of them to the moſt Wiſe God, than by an over-carions Divining 
to betray our own temerity, Bald, Caſes of Conſcience, Lib, 3. Pag. $13. 
However to makea general Application (which is the former) ot them, is rg 
be Wiſe unto Sobriety, ſeeing Events in all Apes do eriderce, that Prodigies 
do portead (in the general) a Futurition or Appreach of fore thirgs 4 nct - 
yet exiſtent) and ſuch as bear ſcme propostion in quality to the Predigies 
themſelves: as Armies portend Wars, &c. This is acknow!edged by H+ro- 
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dotus and Machiavel, that no extraordinary Calamitics befal Nations or 
Ciries, but *ris ſggeſhewn by ſome Extraordinary Sirns and Wonders, as the 
Reverend Dr, 7ackſon (in his Sermen preached before King Charles the I:) 
quoreth them, pag. 9. 10. Yea;our Saviourhimſelf did [nſtiture S;gns and 
Woxders,as immediate forerunners of that final Deſtruction of Fer»ſalem;ſo 
ſorely threatned and fo ſeverely executed-by Tiras Veſpaſizn, Matth. 2 4: 
Mark 13. and Lwke 21, and foſephus hath a good Note upon it, /:b. 4- cap. 
12, of the Wars of the / Fa that it was Gods Clemency to Mankind to fore + 
ſhew by thoſe extraordinary Signs and Wonders, what waſting Deſolatiors 
were approaching.that his people being forewarned might be forearmed alſo 
and take the beſt Courſe for their own ſafety. The General Application of 
Prodigies, (which are unqueſtionable) be principally two, according to Cor- 
. ., nelins 4 Lapide's Notion, on foet.'2, 30. Prodigia ſunt Credentibus benefica, 
pro boa inctedulis vero Malefica-& Horrivitia: 1ſt, They do portend much miſchief 
UV to that part of the World, which wallows in Wickedneſs without Repentance : 
The Signs and Wonders God|ſhewed to Pharoah were n:t only Meſſengers, 
bur even Harbingers of bis and his Peaples Deſtrution, ſo was the Hand- 
writing upon the Wall a my portending Be/hazLars Downfal for his 
Drunkenand Debauched Quaftings, Dan. 15. 22. 23+ So were the Prodi- , 
gies in Heaven, Earth and Sea (as Luke ranks them Luke 21. 25.) Infallible- 
portents and preſages of the final fall of the Zews and their Fer»ſalem, for 
Perſecuting Chriſt and his Apoſtles, &c. Thus it was of latter times in Ger- 
any, as their wickedneſs ani Debauchery increaſed, fo did their Prodigies, 
Signs and Wonders, Hiſt. Iyon- Age, pag. 65. Yea and in our Land Sis Rich, 
Biker hath worthily Recorded, How the many Miſchiefs (that have befallen 
this Nation) were all foreſhewed by many -foregging Signs and Wonders 
(which he calleth Caſualties). in every Reign, whereof I have extracted an 
Epitome, and thought to have inſerted it here, were not my-Book too bulky 
: already, 2/y. They do Prognoſticate Relief and. Remedy to the Religions 
part of the World. »/&gypts Orerthrow was {ſraels Deliverance,and ſo was 
and will be Babylons to S:on. Therefore Chriſt enceuragerh. his Servants 
at the ſight of ſuch Signs, to lifr up their Headsfor their Reaemption draweth 
nigh, Luke 21.25. 28. All men ought therefore to Regard the Works of 
the Lord and to confi der the Operations of his Hands, leaſt by negle&there- 
of they provoke a Jealous Gd to DeFFroy them and not build them wp. PL. 
28. 5: Haw oftdoth God call on Zechary, lift up thine Eyes and behold,c. 
and what ſceft thou ? '&c, God ſhews his Signs and Wonders, not that men 
ſhould caſt ſcurrityxs Scoffs at them, (whoknoweth whether ſuch have a mi- 
aute betwixt his laſt, 7e#F in this World, and his Everlaſting Earneſt -in- a 
waiſe World) but ro make ſerious (ontemplations ca-them; what- curious: 
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Artiſt canerdure (when he expoſes ſome ſpecial peice to-publick View) to 
ſee ſottiſh mn rake no notice of it, or ſilly ſpettators (that cannot underſtand 
ies Admirable Art) Deride it, God is Certainly T»ning bis Inſtrument 
(as I ſay inpag. 32. ) and will ſhortly play ſome choice Tune, though made 
up *of Diſcords The good Lord help us to Dance after his Pipe, and to 
meet him in the way of his fudgments, or in the way of his Mercies, Ua. 26. 
8. Otherwiſe the Great Twrk (who ("tis ſaid) is ſo allarm'd with thotePro- 
digies that he hath proclaimed g Faſt to be kept throughour all his Dcmini- 
ons) will-riſe up in Judgmect againſt all Scoffers, as the Queen of Sheba will 
againſt the J-ws, Math. 12.42. The Heavens, thoſe Catholick Preachers : 
TP}. 19. 1. The ſpangled Curtains of the Bridegroomes Chamber, hath Read 
ſuch a Divinity-Le&ureto us in _ and Wonders, and ſo hath the Earth: 
and the Sea, all terrifying and teſti zing Gods Anger againſt Mars Sin,. yea 
in his own people, in whom he will pardon, but not patronize Evil : and ſhall 
we look on thoſe Signs of the t:mes, to be [nania Terriculamenta,infignificant 
Scar-crows, which the Sorcerers of Eat! (were they here to ſee them ) 
would acknowledge to be the Finger of God. As Feruſalem (that Slaughter - 
houſe of Saints) had her Signs of Deſtru@tion. So Reme (the like Slaught- 
er-houſe) had (at the Riſe of Luther) ſuch a Storm upon her chief Church, 
as ſtruck the Keys out of Peters Hands, while the Pope was creating Card1- 
nals in it : cver ſince a cold Sweat hath ſtuck upon ali the Limbs of Anti- 
chriſt, as- Bellarmine (his great Champion) confeſleth, aſſuredly the pouring 
out of the ſeaven Vials (mentioned Revel. 1 6.) will produce ſych a prodigi- 
ous Storm upon Rome, as will not only blow down her Keys, but her Images 
alſo, yea blow away all the Traſh and Trumpery of that Scarlet whore, and 
the Whore her (elf with all her proud helpers; all Chriſts Foes ſhall then be 
made his Foot-ſtool (the fitceſt place for them) in a}l Lands : yer before the 
accompliſhment hereof, ſad Calamities, (if not the Slanghter of the Witneſ- 
fes) may be ſeen, yea ſuch Tribxlation as hatty not heretofore. Aſatt. 24 21, 
The very Time may fcem nothirg elſe but: Afi/fron it ſelf. -Afark 17. 19, 
So befel it tothe ews that (had not God cut ſhore thoſe Days Marth. 24. 
22, No Fleſh had been Saved ) no Jewiſh Fleſh had been left alive, Whar 
Woes may befal the Gentile World, atter ſuch prodigious preſages, we know 
not. Tis good for us to get into Anguſtxs's poſture,. (who once. ſitting: 
twixt Virgs! (a ſrequem figher) and Horace (that had watery Eves) pteafatir- 
ly ſaid, heat inter S»ſp'ria & Lachrymas, betwixt Sigh and Tears : ſure I 
am, Our Day calls upcn us, not cnly to ſay ſo, but a!{>to ſir ſo, with all ſer;- 
exſneſs; Chriits Council to the Fews was [pray ye] Matth. 24-20. "Tis no 
Icfs the Du'y of us Gentiles, Prayer is the boſt Ordinance ard Artillery, 
w.azrewgth to Batter Heaven, Fletti ur [ratus/loce Rogante Deir AWVherG d 
{cems-» 
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ſeems moſt birterly bent, yet will he yield ſomething topraycr, which is the 
beſt lever at wind ifc, provided it be the Prayer of Faith, Or as Gods mer- 
Cy is the Afother, ſo the Churches Faith is the Midwife vf Deliverance, 
Hereupon foel in ſetting down the Dreadful Signs of direfal Days (leaſt a- 
ny ſhould deſpondingly ſay, as Hark 10. 26, Who then can be ſaved) cons 
cludeth with this comfortable Corollary, whoever calleth on the Name of the 
Lord ſhall be ſaved. Joel 2. 31. 32+ That ſuch may be Reſerved as a Rem- 
nant for Royal Uſe being accounted worthy to eſcape thole things that may 
yet come to paſs: Zyxke 21, 36. Isthe Hearty prayerof C.N, 


The Reader is requeſtcd to corrett theſe following Faults that have eſcaped 
the Preſs, 


Errata, 

P*s- 1. line 19. read Math. 12.p. 6.1. 14. r. Ear p. 11. read line 20. b-fore line 

I9. F-18.1. 25. for $0. I, tO. p. 3t. 1.16. for 1s. rl. p.37+ |. 27.r: prognoſtich 
P. 40 d. 24. r, Truths. p. 48.1.29. for through r. though. p. 49.1. 2. for Coun- 
celor r, Councel. P. 55.116. I. $5. P- 57+ I. the latter x,65, 66,67, (9c. to >, in 
Pp. which ſhould be 96.1. 11. I. next Anſwer | as Meſſengers only, not as Mearators, 
according to the Popith Doctrine, and |. 22. after are r. moſtly : and 1. 34. for 
Virgin r. Virgins. p. 69. 1-20.for Tramethins r, Trithemius.theSheet(L.)ſhould begin 
with 73-.and ſo on. p.76. falſly paged 68.) L. 20. r.Aayw:r. 


